
Progression of music skills and knowledge

EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6

Singing Joining in with simple
songs, rhymes and
chants

Be able to remember
simple songs
Sing confidently as
part of a group
Learn to start and stop
singing when
following a leader.

Be able to remember
simple songs
Sing confidently as
part of a group
Imitate changes in
pitch
Learn to find a
comfortable singing
position.

Sing from memory
with accurate pitch
Maintain a simple part
within a group, such
as singing in rounds.
Pronounce words
within a song clearly.
Demonstrate good
posture for singing
To know why you
must warm up your
voice

Show control of voice
Begin to sing in two
parts
To confidently identify
and move to the pulse.
To think about what
the words of a song
mean
Know that songs can
make you feel
different things e.g.
happy, energetic or
sad
Know that singing as
part of an ensemble or
large group is fun, but
that you must  listen
to each other

Sing from memory
with confidence.
Perform solos or as
part of an ensemble.
Sing expressively and
in tune.
To sing in unison and
to sing backing
vocals.
To enjoy exploring
singing solo.
To listen to the group
when singing.
Understand texture:
How a solo singer
makes a thinner
texture than a large
group

Sing a harmony part
confidently and
accurately.
Sustain a drone or a
melodic ostinato to
accompany singing.
To listen to each other
and be aware of how
you fit into the group.
To sing with
awareness of being ‘in
tune’.

Instruments Untuned percussion

Explore everyday
objects as musical
instruments

Untuned percussion
Glockenspiels

Treat instruments
carefully and with
respect.
Hold and play
percussion
instruments correctly
To know and
recognise the sound
and names of some of
the  instruments they
use.

Untuned percussion
Glockenspiels

Use percussion
instruments with
increasing control
Know the names of
untuned percussion
instruments played in
class.

Untuned percussion
Glockenspiels
Xylophones
Toots

Know how to get the
desired effect from
each instrument and
be able to choose
appropriate
instruments

Clarinets

Develop an awareness
of the quality of
sound.
Know how to make
improvements to
sounds
Experience
leading/conducting
the playing

Untuned percussion
Glockenspiels
Xylophones
Ukuleles
Integrate instruments
from peripatetic music
lessons and clubs

Play instruments with
control and
competence
Be able to talk about
the instruments of the
orchestra

Untuned percussion
Glockenspiels
Xylophones
Keyboards
Djembe drums
Integrate instruments
from peripatetic music
lessons and clubs
Play instruments with
control and
competence

Composing Explore sounds
Explore use of voice

Create a sequence of
sounds
Know that composing
is like writing a story
with music.
Know that everyone
can compose

Create a sequence of
sounds with a clear
beginning and end
To know that music
has a steady pulse,
like a heartbeat.
To know that we can
create rhythms from
words, our names,
favourite  food,
colours and animals.
Rhythms are different
from the steady pulse.

Create repeated
patterns with a range
of percussion
instruments.
Create
accompaniments for
tunes.
Use drones and
ostinato as
accompaniments.

Know that
improvisation is
making up your own
tunes on the spot
When someone
improvises, they make
up their own tune that
has  never been heard
before. It is not written
down and belongs to
them
Know that if you
improvise using the

Create rhythmic
patterns with an
awareness of timbre
and duration.
Combine a variety of
musical devices,
including melody,
rhythm, scales and
chords.
A composition has
pulse, rhythm and
pitch that work
together and are

Create songs with
verses and a chorus.
Convey the
relationship between
the lyrics and the
melody.
Thoughtfully select
elements for a piece in
order to gain a defined
effect.
Use drones and
melodic ostinati



notes you are given,
you  cannot make a
mistake

shaped by tempo,
dynamics, texture and
structure
Notation: recognise
the connection
between sound and
symbol

(based on the
pentatonic scale).
Be able to explain the
keynote or home note
and the structure of
the melody
Use digital
technologies to
compose, edit and
refine pieces of music.

Performance Enjoy playing together
Know when to start
and stop
Know how to move in
time to music

Enjoy playing together
Know that a
performance is
sharing music with
other people, called an
audience.
Know when to start
and stop
Maintain a steady beat

Enjoy playing together
Know when to start
and stop
Able to learn and
perform short
rhythmic patterns as
an accompaniment
Learn the names of
the notes in their
instrumental part from
memory or when
written down.

Know that a
performance can be a
special occasion and
involve a class, a year
group or a whole
school.

Awareness of
performing together -
starting and finishing
a piece together
Awareness of
audience and
producing high quality
rehearsed
performances

Awareness of
performing together -
starting and finishing
a piece together
Awareness of
audience
Maintain their own
part without
distraction
Know that everything
that will be performed
must be planned and
learned

Perform with
controlled breathing
(voice) and skillful
playing (instrument)
Perform a range of
parts
Know that a
performance involves
communicating ideas,
thoughts and feelings
about the song/music
To discuss and talk
musically about it –
“What went well?” and
“It  would have been
even better if...?”

Notation Free drawing in
response to music

Graphic scores Graphic scores
Picture
representations
Learn how the notes
of the composition
can be written down
and  changed if
necessary.

Devise non-standard
symbols to indicate
when to play and rest.

Recognise quaver,
crotchet, minim and
semibreve
Recognise a treble
clef

Recognise and use
treble clef, crotchet,
minim, semibreve and
repeat sign

Understand and use
the # (sharp) and ♭
(flat) symbols.
Use and understand
simple time
signatures.

Musical Genres Traditional songs Traditional songs
Rock
Hip Hop
Pop
Blues

African music
Pop
Rock n Roll
Traditional Songs

Soul/Gospel
Rock
Pop
Disco

Hip Hop
Rock
Reggae
Jazz

Jazz
Cuban Salsa Music
Tudor Music

Rock
Jazz
RnB

Traditions Brazilian Samba
Ghanain Songs

Indonesian Gamelan
Australian folk song

Indian classical Bhangra
Calypso

Nigerian drumming
South African Choral

Polish Folk
Argentinian Tango

Great Composers Gustav Holst
Mozart

Anna Clyne
Ravel

Sergi Prokofiev
Handel
Mussorgsky
AR Rahman

Beethoven
Hildegard
Rutter

Vaughan Williams
Coleridge-Taylor
Britten

Burt Bacharach
George Gershwin
Tchaikovsky
Anna Meredith

PROUD Nativity Nativity
Proud Showcase

Nativity
Music festival
Proud Showcase

Toot Assembly
In class performance
Proud Showcase

Clarinet Assembly
In class performance
Proud Showcase

In class performance
Proud Showcase

In class performance
Proud Showcase

Vocabulary Beat
Long sounds
Short sounds

Beat
Long sounds
Short sounds

Beat
Rhythm
Compose

Ostinato
Drone
Tala

Crotchet
Semibreve
Minim

Pentatonic Scale
Accompaniment
Composition

Tempo
Pitch
Texture



Instrument
Song

High notes
Low notes
Audience
Perform

Long sounds
Short sounds
High notes
Low notes
Melody

Pulse
Notation
Round
Introduction

quaver
Treble Clef
Improvisation
Rest
Unison
Tempo
Dynamics

Chord
Melody
Harmony
Fanfare
Structure
Harmony
Tempo
Dynamics

Dynamics
Timbre
Verse
Chorus
Style Indicator
Cadence
Hook
Riff
Middle eight - bridge
syncopation


