
Progression of history skills and knowledge

EYFS
Marvellous Me

Dinosaurs
Medieval Castles

People Who Help Us

Year 1
Nurses

Toys
Space Explorers

Year 2
Whyteleafe

Great Fire of London

Year 3
World War 2

Ancient Greece

Year 4
Ancient Egyptians
The Roman Empire

Year 5
Anglo-Saxons, Vikings

and Scots

Year 6
Stone Age to Iron Age

Within living memory Chronology:
Marvellous Me
Who am I related to?
What is their relation to
me?
Who is the oldest? Who is
the youngest?
Ordering familiar people
from oldest to youngest/
youngest to oldest
Label pictures and other
representations of
chronology with facts of
historical understanding

Historical Concepts:
Toys
What toys do you play
with?
What toys did your
parents/siblings/grandpar
ents play with?
When were they used?
(past or present)
Explore similarities and
differences based on toys
in the past and present
Along with use of ‘past’
and ‘present’ to state
when the toys were used,
use phrases such as ‘a
long time ago’, ‘before…’
‘after…’ ‘at the same time’
Chronology:
Toys
Ordering toys from newest
to oldest/ oldest to newest
by comparing current/own
toys to those used in the
past
Ordering images of
familiar and unfamiliar
people and objects
Sorting images into ‘within
living memory’ and
‘beyond living memory’ as
a class
Use additional phrases
within the ordering of toys
Historical Enquiry:
Nurses
What/who is a nurse?
What do they do?
Where do they work?
When was their role
different? (relating to the
past)
Generic discussion of past
and present - comparing
roles (historical concepts
of similarities and
differences shared)
(physical artefacts are
most appropriate)
Along with use of ‘past’



and ‘present’ to state
when the nurses were
around, use phrases such
as ‘a long time ago’,
‘before…’ ‘after…’ ‘at the
same time’

Beyond living memory Historical Enquiry:
Dinosaurs
What is a dinosaur?
What was their life like
then?
Using historical enquiry to
share generic information
about dinosaurs in the
past
Historical Enquiry:
Medieval Castles
What is a castle?
Who lived there?
What was their life like
then?
Using historical enquiry to
share generic information
about castles (physical
artefacts are most
appropriate)

Historical Concepts/
Enquiry:
Toys
Who would have used
them?
What were they used for?
When were they used?
(past or present)
Where were they used?
(e.g. here or abroad, home
or school)
Explore similarities and
differences based on toys
in the past and present
(physical artefacts are
most appropriate)
Along with use of ‘past’
and ‘present’ to state
when the toys were used,
use phrases such as ‘a
long time ago’, ‘before…’
‘after…’ ‘at the same time’
Chronology:
Toys
Ordering toys from newest
to oldest/ oldest to newest
by comparing toys used by
family members to ones
used in older times
Ordering images of
familiar and unfamiliar
people and objects
Sorting images into ‘within
living memory’ and
‘beyond living memory’ as
a class
Use additional phrases
when ordering the toys
Historical Enquiry:
Nurses
What/who was a nurse
like in the past?
What did they do?
Where did they work?
When was their role
different? (relating to the
past)
Generic discussion of past
and present - comparing
roles (historical concepts
of similarities and
differences shared)
Along with use of ‘past’
and ‘present’ to state
when the nurses were
around, use phrases such
as ‘a long time ago’,

Chronology:
Great Fire of London
What happened?
Who was involved?
Where did it happen?
When did it happen?
Beginning to look at dates
and ordering them
accordingly
Create a class timeline of
a singular event - can
include exact dates of
each event
Sorting images into ‘within
living memory’ and
‘beyond living memory’
with varied support
Use of historical enquiry to
identify key events and
order them chronologically
Begin to verbally explain
‘why’ the event is
positioned there



‘before…’ ‘after…’ ‘at the
same time’

Lives of significant
people

Historical Concepts:
People Who Help Us
Who help us now?
What do they do?
Who would have helped us
in the past?
What did they do?
Explore similarities based
on job roles

Historical Enquiry:
Space Explorers
Who went to space?
What did they do?
When did they go?
Where did they go?
Using historical enquiry to
share key information
about space explorers
Along with use of ‘past’
and ‘present’ to state
when the explorers were
around, use phrases such
as ‘a long time ago’,
‘before…’ ‘after…’ ‘at the
same time’
Chronology:
Space Explorers
Ordering events in space
based on the explorer
involved
Ordering images of
familiar and unfamiliar
people and objects
Sorting images into ‘within
living memory’ and
‘beyond living memory’ as
a class
What happened recently?
What happened before?
What happened after?
Use additional phrases
when ordering events and
explorers

Local history Historical
Enquiry/Concepts:
What was Whyteleafe like
in the past?
What changed?
What stayed the same?
When did things change?
(looking at dates and
ordering them
chronologically)
What happened?
Who was involved?
Where did it happen?
(specific areas within
Whyteleafe)
(physical artefacts are
most appropriate)
State comparisons at 3
points in time, e.g. what
stayed the same at the at
the beginning of the time

Historical Enquiry:
WW2
What happened in WW2 in
Whyteleafe?
When did it happen?
Where specifically did it
happen?
Who was involved?
Link back to
understanding in year 2
and begin to consider why
it happened
(physical and written
artefacts)
Use explanation skills to
begin to think about why.
E.g. using ‘because’ and
‘however’



period, in the middle and
now? What changed?

Stone Age to 1066 Historical Concepts:
What happened?
Who was involved?
Who was affected?
When did it happen?
Why/how did it happen?
Discussion and
understanding of cause
and effect
Clear understanding of
continuity and change
between the past and
present
Compare to previously
taught time periods
Historical Enquiry:
Use of physical and
written artefacts as well
as additional/independent
research to ask questions
and obtain answers about
the questions above
Further explain ‘why’
using the evidence and
artefacts. E.g. ‘The
artefact shows…’
Chronology:
Create an independent
timeline with details of
location, time and a
description of the events
Consider other ways of
representing chronology
within this time period
Consider other ways of
representing chronology
Historical Perspective:
Compare and contrast the
time periods to each other
How long was each time
period?
Which time brought about
the most change?
How has this
affected/benefited today’s
society?
Further explain ‘why’
using the evidence and
artefacts. E.g. ‘The
artefact shows…’

Beyond 1066 Historical Concepts and
Chronology:
WW2
What happened?

Historical Concepts and
Chronology:
The Roman Empire
What happened?
When did it happen?



When did it happen?
Create a basic timeline of
basic/key events in WW2 -
must include exact dates
of each event
What has changed?
Why has it changed?
Begin to focus on
continuity and change
between WW2 times and
current day
Use explanation skills to
begin to think about why.
E.g. using ‘because’ and
‘however’

Where did it happen?
Who was affected?
Who was involved?
Create a timeline of events
- must include dates and
some locational
information
Children to show
understanding of
continuity and change
based on the Roman
Empire and current day
Identify cause and effect
Historical Perspective:
The Roman Empire
Compare the time period
to the Ancient Egyptians
How long was each time
period?
Which time brought about
the most change?
Was the Roman Empire
beneficial to today’s
society?
Compare to previously
taught time periods

Achievements of
earliest civilisation

Historical Concepts and
Chronology:
Ancient Egyptians
When was it?
Where was it?
What happened?
Who was involved?
Who was affected?
How/why did it happen?
Use information obtained
from historical enquiry to
aid understanding of
change, continuity and
chronology
Identify cause and effect
Historical Perspective:
Ancient Egyptians
Compare the time period
to the Roman Empire
How long was each time
period?
Which time brought about
the most change?
Was the Ancient Egyptian
civilisation beneficial to
today’s society?
Compare to previously
taught time periods

Civilisations from
1000 years ago

Historical Concepts:
Stone Age to Iron Age



When was it?
Where was it?
What happened?
Who was involved?
Who was affected?
Why/how did it happen?
Children show clear
understanding of cause
and effect, continuity and
change
Compare to previously
taught time periods
Historical Enquiry:
Stone Age to Iron Age
Use of various forms of
artefacts and research to
ask questions and obtain
answers about the
questions above
Further explain ‘why’
using the evidence and
artefacts. E.g. ‘The
artefact shows…’
Chronology:
Create an independent
timeline with accurate and
succinct details of
location, time and a
description of the events
Consider other ways of
representing chronology
within this time period
Provide further context
within various
representations of
chronology
Historical Perspective:
Compare and contrast the
Stone Age and Iron Age
How long was each time
period?
Which time brought about
the most change?
How has this
affected/benefited today’s
society?
Compare to other time
periods studied in
previous years using prior
knowledge and
independent study
Further explain ‘why’
using the evidence and
artefacts. E.g. ‘The
artefact shows…’



Ancient Greece Historical Enquiry:
Ancient Greece
Use physical and written
artefacts to ask questions
and make statements
about Ancient Greek
civilisation
When was it? (Discuss
how long the civilisation
was)
Where was it?
What happened in this
time? (Include key events)
Why/how did these things
happen?
Chronology:
Use information obtained
from historical enquiry to
create a basic timeline of
events (information to be
collated as a class but
presented independently
or as groups)

PROUD Marvelous Me:
Create a ‘family tree’
project and present in
assemblies, to parents or
other classes
Dinosaurs:
Recreate an excavation of
a dinosaurs remains and
present as a role play
opportunity
People Who Help Us:
Role play opportunities of
different jobs from the
past and share them as a
class
Medieval Castles:
Retell factual stories about
castles using talk4writing
techniques

Nurses:
Recreate a hospital in the
past and ‘interview’ nurses
about their roles
Ask and answer questions
about the role of a nurse -
bring in a visitor
Space Explorers:
Recreate a talk show with
special guest space
explorers - role play and
hot seating opportunities
Toys:
Ask and answer questions
about toys - bring in a
visitor who knows about
the different toys
Loan boxes of Victorian
toys - ask questions and
share findings with the
class

Great Fire of London:
Link with English/writing
tasks using talk4writing
techniques
Include role play and hot
seating opportunities
Whyteleafe:
Visit key areas of
Whyteleafe’s history and
discuss with visitors
Ask and answer questions
about Whyteleafe’s history

World War 2:
WW2 day - dress up and
reenact life as an evacuee
- share the experience in
assembly, with parents or
with another class
Loan boxes of WW2
artefacts - ask questions
and share findings with
the class
Ancient Greece:
Loan boxes of ancient
Greek artefacts - ask
questions and share
findings with the class

Ancient Egyptians:
Loan boxes of Egyptian
artefacts - ask questions
and share findings with
the class
Group research of topics
within Egyptian life (gods,
hieroglyphics,
mummification) and
present in assembly, to
parents or to other classes
The Roman Empire:
Loan boxes of Roman
artefacts - ask questions
and share findings with
the class
Report findings in a variety
of ways - e.g. news
reports, presentations,
speeches

Anglo-Saxons, VIkings
and Scots:
Loan boxes of various
artefacts - ask questions
and share findings with
the class
Independent research of
topics within time period
and present in assembly,
to parents or to other
classes
Report findings in a variety
of ways - e.g. news
reports, presentations,
speeches

Stone Age to Iron Age:
Loan boxes of various
artefacts - ask questions
and share findings with
the class
Independent research of
topics within time period
and present in assembly,
to parents or to other
classes
Report findings in a variety
of ways - e.g. news
reports, presentations,
speeches

Generic Vocabulary old
new
past
ago
family tree
a long time ago
when I was little
past
since I was born
famous
celebrate
event(s)

a long time ago
when I was little
past
since I was born
famous
celebrate
event(s)
queen
king
rule
years
difference

before I was born
when I was
younger
before/after
past/present
then/now
sequence
chronological order
earlier
later
local area
historical event

BC/AD
decade
ancient
century
timeline
period
Brits
settlers
settlement
invaders/invasion
conquer(ed)
combat

recent history
time difference
shape our lives
religious differences
wealthy poor
items
accurate picture of the
past
version
historical argument
point of view

comparison
role of Britain
Christian values
crime
punishment
hypothesis
specific features of a
time period
(e.g. medicine/
weaponry/ transport)
plague
medicine

societies
summarise
major influence
world history
civilizations
changes/ continuity
persuade
viewpoint
Propaganda
advancements
causes in history
British Empire



queen
king
rule
years
difference
object
artefact
picture
photograph
explain
used for

object
artefact
picture
photograph
explain
used for
chronological order
recent history
very old
when mummy and daddy
were little
before
after
historical event
past/present
succeed/succession

when grandparents were
young
Britain
parliament
older person
source
research
Briton
locality

democracy
eye-witness account

archaeologists
excavate
evidence
similarities/ differences
information
finding skills
historical
information
Historian
war
distress
bloodshed
specific reason
homesick

way of life
dictated
availability
food sources
developments
inventions
impact on health/
education
aspect

healthcare
influence

helped/ hindered
relationships
mono-cultural/
multicultural society
interpretations
significant


