
Progression of geography skills and knowledge

EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6

Key topics The seasons
Minibeast
Animals
Dinosaurs
The UK (where we live)
Features of their own
environment

Wonderful Weather
Destination Outer Space

Whyteleafe
UK and Africa

The UK Europe
The water cycle

Volcanoes and
Earthquakes
North and South
America

Rivers and Mountains
Isle of Wight

Locational/ place
knowledge

● To comment and
ask questions about
aspects of their
familiar world, such
as the place where
they live or the
natural world.

● To talk about some
of the things they
have observed,
such as plants,
animals, natural
and found objects.

● To talk about why
things happen and
how things work.

● To develop an
understanding of
growth, decay and
changes over time.

● To show care and
concern for living
things and the
environment.

● To look closely at
similarities,
differences,
patterns and
change.

● To talk about past
and present events
in their own lives
and in the lives of
family members.

● To know about
similarities and
differences between
themselves and
others, and among
families,

● Name, locate and
identify
characteristics of
the four countries
and capital cities of
the United
Kingdom and its
surrounding seas

● name and locate
the world’s 7
continents and 5
oceans

● Independently
labelling a blank
UK/world map

● Name, locate
and identify
characteristics of
the four
countries and
capital cities of
the United
Kingdom and its
surrounding seas

● name and locate
the world’s 7
continents and 5
oceans

● understand
geographical
similarities and
differences
through studying
the human and
physical
geography of a
small area of the
United Kingdom,
and of a small
area in a
contrasting
non-European
country

● Ask and answer
geographical
questions (such
as: What is the
place like? What
or who will I see
in this place?
What do people
do in this place?)

● Independently
labelling a blank
UK/world map

● Name and locate
counties and
cities of the
United Kingdom,
geographical
regions and their
identifying
human and
physical
characteristics,
key
topographical
features
(including hills,
mountains,
coasts and
rivers), and
land-use
patterns; and
understand how
some of these
aspects have
changed over
time

● Identify longest
rivers/highest
mountains in UK

● Independently
labelling a blank
UK/world map

● Independently
looking for
similarities and
differences-
making
suggestions for
why they are that
way.

● Labelling UK’s
highest mountain

● Name and locate
the Equator,
Northern
Hemisphere,
Southern
Hemisphere

● Locate and
name continents
on a world map

● Locate main
countries of
Europe (inc
Russia) in
relation to the
location of the
UK

● locate the world’s
countries, using
maps to focus on
Europe
(including the
location of
Russia) and
North and South
America,
concentrating on
their
environmental
regions, key
physical and
human
characteristics,
countries, and
major cities

● Identify the
position and
significance of
longitude/latitude
and the
Greenwich

● Locate the main
countries in
Europe and
North & South
America in
relation to the
rest of the world.
Locate and
name principal
cities

● Identify the
position and
significance of
latitude,
longitude,
Equator,
Northern
Hemisphere,
Southern
Hemisphere, the
Tropics of
Cancer and
Capricorn, Arctic
and Antarctic
Circle, the
Prime/Greenwich
Meridian and
time zones
(including day
and night)

● Compare 2
regions of North
& South America
to 2 regions in
the UK
(rural/urban) –
similarities/differe
nces.

● Independently
labelling a blank

● Locate the
world’s countries,
using maps
concentrating on
their
environmental
regions, key
physical and
human
characteristics,
countries, and
major cities
Identify their
main
environmental
regions, key
physical and
human
characteristics,
and major cities.

● Name and locate
the key
topographical
features
including coast,
features of
erosion, hills,
mountains and
rivers.
Understand how
these features
have changed
over time.

● Identify the
position and
significance of
latitude,
longitude,
Equator,
Northern



communities and
traditions.

● To know about
similarities and
differences in
relation to places,
objects, materials
and living things.
They talk about
the features of their
own immediate
environment and
how environments
might vary from one
another.

● Independently
looking for
similarities and
differences-
making
suggestions for
why they are that
way.

and longest river
independently on
a map

Meridian
● On a world map,

locate areas of
similar
environmental
regions (desert,
rainforest.
Temperate etc)
within Europe

● Independently
labelling a blank
UK/world map,
with equator,
northern and
southern
hemisphere
labelled, without
using atlas

● Independently
looking for
similarities and
differences-
making
suggestions for
why they are that
way.

● Labelling UK’s
highest mountain
and longest river
independently on
a map

● Using
information on
different
environmental
regions and
linking to
weather patterns

UK/world map,
with equator,
northern and
southern
hemisphere,
lines of longitude
and latitude,
labelled, without
using atlas

● Independently
looking for
similarities and
differences-
making
suggestions for
why they are that
way.

● Labelling UK’s
highest mountain
and longest river
independently on
a map

● Draw links
between large
economies and
their trade.
Independently
suggest why
different regions
of the world have
different trade
relations based
on land use

Hemisphere,
Southern
Hemisphere, the
Tropics of
Cancer and
Capricorn, Arctic
and Antarctic
Circle, the
Prime/Greenwich
Meridian and
time zones
(including day
and night)

● Independently
labelling a blank
UK/world map,
with equator,
northern and
southern
hemisphere,
lines of longitude
and latitude, time
and climate
zones labelled,
without using
atlas

● Independently
looking for
similarities and
differences-
making
suggestions for
why they are that
way.

● Labelling UK’s
highest mountain
and longest river
independently on
a map

● Draw links
between large
economies and
their trade.
Independently
suggest why
different regions
of the world have
different trade
relations based
on land use

Human and
physical
geography

● identify seasonal
and daily weather
patterns in the

● Identify land use
around the
school and its

● Understand
geographical
similarities and

● Describe some
of the
characteristics of

● Describe and
understand key
aspects of:

● Describe and
understand key
aspects of:



United Kingdom
and the location of
hot and cold areas
of the world in
relation to the
Equator and the
North and South
Poles

● use basic
geographical
vocabulary to refer
to:  key physical
features, including:
beach, cliff, coast,
forest, hill,
mountain, sea,
ocean, river, soil,
valley, vegetation,
season and
weather

● Independently
suggest weather
patterns of UK as
well as other
countries in the
world

● Suggest links
between weather
patterns and
flora/fauna which
grow there

surrounding
areas.

● Use basic
geographical
vocabulary to
refer to:

● key physical
features,
including: beach,
coast, forest, hill,
mountain, ocean,
river, soil, valley,
vegetation and
weather.

● key human
features,
including: city,
town, village,
factory, farm,
house, office and
shop.

● Independently
explain use of
the land, suggest
why certain
areas are busier
than others

● Make links
between
seasons and
land use e.g.
beach busier in
summer

differences
through studying
the human and
physical
geography of a
small area of the
United Kingdom

● human
geography,
including: types
of settlement and
land use

● Independently
explain use of
the land, suggest
why certain
areas are busier
than others

● Make links
between
seasons and
land use e.g.
beach busier in
summer

● Independently
compare regions
of UK with other
regions in the
world

● Clear
understanding
that land use is
varied on the
world, largely
due to the
physical
landscape

these
geographical
areas.

● Describe
geographical
similarities and
differences
between
countries.

● Explore types of
settlement in
modern UK:
villages, towns
and cities (eg.
What is different
about them?
Why do people
choose to live in
different places?)

● Describe and
understand key
aspects of:
human
geography,
including: types
of settlement and
land use,
climates,  and
the distribution of
natural
resources
including energy,
food, minerals
and water

● Independently
compare regions
of Europe and
identify physical
landscape and
impact it has on
those areas

● Identify natural
resources and
how these have
affected
settlements, link
to earliest
civilizations.

● Children suggest
why other
civilizations
chose famous
cities/countries
to settle.

physical
geography,
including: climate
zones,
vegetation belts,
looking at plate
tectonics and the
ring of fire

● Describe and
understand key
aspects of:
human
geography,
including: types
of settlement and
land use,
economic activity
including trade
links, and the
distribution of
natural
resources
including energy,
food, minerals
and water.

● Independently
make
suggestions
about climate
zones and flora
and fauna which
grow there

● Identify how
countries have
used natural
resources to
their advantage
e.g. dams for
hydro-electric
power

● Make links
independently
between trade
and a country’s
prosperity.

physical
geography,
including: climate
zones,
vegetation belts,
looking at plate
tectonics and the
ring of fire

● Describe and
understand key
aspects of:
human
geography,
including: types
of settlement and
land use,
economic activity
including trade
links, and the
distribution of
natural
resources
including energy,
food, minerals
and water.

● Independently
understand how
economies are
wealthier than
others- make
links between
use of natural
resources and
trade.

● Understand the
importance of
trade and make
links between
origins of trade.
Lots of major
cities have rivers
to transport
goods.

● Independently
evaluate and
suggest a
location which
would be an
ideal place for a
new ‘country’

● Independently
suggest the
impact of time
zones on the
economy around
the world- who is



impacted?



Geographical
skills and
fieldwork

● use world maps,
atlases and globes
to identify the
United Kingdom
and its countries,
as well as the
countries,
continents and
oceans studied at
this key stage

● Use compass
directions (north,
south, east and
west) and
locational
language (e.g.
near and far) to
describe the
location of features
and routes on a
map.

● Use fieldwork and
observations to
study the
geography of the
school and the key
human and
physical features
of its surrounding
environment.

● Independently use
atlases to locate
countries around
the world

● Explain where
countries around
the world are in
relation to each
other

● Independently
draw similarities
and differences
between
landscapes the
child has visited
e.g. beach vs
forest

● Use world maps,
atlases and
globes to identify
the United
Kingdom and its
countries, as well
as the countries,
continents and
oceans studied.

● Use fieldwork
and observations
to study the
geography of the
school and the
key human and
physical features
of its surrounding
environment.

● Use aerial
images and plan
perspectives to
recognise
landmarks and
basic physical
features.

● Use compass
directions (north,
south, east and
west) and
locational
language (e.g.
near and far) to
describe the
location of
features and
routes on a map.

● Devise a simple
map; and use
and construct
basic symbols in
a key. Use
simple grid
references (A1,
B1).

● Independently
use atlases to
locate countries
around the world

● Explain where
countries around
the world are in
relation to each
other

● Independently
draw similarities
and differences
between

● Use maps,
atlases, globes
and
digital/computer
mapping to
locate countries
and describe
features.

● use aerial
photographs and
plan
perspectives to
recognise
landmarks and
basic human and
physical
features; devise
a simple map;
and use and
construct basic
symbols in a key

● use the eight
points of a
compass,
two/four -figure
grid references,
symbols and key
to build their
knowledge of the
United Kingdom
and the wider
world

● use fieldwork to
observe,
measure, record
and present the
human and
physical features
in the local area
using a range of
methods,
including sketch
maps and digital
technologies (eg.
Google maps)

● Independently
identify physical
features on
atlases

● Independently
suggest
usefulness of
map symbols
and suggest why
they are
universal. Link to
MFL.

● Use maps,
atlases, globes
and
digital/computer
mapping to
locate countries
and describe
features.

● use the 8 points
of a compass, 4-
figure grid
references,
symbols and key
(including the
use of Ordnance
Survey maps) to
build their
knowledge of the
United Kingdom
and the wider
world

● use fieldwork to
observe,
measure record
and present the
human and
physical features
in the local area
using a range of
methods,
including sketch
maps, plans and
graphs, and
digital
technologies

● Independently
understand the
importance of
physical features
on an atlas.

● Suggest why a
‘grid’ is used to
map areas

● Identify the link
between
compass
directions and
accurate maps.

● Use fieldwork to
observe,
measure, record
and present the
human and
physical features
in the local area
using a range of
methods,
including sketch
maps, plans and
graphs, and
digital
technologies.

● Use maps,
atlases, globes
and
digital/computer
mapping to
locate countries
and describe
features studied

● Use the 8 points
of a compass
and use 4 figure
grid references,
building to 6
figures.

● Use ordnance
survey maps to
build knowledge
of areas studied.

● Independently
draw
comparisons
between the
usefulness of the
different types of
mapping

● Independently
suggest the
usefulness of OS
maps and how
grid references
are used in
everyday lives

● Use fieldwork to
observe,
measure, record
and present the
human and
physical features
in the local area
using a range of
methods,
including sketch
maps, plans and
graphs, and
digital
technologies.

● Use maps,
atlases, globes
and
digital/computer
mapping to
locate countries
and describe
features studied

● Use the 8 points
of a compass
and use 6 figure
grid references.

● Use ordnance
survey maps to
build knowledge
of areas studied.

● Independently
create a map
with grid
references

● Suggest the
difference
between 4 and 6
figure grid
references and
how they are
more accurate

● Independently
create a
geographical
investigation in
the school
grounds



landscapes the
child has visited
e.g. beach vs
forest

● Understand the
usefulness of
mapping

● Be able to
construct a
detailed map
independently

● Independently
create a labelled
sketch of local
area, with
understanding of
directionality

PROUD Discovery Time Filming weather reports Filming local area and
narrating an advert

Advert for a UK
landmark

Advert for Europe News report Isle of Wight assembly

Vocabulary Same
Different
Change
World
Pattern
Work

North/South/East/West
City
Capital
Pattern
Globe
Atlas
Map
Country
Continent

North/South/East/West
Pattern
Globe
Atlas
Map
Country
Continent
Symbols
Features
Human
Physical
Land use

Counties
Cities
Physical
Human
Continents
Observe
Aerial
Compass
Local
Similarities
Differences

Hemisphere
Settlement
Physical
Human
Continents
Observe
Aerial
Compass
Local
Longitude
Latitude

Hemisphere
Settlement
Physical
Human
Continents
Observe
Aerial
Economy
Trade
Climate zones
Vegetation belts
Longitude
Latitude

Hemisphere
Settlement
Physical
Human
Time zones
Natural resources
Economy
Trade
Climate zones
Vegetation belts
Longitude
Latitude


