
Progression of MFL skills and knowledge

EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6

Listening ● Learn and pronounce
the French alphabet.

● Explore the patterns
and sounds of
language through
songs and rhymes and
show understanding by
listening, joining in and
responding.

● Respond to simple
classroom instructions
which are
accompanied by
gesture.

● Listen and respond to
familiar spoken words
and phrases.

● Listen to and show
understanding of
familiar language and
instructions from a
variety of sources,
where the sentences
are longer.

● Listen and respond to
familiar voices in short,
predictable
conversations with
good pronunciation
and intonation.

● Listen to and show
understanding of
language from a
variety of sources,
where the sentences
are longer and contain
some unfamiliar
language or known
language used in
familiar contexts.

● Listen and respond to
mainly predictable,
more extended
conversations using
familiar language.

● Listen to and show
understanding of
language from a
variety of sources,
where the sentences
are longer and contain
some unfamiliar
language or known
language used in
familiar and unfamiliar
contexts.

● Listen to and respond
to addressing people
both formally and
informally as
appropriate.

Speaking ● Say and repeat single
words and short simple
phrases about familiar
topics.

● Ask and answer simple
questions about
oneself.

● Use appropriate
greetings and
expressions of
politeness.

● Ask for help using
learned phrases
including seeking
repetition.

● Answer simple
questions and give
basic information about
familiar topics relating
to personal details.

● Take part effectively in
prepared
conversations through
role-play.

● Ask and answer simple
questions and talk
about my interests.

● Use knowledge about
language and
pronunciation to
ensure that others can
understand when
saying familiar words
and phrases and when
reading a short text
aloud

● Take part effectively in
more detailed
conversations to
exchange information,
experiences, feelings
and opinions using
increasingly accurate
pronunciation whereby
the meaning is clear.

● Start, support and
sustain a simple
conversation by, for
example, asking
relevant questions and
seeking help when
necessary.

● Collaborate to prepare
and present role-plays
in a range of realistic
and familiar contexts.

● Apply knowledge about
language, intonation
and pronunciation to:
ensure that others can
understand when
pronouncing familiar
and unfamiliar words
and phrases; and to
help how to read aloud
familiar texts.

● Work with others, using
a variety of media
including ICT to
present a presentation
in English, supported
by use of French, on
an aspect of life in a
country where French
is spoken.

Reading ● Work independently
and with others to
recognise and
understand simple
words and phrases
demonstrating
understanding, for
example, by matching

● Work on my own and
with others to read
short sentences, using
a bilingual dictionary to
find unfamiliar words.

● Demonstrate
knowledge about life
and culture of France

● Begin to read text,
independently and with
others, which is more
detailed about familiar
topics and demonstrate
understanding of the
main points.

● Continue to learn about

● Begin to read text,
independently and with
others, which is more
detailed and which
contains unfamiliar
words, phrases and
language structure
including verbs in the



written words to
pictures.

● Begin to understand
how to use, with
support, a bilingual
dictionary
demonstrating
understanding by
finding familiar words
in the dictionary.

in English, for example,
by sharing simple facts
about features of life.

● Recognise types of
words as they relate to
word types in English
and use them to make
sense of vocabulary
and of the connections
between words.

the life and culture of
France by, for
example, reading short
text in French.

● Read for interest and
enjoyment a range of
both prose and poetry,
which use familiar
language.

present, past and
future tenses.

● Begin to read for
interest and enjoyment
a range of text types
from authentic sources
including from French
pen pals.

● Use a bilingual
dictionary to find new
language.

●

Writing ● Write or copy simple
words correctly.

● Write or copy short
sentences to a model
using familiar language
to describe oneself and
against success criteria
to check accuracy.

● Write short sentences
to a model about
oneself.

● Check the accuracy of
writing using
knowledge about
language, the support
of others and
appropriate reference
materials, including a
success criteria.

● Develop a word bank
for practical
communication

● Write sentences and
paragraphs about
familiar topics with the
support of a model and
vocabulary already
learnt and by finding
new words and
phrases using a
bilingual dictionary.

● Continue to develop a
word bank that
includes all word types
and useful expressions
to aid communication.

● Write in sentences and
paragraphs on a range
of topics in a range of
formats, using some
variety of structures,
tenses and linking
words.

● Use knowledge about
language, including
structure, spelling and
punctuation and
against success criteria
to take responsibility
for the accuracy of
writing.

● Develop word bank
around interests for
practical
communication.

Vocabulary and verbs
knowledge built and
covered through skills

● Greetings
● Colours
● Counting to 20
● Age
● Alphabet
● Months
● Dates
● The body
● Describe the face
● Describe yourself
● My__ is hurting
● Days of week
● Body parts linking

colours
● Describe a monster
● Family
● Animals
● What I’m good at

● Transport
● Directions
● Town and country
● Where English is

spoken
● The weather
● Dates
● Days and colours

linked to present tense
verbs

● Sporting activities
● Counting beyond 20

● Celebrations
● Coordinates
● Directions
● Building journey

sentences (present
tense)

● Where do you live?
● Food
● Toys
● Pen pal letters
● Larger numbers
● Planets
● Building complex

sentences (introduction
of another verb tense)

● Months and seasons
● Class poem
● French revolution

● Jack and the Beanstalk
- retelling a story

● Stone Age
● Seasonal colours
● Discussion of art
● Tell the time
● Describe the

classroom
● Pen pal letters
● Timetables
● Places in a town
● Larger numbers
● Introduction of third

tense.

PROUD ● Say and repeat single
words and short simple
phrases about familiar
topics.

● Ask and answer simple
questions about
oneself.

● Use appropriate
greetings and
expressions of
politeness.

● Ask for help using
learned phrases
including seeking
repetition.

● Answer simple
questions and give
basic information about
familiar topics relating
to personal details.

● Take part effectively in
prepared
conversations through
role-play.

● Ask and answer simple
questions and talk
about my interests.

● Use knowledge about
language and
pronunciation to
ensure that others can
understand when
saying familiar words
and phrases and when
reading a short text
aloud

● Take part effectively in
more detailed
conversations to
exchange information,
experiences, feelings
and opinions using
increasingly accurate
pronunciation whereby
the meaning is clear.

● Start, support and
sustain a simple
conversation by, for
example, asking
relevant questions and
seeking help when
necessary.

● Collaborate to prepare
and present role-plays
in a range of realistic
and familiar contexts.

● Apply knowledge about
language, intonation
and pronunciation to:
ensure that others can
understand when



pronouncing familiar
and unfamiliar words
and phrases; and to
help how to read aloud
familiar texts.

● Work with others, using
a variety of media
including ICT to
present a presentation
in English, supported
by use of French, on
an aspect of life in a
country where French
is spoken.

Vocabulary ● Translate
● Interpret
● Conjugate
● Decline
● Article
● Verb tense

● Translate
● Interpret
● Conjugate
● Decline
● Article
● Verb tense

● Translate
● Interpret
● Conjugate
● Decline
● Article
● Verb tense

● Translate
● Interpret
● Conjugate
● Decline
● Article
● Verb tense


