
 

 

  

  

Parentmail - Week commencing 30/09/2022  

Parentmail Newsletter - 30/09/22 

Dear Parents/Carers,  

The children have had another amazing week at Whyteleafe with Nursery, Reception and Year 1 
children having their first Forest School Sessions of the year. Some year 1 children were lucky 
enough to discover some fossils whilst digging at Forest School. 

Our bee club members continue to do an amazing job of looking after our bees. This week they have 
been out to feed them to make sure they are settled and safe for the winter.  

Nursery have had a great time exploring the story ‘Giraffes Can’t Dance’. Through the story we 
explored the theme of how to be a good friend by respecting others with kind words. In phonics we 
have been focusing on listening to environmental sounds which are the sounds we hear all around us 
in our daily lives. We played games where we had to listen to environmental sound and guess what it 
could be before the answer was revealed. The children also listened to the sounds they could hear in 
the wooded forest school area. In maths the children have been learning how to count in different 
ways and how to represent numbers to five.  

Reception have been learning all about themselves and each other. They have focused on the book 
‘We are all different’ and discussed all about their interests, their families and describing themselves. 
In maths this week, they have learnt to subitise 1, 2 and 3 and spot these sub-groups within larger 
arrangements. In PE, they became witches and wizards to explore spatial awareness, following 
instructions and working as a team. In phonics, the children have learnt the sounds ‘i’, ‘n’, ‘m’ and ‘d’. 
They have been learning to sound talk and blend words together e.g. m-a-n man. 

Year 1 have been identifying the difference between physical and human features of the local 
environment in their topic about the local area. In science, the children explored and used the 5 
different senses. In PE they have worked hard to develop and learn how to improve their jumping, 
running, skipping and hopping skills, alternating their pace and being able to stop safely. After making 
delicious chocolate mug cake last week, they have begun writing instructions so others can make 
some tasty treats too. 

Year 2 have been completing their first independent write. They have really impressed their teachers 
with their concentration and creativity. In maths, they’ve been using number lines to 100 to estimate 
different lengths. In history, they’ve been using drama to learn the sequence of events in the Great 
Fire of London. In art, they got messy while experimenting with different painting techniques. 

Year 3  have started writing our own ‘Blue Umbrella’ stories by adding an original twist to the plot. In 
science, we have been investigating how different materials can change the amount of friction 
produced by experimenting using a ramp, different materials and a car. The children have also 
produced some lovely waxed leaf art using crayons in preparation for our Harvest assembly. 

Year 4 have begun to investigate subtraction and its links to addition.  We have used dienes to 
support our STEM sentences and calculations in class.  In English we have begun to explore 
persuasive writing and have looked at the key features of a holiday brochure.  In Science have we 
completed an experiment to show how molecules are arranged in solids, liquids and gases. 

Year 5 have started their first independent write of the year. They have worked very hard to plan and 
put together a moonlit adventure story. In science we have been exploring the solar system 



 

 

identifying different facts about each of the 8 planets and have now started to create a 3D version of 
our own out of paper mache. 

Year 6 have deepened their understanding in maths and have been learning how to use the ‘same 
sum rule’ to efficiently solve additions and subtraction calculations. Excitingly, we have thrown 
ourselves into our new writing topic all inspired by the book Rose Blanche (a girl in Germany during 
WW2). In computing we have started to remind ourselves and show understanding in keeping 
ourselves safe online.  

  

Harvest Festival 

Year 3 will be leading our Harvest Festival celebrations on Thursday 13th October. This year we will 
once again be collecting donations for Caterham Foodbank. A recent email from them highlighted that 
demand for their services is growing rather than slowing down and therefore it would be great to be 
able to support our local community. Their top shopping list items are - savoury snacks, tinned pasta 
sauces and soup, rice pudding/custard. Chocolate, toothpaste and deodorant. On the day of the 
festival all donations can be delivered to the main hall. Thank you in advance for your support. 

  

Word of the Week 

Year 1 - weigh 

Year 2 - devastated 

Year 3 - amateur 

Year 4 - barren 

Year 5 - canine 

Year 6 - audacious 

  

Attendance 

Rainbows - 89.24% 

BB - 94% 

HB - 89.33% 

1LY - 95% 

1R - 89% 

2G - 95% 

2L - 95.33% 



 

3EH - 94.67% 

3H -99.68% 

4K - 97.67% 

4R - 94.14% 

5C - 94.44% 

5S - 95% 

6C - 92.07% 

6N - 93.67% 

  

Have a great weekend, 

Miss Caroline Bishop & Mrs Emma Skipper 
Interim Co Heads of School 

  

Important Dates 

Friday 7th October - GLF 10 Year Anniversary Celebration - Mufti Day 

Friday 7th October - Years 1 - 6 School discos - more information to follow 

Monday 10th October - Flu vaccinations for Reception - Y6 

Tuesday 11th October - Year 4 Roman Day 

Thursday 13th October - Year 3 Harvest Festival 

Monday 17th October - Individual and sibling photos 

Thursday 20th October - Year 3 Horrible Histories London Trip 

Monday 24th October - Half term 

Monday 7th November - parent consultations - more information to follow 

Thursday 10th November - parent consultations - more information to follow 

  

 


