
 
 

Parentmail – 28/01/2022 

 

Dear Parents/Carers,  

I hope you have all had a lovely week and managed to stay safe and well. It is a shame we had to 

revert to virtual Showcase assemblies but 4R did a great job presenting their showcase all about 

Ancient Egypt! 

Nursery the children have had fun painting Little Red Riding Hood and writing/drawing wanted 

posters for the wolf! The children have enjoyed investigating different 2D shapes, sorting them and 

creating pictures using them. They have been introduced to the letter sound ‘t’ and have had a go at 

listening to words that start with this sound. They have been shown how to write a ‘t’ using the 

phrase - ‘from the tiger’s nose to its tail, then follow the stripe across the tiger.’ There has also been 

lots of fun on the bikes, scooters and ride on toys as well as digging deep for numbers and letters in 

the large outdoor sandpit.  

Reception have continued their ‘Write Stuff’ unit on ‘Jack and the Jelly Bean Stalk’. They have been 

focusing on the action lens and how Jack gets to the top of the beanstalk. They have also learnt 

about the life cycle of a beanstalk and planted beans to try and grow their very own beanstalks and 

can't wait to see them grow! In phonics this week, they have learnt the digraphs ‘ur’, ‘ow’, ‘oi’ and 

the trigraph ‘ear’. Their new tricky words this week are: my, by and all. In maths this week, they have 

been looking at the composition of 5 and how it can be made up of 4 and 1 and 3 and 2.  

Year 1 have started learning all about addition. They started using the symbols + and = to write 

equations and began learning terms like addends and the commutative law. For their science topic, 

‘Everyday Materials’, they went on a material hunt around the school looking for objects made of 

wood, metal, fabric, plastic and glass. In History, they learnt all about famous astronauts like Yuri 

Gargarin (the first man in space), Neil Armstrong (the first person to walk on the moon) and Mae 

Jemison (the first female astronaut of colour). They have a feeling there may be a few astronauts in 

the making from this year group! 

Year 2 have been starting their independent writing based on the story ‘Stardust’. They’ve done so 

well at making the stories their own! In history, they’ve been learning about the events of the Great 

Fire of London and sequencing them in chronological order. They used this knowledge to make 

beautiful silhouette pictures in art using pastels to smudge and cutting skills to make the silhouette. 

They then took an event and acted it out without using their voices. In maths, they’ve been spotting 

patterns and increasing their fluency when adding and subtracting 10. In PSHE, they considered their 

goals and what they want to achieve. They've set a goal for in school and out of school, let’s hope 

they reach them!  

Year 3 are planning their own ending for ‘The Secret of Black Rock ready to start writing next week. 

In maths, they learned how to rearrange equations and in science & reading they have been 

researching how fossils are made and discovered. Their PE lessons have moved on to learning 

traditional ‘UK country dances’. A big well done also goes out to all those in Year 3 doing their 

learning at home. 

Year 4 have created their very own poems about Rain that are now proudly displayed in the corridor 

outside 4R. They are full of metaphors and rhyming patterns. In maths they are exploring multiplying 

a whole number by 10. In history they created necklaces as part of their study of Ancient Egyptian 



 
 

culture. In science, they have travelled on an invertebrate hunt and discovered the different places 

they live in our school. A huge thank you to Mrs Smith for all her support in 4C this week! 

Year 5 Year 5 having been working hard writing their own adventure stories independently. They 

have also been learning about the human and physical features in North America. 

Year 6 have been working hard at multiplying unit and non-unit fractions. In English, they have been 

so immersed in creating suspense in their sentence stacking based upon the book ‘A Monster Calls’ 

and in reading they have been working from a narrative poem that was inspired by this book. In 

PSHE, they have been creating in-school and outside of school goals and thinking about what they 

need to do in order to achieve them. In computing, they have been learning about refining searches 

on the internet and how search results are ranked. In history, they are learning about the 

importance of the Skara Brae and became estate agents trying to sell the historic settlement.  

Word of the Week 

Reception - direction 

Year 1 - dazzled 

Year 2 - frantic 

Year 3 - perched  

Year 4 - Omniscient 

Year 5 - Lurk 

Year 6 - explanation 

 

Science Fair Projects 

We were overwhelmed by the number of projects that were entered for the Science Fair on Monday 

and were so impressed with the high quality of work submitted! It was so hard to judge with over 75 

entrants but with the help of …our STEM ambassador, we managed to whittle it down. 

KS 1 winner - Henry Nicholls 

KS 2 winner - Clem Wheale 

Environmental Award - Rumi Ghani 

STEM Award - Kaisei Brittain 

 

Well done to all of those children who took part! 

 

Safer Internet Day 

This year, Whyteleafe School will be celebrating Safer Internet Day on the 1st March as a whole 

school event. For 2022, the Safer Internet theme is “Together for a better internet". The idea behind 

the day is to explore respect and relationships online’. From gaming and chat, to streaming and 

video, young people are shaping the interactive entertainment spaces they are a part of. Safer 



 
 

Internet Day 2022 celebrates young people’s role in creating a safer internet, whether that is whilst 

gaming and creating content, or interacting with their friends and peers.  

The UK Safer Internet Centre (UKSIC) have put together some simple, useful tips for parents to strike 

up conversations with children aged 3-11. You can find the tips HERE. 

Finally, the ThinkUKnow team at CEOP have written a great new blog post to give advice and 

guidance to parents regarding social media. It's a nice, simple, quick read going into the risks, 

considerations for whether your child is ready, minimum age requirements and more. The blog post 

is HERE. 

Mr Reardon 

 

Help for residents facing financial hardship this winter 

For more information, click here 

 

Important Dates 

Thursday 3rd February 9:00am - 3TY PROUD Showcase  

Friday 4th February - NSPCC Numbers Day  

Monday 7th and Tuesday 8th February - Year 6 and 3 Stone Age Experience Day 

Tuesday 8th February - Safer Internet Day 

Friday 11th February - Year 5 Native American Day / Last day of term 

Monday 14th February - Friday 18th February - Half Term 

Monday 21st February - First Day back to school 

I hope you all have a lovely weekend and look forward to seeing you next week. 

 

Kind regards 

Miss Hunt 

Head of School 

https://www.tandridge.gov.uk/Your-council/News-and-consultation/News/ArtMID/748/ArticleID/2401/Help-for-residents-facing-financial-hardship-this-winter

