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27th November 2020 
 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

It has been an exciting week at Whyteleafe this week celebrating No Pens Day Wednesday! 

Nursery were re-capping numbers 1-3, working with letters A and B. They have also been learning their 

Christmas songs.   

Reception have been learning about the number 5, different representations of 5 and alternative ways to make 

5. As part of No Pens Day, the children worked on their listening and oracy skills through an activity where 

they took it in turns to be the speaker or the listener.  We also talked about the key characteristics of being a 

good listener.   

Year 1 had an amazing No Pens Day this week where they made up stories using pictures as prompts and 

then took on the Construction Challenge of creating their own class town that covered the whole class, using 

as many different resources as possible.  The children showed excellent teamwork and problem-solving 

skills, which came in handy as some of their buildings just didn't want to stay up!   

Year 2 have had an exciting week with dancing, singing and creativity. For No Pens Day, the children 

created a collage of fire and houses to show what it might have looked like during The Great Fire of London. 

In maths, Year 2 have been adding numbers and using number bonds to support them e.g. 38 + 6 becomes 38 

+ 2 + 4 = 44.  In English, the children have started to look at letters and their format. In science, they have 

been on a material hunt.    

Year 3 used drama to participate in an air raid simulation, from hearing the raid siren to experiencing the 

sounds that could be heard in the darkness of the shelters. This work, as part of No Pens Day, will be used to 

develop the children’s emotive vocabulary linked to WW2.   

Year 4 practised their sewing skills on No Pens Day! They learnt how to attach a needle and thread to a piece 

of material and tried different cross stitch patterns.  They also acted out a fantastic action scene from their 

key text 'The Train to Impossible Places,' where we took on the roles of pirates in search for discovery.   
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Year 5 used their learning to create Newsround reports, which they shared in front of the class.  In maths, 

they have been looking at negative numbers.  On Wednesday, they worked as a team to make an accurately 

scaled negative number line and explained their thinking behind it.   

Year 6 have had a fantastic week of learning this week.  Along with our normal curriculum, we had a brilliant 

No Pens Day on Wednesday where children acted out the journey stories they had written to the rest of the 

class; we really enjoyed watching these performances. In addition to this, the children worked hard on 

geometric tissue paper patterns in maths. The children had to carefully fold and place the tissue paper to try 

and achieve a repeated pattern.  Also, children have learnt about what happens to their heart rate before and 

after exercise, the children carried out an experiment about how resting activities can influence heart rate 

after exercise.  We are looking forward to discussing these results and creating a graph next week. 

  

Our thoughts and reflections on No Pens Day 

Macie: I enjoyed phonics because we used our feet, fingers, noses and tongues to write out letters in the air. 

Zakk: I love No Pens Day because we get to do painting, go outside and do loads of fun stuff and activities 

like the Blitz experience. 

Emmie: I love No Pens Day because we get to go outdoors and do activities.  
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Word of the Week 

Reception - shiver 

Year 1 - glide 

Year 2 - distress 

Year 3 - crucial 

Year 4 - hostile 

Year 5 - devour 

Year 6 - turbulent 
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Christmas Cards 

A lot of parents have been asking about Christmas cards.  With the restrictions that are currently in place, we 

have had to adjust our usual routines.  Each class will have a ‘Quarantine Christmas Card Box’ which 

children can put their cards into.  These cards will then be quarantined and given out to the 

children.  Children can only send Christmas cards to children in their class bubble. 

  

MAF Advent Adventure 

On Monday 30th November, your child will be bringing home an MAF Advent Calendar. The MAF are a 

charity organisation who do good work around the world providing food, medicine and resources to some of 

the most isolated communities worldwide. Each day, your child is invited to open their advent calendar and 

take part in the adventure story exploring different countries.  The adventure begins on the 1st December and 

a new part of the story is revealed on the MAF website each day including a Bible reading. Your child's class 

teacher will be sharing an assembly to introduce the advent adventure in the coming days. Please find 

attached a letter with more information. These lovely advent calendars have been given to us for free and you 

are under no obligation to take part.  

  

Christmas Giving Tree 

This year we will once again be collecting gifts for the Salvation Army Christmas Giving Tree Appeal. The 

Salvation Army in Caterham helps to support local families and individuals who are in need. This support is 

often most needed during the winter months and at Christmas. With Covid 19 causing many families to 

struggle with bereavements, redundancies and the reduced income of the Furlough Scheme, this support is 

more necessary than ever.  The Salvation Army are asking for unwrapped, brand-new items to be donated. 

They are collecting children’s toys, gift vouchers and teenager/adult gifts. If you feel able to donate, there 

will be donation points around the school playground every morning next week - normally they would be 

collected under the giving tree. Thank you in advance for your support with this scheme. 
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Festive Lunch 

Additional bookings for Festive lunch on Wednesday 9th December have now closed. We will send a 

Parentmail confirmation of booking later today to those parents who have booked their child in for a Festive 

lunch. 

Please remember that if your child is already registered for a school lunch on a Wednesday, they will 

automatically receive the Festive lunch menu without booking being required. 

If your child is not taking part in the Festive school lunch, please do ensure they have their packed lunch with 

them on this day as all lunches are made to order. 

  

Important Dates 

Thursday 26th November - 5S PROUD Showcase 

Thursday 3rd December -Reception PROUD Showcase 

Wednesday 9th December -Festive Lunch Day 

Wednesday 9th December - PTA Christmas Jumper Day 

Thursday 10th December - Year 1 PROUD Showcase 

Thursday 17th December - Year 2 PROUD Showcase 

Thursday 17th December - last day of term 
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I hope you have a lovely weekend. 

  

Miss Hunt 

Head of School 
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