
 
 

Parentmail – 26/11/2021 

Dear Parents/Carers,  

It has been a short but busy week at Whyteleafe this week. Some of our Year 6 children represented 
the school at a football tournament at Crystal Palace training ground. We celebrated No Pens Day on 
Wednesday and a mufti day today for the PTA. Alongside all of this, we have been very busy in our 
classrooms! 

Nursery children have enjoyed making rockets and plate planets in the creative area. They have used 
2D shapes to match the rocket outlines and playdough to invent aliens! The children have explored 
teeth and dental hygiene to understand the importance of a healthy diet and regular brushing.  

Reception have had a super ‘No Pens Day’ where they focused on their communication skills. In 
phonics this week, they have learnt the sounds z, qu, ch and words with ‘s’ at the end and the tricky 
words go, no, to and into. In maths this week, the children have been comparing the number of 
objects in 2 sets by matching them 1:1 and focusing on using the language of more than, fewer than 
and an equal number when comparing groups. The children have been working so hard on their 
nativity and they are doing so well performing on the stage. 

Year 1 have begun their new story ‘Lily and the Snowman’, exploring different ways to describe a 
winter setting and the essential accessories every snowman needs. As part of ‘No Pens Day’, they 
verbally created their own silly stories and put their problem solving to the test through coin and 
construction challenges. 

Year 2 had so much fun during No Pens Day. They had to work as a team to build a boat that was 
long and strong enough to hold weights on the water. They have been working so hard on their 
nativity and it looks amazing with all of the festive costumes! In English, they have started their 
independent writing all about their own animal that is afraid of the dark. 

Year 3 have had an exciting week. They had a fantastic ‘No Pens Day’, which involved lots of acting 
and drama, making paper skeletons and starting their Christmas decorations. On Thursday, after lots 
of designing and collecting materials/boxes, they finally made their Anderson shelters linked to our 
World War 2 topic. They look amazing! 

Year 4 have been creating volcano inspired collages using natural materials. They are still enjoying 
writing about visiting Sicily. They are looking at the links between the 3,6 and 9 times tables. In their 
weekly music lessons, they are continuing to practise creating the correct sounds using the clarinet 

Year 5 built volcano models! They used a plastic bottle, cardboard box and newspaper to papier 
mache the volcano and then painted them! They can’t wait to share their models with you during 
sharing afternoon next week. 

Year 6 were very busy on ‘No Pens Day’ and spent the morning creating obstacle courses to guide 
their peers through whilst they were blindfolded; they had to use really precise instructions! They 
also researched and classified animals found in the River Ganges and they really enjoyed using 
watercolours to create a painting of the Himalayan monal. 

 



 
 

Word of the Week 

Reception - calm 

Year 1 - effort 

Year 2 - distress 

Year 3 - clutched 

Year 4 - hostile 

Year 5 - hunches 

Year 6 - communicate 

KS1 Nativity 

Thank you for your quick responses to book tickets for our KS1 Nativity on Wednesday 8th and 
Thursday 9th December. Tickets will be sent home in your child’s reading diary. Please bring them 
with you to gain entry to the show!  

Reception Nativity 

Thank you for your quick responses to book tickets for our Reception Nativity on Wednesday 8th and 
Thursday 9th December. Tickets will be sent home in your child’s reading diary. Please bring them 
with you to gain entry to the show! 

Breck Foundation online safety presentation 

On Monday 13th December, there will be an online presentation for parents from ‘The Breck 
Foundation’ to support families around the dangers of online grooming and to help parents educate 
and empower their children to make better decisions to stay safer online. The presentation is for 
adults only. The presentation will be via zoom; the link for this will be sent out shortly. If you would 
like to attend the session, please can you complete this form. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSes-
PlzS0ajni17pOs63OSE2E8ye2OnPFDR2IlQxbEget60Ig/viewform?usp=sf_link  

Sharing Afternoon  

On Wednesday 1st December from 2:30pm we will be holding our postponed sharing afternoon. 
Please come along to have a look at your child’s work. If your child is in KS2, please arrive at the 
school office and if your child is in KS1 or EYFS, please arrive at the Church Road entrance at 2:30pm. 
You will need to bring a completed covid form with you (see attached). If you need a printed copy, 
please ask the school office in advance. After you have looked at your child’s work, you may take 
your child home - please remember to sign them out with the class teacher before leaving the 
classroom. We look forward to seeing you there. 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSes-PlzS0ajni17pOs63OSE2E8ye2OnPFDR2IlQxbEget60Ig/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSes-PlzS0ajni17pOs63OSE2E8ye2OnPFDR2IlQxbEget60Ig/viewform?usp=sf_link


 
 

MAF Advent Adventure 

On Monday 29th November, your child will be bringing home an MAF Advent Calendar. The MAF are 
a charity organisation who do good work around the world providing food, medicine and resources 
to some of the most isolated communities worldwide. Each day, your child is invited to open their 
advent calendar and take part in the adventure story exploring different countries. The adventure 
begins on the 1st December and a new part of the story is revealed on the MAF website each day 
including a Bible reading. Your child's class teacher will be sharing an assembly to introduce the 
advent adventure in the coming days. Please find attached a letter with more information. These 
lovely advent calendars have been given to us for free and you are under no obligation to take part.  

St Luke’s Christingle Service 

Christingle Service at St Luke's Church, Whyteleafe on Sunday 5th December at 9.30am in aid of the 
Children's Society. " Come and Build a Christingle with Us". 

(see poster attached) 

Important Dates 

• Friday 26th November - INSET Day 
• Wednesday 1st December 2:30pm - Sharing Afternoon 
• Thursday 2nd December 9:00am - 5S Proud Showcase (parents of the class are invited to 

watch) 
• Friday 3rd December - PTA Christmas Jumpers and Cakes/bottles donations 
• Sunday 5th December - PTA Christmas Fair 
• Tuesday 7th December 2:30pm - Nursery Christmas Songs 
• Wednesday 8th December - Christmas Lunch 
• Wednesday 8th December 9:30am - KS1 Nativity 
• Wednesday 8th December 1:30pm - Reception Nativity 
• Thursday 9th December 9:30am - KS1 Nativity 
• Thursday 9th December 1:30pm - Reception Nativity 
• Thursday 9th December 2:30pm - Nursery Christmas Songs 
• Monday 13th December 7-8pm online safety talk from Breck Foundation (zoom link to be 

shared soon) 
• Wednesday 15th December 1:30pm - Grandparents’ Tea Party for choir and orchestra 
• Thursday 16th December 6:00 - 7:30pm - Carol Evening 
• Friday 17th December - Last day of term 
• Tuesday 4th January - INSET Day 
• Wednesday 5th January - First day back for children. 

I hope you have a lovely weekend. 

Kind regards 

Miss Hunt 

Head of School 

 



 
 

Thrive quote of the week 

 

 

 


