
 
 

Parentmail – 04/02/2022 

Dear Parents/Carers,  

  

It has been a lovely sunny week at Whyteleafe School.  We were treated to 5S’s 
PROUD Showcase all about Easter, Year 1 received their duckling eggs that have 
started to hatch and we have been able to participate in lots of sporting activities 
against other schools! 

  

Nursery have been diving deep under the sea! They have explored different sea 
creatures, shells and seaweed in the tuff spot and talked about what they might see, 
smell and touch if they were swimming under the water. The children have had fun in 
the creative area making their own octopus plates and nautical playdough models! 
The children have spent time accurately counting sea creatures and matching them 
to the correct numerals as well as using unifix cubes to match a given shape pattern. 
There has also been the opportunity for the children to learn about dental care and 
the importance of regular teeth brushing. 

Reception have started their new ‘Write Stuff’ unit - Handa’s Surprise. As part of the 
first plot point, they smelt the exotic fruit that Handa took in her basket and discussed 
words to describe how the fruit smelt. Then they went on to look at how the animals 
were taking the fruit and how Handa didn’t notice them. They also looked at where 
the book was set, some facts about Africa and the animals that live there. In maths, 
they have looked at numbers 0-10. They've been looking at quantities, number 
formation and ordering. In phonics, they have continued to recap their phase 3 
sounds, tricky words and read words ending in -s or -es. Your child has made you a 
Mother’s Day surprise that they can’t wait to share with you - please check their book 
bags! 

Year 1 planned and wrote their own version of ‘The Queen’s Hat’. Instead of the 
Queen on a walk, their main character was Miss Hunt and they thought about what 
the wind might blow away. In their writing they challenged themselves to include 
onomatopoeia, similes and alliteration. Their special visitors arrived on Tuesday and 
by Thursday, 3 ducklings had hatched. They are still waiting on 2 more and look 
forward to getting to know them better next week. In science, they have enjoyed 
learning about seasonal changes in spring and have discovered some animals that 
have babies in spring. Did you know a group of frogs is called an army of frogs? 

Year 2 have been learning all about halving and how we can link it to doubling in 
maths. In English, they’ve finished their sentence stacking and have engaged in 
some exciting drama to give them lots of ideas for their independent write next week! 
In science, 2KM have been making ear muffs whilst 2L have been exploring different 
man made and natural objects. Most excitingly, they have finally finished decorating 
their tudor houses and can’t wait to show you their fantastic work at sharing 
afternoon next week! 



 
 

Year 3 have started reading their new English text called, ‘The Street Beneath my 
Feet’.  In maths, they have been practising how to halve 2-digit numbers up to 100 
and using their known number facts to solve problems involving larger numbers, for 
example, if they know 3 x 5 = 15, they know that 3 x 50 = 150.  In science, they have 
been learning about reflection.  They investigated the best reflective materials to use 
in order to design a dog coat for late night walks.  

Year 4  have been continuing their learning about time.  Children have reminded 
themselves how to tell the time on an analogue clock before converting to digital 
times.  They have also found the difference between different times.  In writing, they 
have continued their persuasive writing about using less plastic and have learnt 
about the effect that puns can have on their writing.  In history, they researched 
different Egyptian gods and explored why the Egyptians worshipped them. 

Year 5 have been writing a story on the theme of anti-bullying using a range of 
literary features. In maths, they have been learning about different kinds of numbers 
e.g. prime, square and composite. They are now moving onto our next topic which 
covers fractions, decimals and percentages. In history, they have been evaluating 
different sources which give information about the Kingdom of Benin. Well done, 5S 
on their superb PROUD showcase and a huge congratulations to the Year 5 
Geography quiz team who showcased some of their excellent geographical 
knowledge last Friday. 

Year 6 have been using persuasive features when writing holiday brochures all 
about Stonehenge. In maths, they have been calculating missing angles on a 
straight line, around a point and in a triangle. The children have been applying this 
learning to reasoning questions and have been very resilient as the questions 
increased in challenge.  In PE, they have been perfecting a safe backwards roll and 
building our stamina with cross country.  

  

Word of the Week 

Reception - fresh 

Year 1 - glide 

Year 2 - precious 

Year 3 - ambitious 

Year 4 - reluctant  

Year 5 - quality 

Year 6 - hindrance  

  



 
 

Uniform Policy 

Please find attached uniform policy.  We have not made any changes to our policy 
this year.  If you have any questions or feedback, please send via 
info@whyteleafeschool.org 

  

Exciting News 

I am pleased to share with you that Chloe Leader (from wraparound care) gave birth 
to her beautiful daughter, Annabelle, on 7th March.  I am sure you will join me in 
congratulating her and her family on their new arrival and wish them all the best. 

  

Sharing Afternoon 

On Wednesday 30th March, we are excited to welcome parents in for our spring 
term sharing afternoon.  This is a lovely opportunity for you to come in and look at 
your children’s learning for the term.  If you would like to come in and see your 
child’s work, please read the following instructions carefully: 

  

Gates will open at 2:20pm.  All parents should enter through the pedestrian gate at 
the front of the school and queue for entrance at the door your child normally enters 
the school. 

  

• Reception - Reception gate 
• Year 1 and 2 - KS1 door 
• Year 3 and 6 - Swimming pool door 
• Year 4 and 5 - KS2 door 
• Nursery - Nursery gate 

  

Please be aware that we will be limiting this to 1 adult per family to try and minimise 
numbers.  Please wear a face covering and bring the attached COVID declaration 
form completed to speed up entry. 

  

Rotary Fun Run 

Please see the attached forms for more information about the Rotary Club fun run on 
Sunday 19th April. 

mailto:info@whyteleafeschool.org


 
 

  

Fortnite 

Please refer to the separate Parentmail message to be sent about Fornite and 
internet safety. 

  

Nicer weather 

Now the sun is shining, we are seeing a lot more families scooting and cycling to 
school, which is great to see.  With so many children arriving on wheels, can I 
remind you that when they enter the school grounds, they must come off their 
scooters or bikes and walk them through the playgrounds for the safety of all 
pedestrians. 

  

Ukraine Donations 

Thank you so much for the amazing donations received to send out to Ukraine. The 
last shipment being arranged by our wonderful kitchen team at Whyteleafe School 
left today so we can no longer accept donations. If you wish to help further, there are 
many other local donation points being arranged by the Whyteleafe Community Hub 
and you can find further details on these on their Facebook site. 

  

Parking 

Please remember that you should not park on the yellow road markings on Church 
Road.  As this is an exit for all of our families, it is much busier on the footpaths so 
we need to keep this area clear of cars for the safety of our children. 

Please be considerate when parking your vehicle during school drop off and 
collection times. Please DO NOT use the private car parks of local residences,  block 
any residential driveways or park on yellow lines or school markings. 

  

Important Dates 

• Monday 28th March - Class Photos 
• Tuesday 29th March - Year 4 Egyptian Day 
• Wednesday 30th March - Year 4 clarinet assembly 9am, parents welcome 
• Wednesday 30th March - Sharing Afternoon from 2:30pm 
• Wednesday 30th March 6:00pm - 6:30pm - Times Tables Parent Workshop 
• Friday 1st April 8:45am - 9:30am - KS2 Times Tables Parent Workshop 
• Friday 1st April - Last day of Spring Term 



 
 

• Monday 18th April - Easter Monday Bank Holiday 
• Tuesday 19th April - First day of Summer Term 

  

I hope you have a lovely weekend. 

  

Kind regards 

  

Miss Hunt 

Head of School 

 


