
 

 

 Parentmail Newsletter 23.09.22 

Dear Parents/Carers,  

The children have enjoyed lots of exciting learning this week, and many had the chance to go to one 
of our autumn school clubs. We are very lucky that so many of our staff run a variety of different 
clubs.  

Yesterday, lots of the children were delighted to share their learning with a parent/carer/grandparent. 
Thank you to everybody who came along. Please don’t worry if you couldn’t make it yesterday, there 
will be another opportunity soon. 

Nursery have been looking at the book ‘The Smartest Giant in Town’. They have been thinking about 
how to care for others and what it means to be kind. During carpet sessions, the children have been 
exploring things that make them unique such as their height and eye colour. They have loved 
celebrating the attributes that make them the same and the attributes that make them different. The 
children have loved acting out counting songs such as ‘5 Little Men in a Flying Saucer’ and using their 
new resources in the continuous provision. 

Reception have started their Little Wandle phonics journey. They have learnt to recognise and form 
‘s’ ‘a’ ‘t’ and ‘p’. They have played some oral blending games to develop their ability to listen to and 
blend the sounds together. E.g. Can you touch your t-o-p? The children have enjoyed the opportunity 
to explore a range of maths resources within their continuous provision. In the creative area, the 
children have each drawn their own self portrait using pencils and mirrors. 

Year 1 have been preparing for their writing with an experience day: learning how to make a gluten 
free chocolate jug cake! In geography, we learnt to identify different features of the local area from 
photos of Whyteleafe and we shared the story ‘Websters Manners’ to develop our knowledge of 
staying safe online.   

Year 2 have been continuing with their last sentence stacking lessons for ‘The Owl who was Afraid of 
the Dark’. They had a classroom campfire where hot chocolate and marshmallows were thoroughly 
enjoyed by all! In maths, they have been adding together tens (eg. 40+20=) and managed to count to 
100! In science, they’ve been investigating the best ways to wash their hands to keep themselves 
healthy. In history, they investigated where and when the Great Fire of London started.  

Year 3 have been completing their last sentence stacking lessons for ‘The Blue Umbrella’ and next 
week they will start planning their own story.  In maths, they have been looking at adding 10s to a 
number and counting over 100 using a number line.  It was lovely seeing so many parents at the 
sharing afternoon and all the children were proud to show their work. 

Year 4 have continued to explore column addition and have looked at known facts that can support 
their written calculations.  In English, they have written their own version of ‘Feast’ with their own 
protagonist.  In reading, they have looked at a text called ‘The Little Match Girl’ and investigated the 
meaning and symbolism behind the words. 

Year 5 have had an exciting week learning about our planet and solar system. They located the lines 
of longitude and latitude on a world map and learnt the meaning and purpose of these. They also 
used Google earth to look at satellite images of our planet and drew their own diagrams of the solar 
system.  

Year 6 have been busy diving into learning all about the circulatory system in both reading and 
science. They have worked hard to develop their understanding of how to balance equations with 
both whole and decimals numbers. Independently, they have produced some fantastic postcards from 
their fairy-tale villain and enjoyed sharing them during the sharing afternoon.  



 

 

Word of the Week 

Year 1 - effort 

Year 2 - endless 

Year 3 - ambitious 

Year 4 - arrogant 

Year 5 - Bewilder 

Year 6 - articulate 

GLF 10 year celebration Friday 7th October 

To celebrate GLF Schools’ 10th birthday, all schools in the Trust will be participating in activities 
across the same week in October.  Your child will be able to come to school in mufti on this day, they 
can dress up as their favourite sportsperson. A voluntary contribution of £1 is suggested for this. 
Funds raised through these activities will be split 50:50 between Whyteleafe School, and the GLF 
Schools’ Foundation which was launched earlier this year.   

The GLF Schools’ Foundation is an initiative within GLF Schools which provides opportunities for all 
young people within GLF schools to have exposure to additional opportunities and experiences 
regardless of their financial background. Funds raised will provide additional extra-curricular 
programmes for children. 

The children will also get an opportunity to take part in art activities, and will do a fun run during the 
day. 

Parking - St Luke’s Mews 

Residents have asked us to remind parents that St Luke’s Mews, the apartment block next to St 
Luke’s Church, is a private car park for residents only. We kindly ask you not to park there. 

Attendance 

Rainbows - 91% % 

BB - 97% 

HB 94% 

1LY - 98% 

1R - 96% 

2G - 94% 

2L - 99% 

3EH - 85% 

3H - 96% 



 

4K - 95% 

4R - 97% 

5C - 95% 

5S - 98% 

6C - 88% 

6N - 89% 

Have a great weekend, 

  

Miss Caroline Bishop & Mrs Emma Skipper 

Interim Co Heads of School 

Important Dates 

Friday 7th October - GLF 10 Year Anniversary Celebration - Mufti Day 

Friday 7th October - Years 1 - 6 School discos - more information to follow 

Monday 10th October - flu vaccinations for Reception - Y6 

Tuesday 11th October - Year 4 Roman Day 

Thursday 13th October - Year 3 Harvest Festival 

Monday 17th October - Individual and sibling photos 

Thursday 20th October - Year 3 Horrible Histories London Trip 

Monday 24th October - Half term 

Monday 7th November - parent consultations - more information to follow 

Thursday 10th November - parent consultations - more information to follow 

 

  

  

 


