
 
 

Parentmail Newsletter - 23/06/22 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Another busy week at Whyteleafe. The children have been practising for their sports days next 
week, and we look forward to seeing many of you there. Please see important dates below for 
the timings. Today, the children had ‘No Pens Day’, where their teachers planned exciting 
activities, without a pen in sight! Next week, the children will have a morning with their new 
teacher (on Tuesday 28th June). On Monday 27th June, you will receive an email to let you know 
which teacher your child will have next year. Please do not forget that there is an inset day 
tomorrow - so no school for your children. 

Nursery have been exploring the books 10 Little Pirates and Grandad’s Island. They have 
enjoyed thinking about how to make one less with numbers 1 to 10, and have been thinking 
imaginatively about what could be behind the ‘mysterious’ and ‘unusual’ doors in ‘Grandad’s 
Island’. The children were so taken by the story that they challenged themselves to write some of 
Grandma Fantastic’s words. 

Reception have started their next topic all about bees. They were visited by Bee Keeper Mrs 
Smith, who came to tell them all about the school bees! They have started to learn the stages of 
the lifecycle and have used Grandma's words to describe the first stage. The children have 
enjoyed exploring their Bee Investigation role-play area and curiosity cube. In maths, they have 
explored capacity and have been using the correct vocabulary to describe the amount in a 
container. 

Year 1 have been carrying on their learning about money and counting in 2s, 5s and 10s. In 
English, they have continued writing instructions using imperative (bossy) verbs, focusing on the 
format and order of their instructions. For history, they learnt about how some toys that were 
created over 100 years ago, are still being sold today (teddy bears, Crayola crayons and 
Meccano), and explored how these toys have changed over this time. Everyone enjoyed their trip 
to the field, exploring the changes that occur as the seasons move from spring into summer. 

Year 2 have been working hard with their English when writing emotional explanations of their 
feelings. They’ve used a range of similes and metaphors! In maths, they’ve started their unit on 
money; counting in pence and pounds. They had great fun on No Pens Day, where they had 
circle time talking about managing their emotions, in preparation for their independent write. They 
were computing whizzes, creating pictograms and analysing data. In the afternoon, they used 
their understanding of money to open and run their own shops. 

Year 3 have been working hard during their PE lessons, competing in District Sports events 
trials, and practising for the Sports Morning next week. They have also designed and made their 
own clay Greek pots, and continued writing their version of the Greek myth Theseus and the 
Minotaur. During No Pens Day they made helicopters to develop their knowledge of seed 
dispersal in science; and have also begun their own Greek History presentation slides, which you 
can see on Google Classroom. 

Year 4 have been working hard on their art and DT projects for the half term. They have 
designed and created their own shield and mosaic. In English, they have watched the Disney 
video ‘Feast’, and are beginning to write their own plot points to the story. They also had a visit 
from Gertie, Mrs Skipper’s dog. In maths, they have learnt about coordinates and translating 
polygons. 

Year 5 designed their own Viking longboats based on a design criteria. Their designs had to 
include a traditional Viking dragon, a sail, shields and seats. They used a range of materials to 



 
 

build their own boats on No Pens Day, and even had the extra challenge of trying to make their 
boat float! Check out the photos on Twitter of our final products. 

Year 6 have been busy creating electrical circuits and planning their own investigation about the 
length of wires from a buzzer. The children have been designing Ancient Maya masks and then 
creating them on TinkerCAD, a 3D programming site. In PE, they have been practising their long 
and high jump skills. 

Word of the Week 

Reception - translucent 

Year 1 - embarrass 

Year 2 - stern 

Year 3 - preserve 

Year 4 - vacate 

Year 5 - robust 

Year 6 - imperative 

Summer Music Concert 

On Tuesday 5th of July, we are holding a summer music concert from 6.30-7.30pm in the school 
hall. Choir, orchestra, years 3,4,5,and 6 recorder groups, ukulele group and mini-singers will all 
be taking part. Those children who are performing need to be at school by 6.20pm with their 
instrument. They should also wear their school uniform. All are welcome to attend the concert; no 
tickets are required but there will be a collection at the end of the concert towards the upkeep of 
music resources in the school. We look forward to you joining us. 

School Dinner Charges 

As tomorrow is an INSET day, charges for school dinners taken by your child this week will be 
added to your account on Monday 27th June. Please check your Parentmail account on Monday 
afternoon and make any credit payments required. 

School Fund Donation 21/22 

Like many schools, we request that parents make a contribution of £15 to our school fund each 
year. Donations are used to benefit the school and our pupils in many ways. As the end of the 
year is approaching, if you are able to make the contribution, please do so via Parentmail or the 
school office. Thank you in advance for your support. 

Swimming Fees 

Swimming fees per child are £70.00 for the year and are currently payable for years 2, 3, 4 and 
5. Your child receives a group swimming lesson each week, with a qualified swimming instructor. 
As the end of year is approaching, please can we ask that you make any outstanding payments 
via Parentmail or the school office. Thank you. 

Attendance 



 
 

5S - 98.67 % 

6N - 98% 

HB - 98% 

4R - 97.59% 

5H - 97.24% 

1N - 97% 

3TY - 96.9% 

2KM - 96.67% 

2l - 95.3% 

6K - 95% 

1R - 94.67% 

4C - 94% 

3BE - 93% 

BB - 91.23% 

Rainbows - 88.3% 

 
Kind regards 

Mrs Emma Skipper & Miss Caroline Bishop 

Interim Co Heads of School 

Important Dates 

Thursday 23rd June - New Reception Information Evening 6:30-7:30pm 

Friday 24th June - INSET day 

Tuesday 28th June - Transition morning - children spend the morning in their new classes 

Thursday 30th June - Honey Bees Showcase 

Friday 1st July - Sports Day KS2 9.30-11am Nursery, Reception and KS1 1:30-3pm 

Friday 1st July - Reports sent home 

Sunday 3rd July - Summer Fair 11:30-2:30 



 
 

Tuesday 5th July - Summer Music Concert (more details to follow) 6:30-7:30pm 

Thursday 7th July - Bumble Bees Showcase 

Monday 11th July - opportunity to discuss report 3.30-5pm 5.30-6.30pm 

Monday 11th July - Y6 Leavers’ BBQ 6.30pm-7.30pm 

Friday 15th July - Last day of term - finish at 3pm 


