
 
 

Parentmail – 22.10.21 

Dear Parents/Carers,  

Our final week of term has definitely not been a quiet one! The children have been very busy 
and we celebrated our first Gold Award this week for ‘Presentation’. 

Nursery have been exploring different autumnal vegetables. They have used the magnifying 
glasses to look closely at the colours, shapes and textures. They have enjoyed learning our 
harvest song ‘The Dingle Dangle Scarecrow!’ Please have a look on Tapestry to watch 
them!  

Reception have learnt about self-identity and diversity as part of their Black History Month 
celebrations. We have looked at their similarities and differences and how they are all 
unique. They have listened to the story of ‘The Crayon Box that Talked’, drawn a self-portrait 
and coloured in the crayon using our favourite colours. In phonics, they have learnt the 
sounds ck, e, u, r and talked about what a diagraph is. In maths, they have looked at how 
numbers can be composed of 1s and begun to investigate the composition of 3 and 4. 

Year 1 explored the last of the seven continents … Africa. They discovered some animals 
that can be found in different parts of this incredible continent, learnt about African 
elephants, a range of big cats, giraffes, wildebeest and hippos. For Black History Month they 
have continued learning about Marcus Rashford and why he is a role model. 

Year 2 have been exploring the magic of fireworks! They had their own fireworks display 
experience in class which helped them to come up with some amazing adjectives. They’ve 
been working hard in maths on adding 3 numbers together and have used dice to help them. 
To finish their Black History Month celebration, they created a quilt of drawings about being 
proud, inspired by artist Ed Johnetta Miller. 

Year 3 have made gliders and competed in their own model air show! This was in honour of 
the aviator Bessie Coleman, who they have been learning about as part of Black History 
Month.  

Year 4 have been learning about Floella Benjamin and her struggles when coming to 
England during their reading lessons. They have continued learning about Sonia Boyce and 
have produced self-portraits inspired by her artwork. In computing, they have looked at audio 
files and are beginning to investigate how they are used. 

Year 5 have read poetry by Benjamin Zephaniah. They then wrote their own poems inspired 
by ‘The British’ to represent the diverse nationalities we have at Whyteleafe school. 

Year 6 have been editing their biographies on Sibusiso Vilane and publishing them on a 
google sites webpage on the Chromebooks. Year 6 can login with their google account and 
show these at home. Also, they carried out their science experiment looking at how their 
heart rate has increased after different exercises and have presented their findings in a 
graph. 

Word of the Week 

Reception - annoy 

Year 1 - effort 

http://www.edjohnetta.com/


 
 

Year 2 - submerge 

Year 3 - draught 

Year 4 - diligent 

Year 5 - conjure  

Year 6 - aggressive  

Spelling Activities 

Please find attached a range of ideas and activities to support your child with learning their 
spellings as an alternative, and more fun option, to learning by rote. 

Parent Consultations 

Thank you for your feedback regarding parent consultations. As a result of the feedback 
received, we have made the decision to hold a virtual parents evening (via School Cloud) on 
Monday 8th November and an in person parents evening on Thursday 11th November. 
Further information on how to book these appointments will follow. These appointments will 
be allocated on a first come, first served basis. 

Covid Restrictions 

As a school, we will be looking at numbers of positive covid cases over half term and will 
inform you of any changes we will be making to our risk assessment and the running of the 
school day. 

Covid Reporting 

Please continue to report positive Covid cases to us throughout the half term using the 
covid@whyteleafeschool.org email address. 

If your child is unwell and has any of the current symptoms of Covid 19, you must take them 
for a PCR test and keep them at home until the results of the test are received. You should 
then forward a copy of your results to the school using the covid@whyteleafeschool.org 
email address and we will get back to you with further guidance. 

Please be reminded that lateral flow tests should not be used when someone has 
symptoms, it must be a PCR test. 

If your child does test positive on a lateral flow test taken for any other reason, please take 
them for a PCR test and report the results to us. 

Swimming Fees - Year 3, 4 and 5 

We have made aware that Parentmail is currently not allowing parents to pay their swimming 
fee in instalments. We have raised this problem with Parentmail who have confirmed this is 
an issue across their system and that they are looking into it. Swimming fees are £70.00 for 
the year. If you wish to pay in instalments, while the system is not accepting these, you can 
make your instalment payment via cash or cheque at the school office. We apologise for any 
inconvenience and will communicate when this issue is resolved. 

mailto:covid@whyteleafeschool.org


 
 

Important Dates 

• Monday 1st November - First day back after half term 

• Monday 8th November - Virtual Parent Consultations 

• Thursday 11th November - In person Parent Consultations 

• Thursday 11th November - 4R Harvest Showcase (new date) 
• Monday 15th November - Friday 19th November - Friendship Week 

• Thursday 18th November - 4S Showcase 

• Wednesday 24th November - No Pens Day! 
• Friday 26th November - INSET Day 

• Thursday 2nd December - 5S Showcase 

• Sunday 5th December - Christmas Fair 
• Wednesday 8th December - Christmas Lunch 

• Wednesday 8th December (am) - KS1 Christmas Play 

• Wednesday 8th December (pm) - Reception Christmas Play 

• Thursday 9th December (am) - KS 1 Christmas Play 

• Thursday 9th December (pm) - Reception Christmas Play 

• Wednesday 15th December (pm) - Grandparents’ Tea Party 

• Thursday 16th December (evening) - Carol Evening 

• Friday 17th December - last day of term 

• Wednesday 5th January - First day of term 

I hope you have a lovely half term and I look forward to seeing you on Monday 1st 
November. 

Kind regards 

Miss Hunt 

Head of School 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Thrive activity of the week 

Mindfulness activities for children, have fun with these over half term.  


