
 
 

Parentmail – 21/01/2022 

 

Dear Parents/Carers,  

It has been another exciting week at Whyteleafe and we finally got to watch the long awaited 6K 

Showcase. Even with a number of children absent, they pulled off an amazing show teaching us 

about mountains and rivers! 

Nursery have continued with the theme of Traditional Tales and have been learning through the 

story ‘Little Red Riding Hood.’ They have been developing their cutting and sticking skills while 

making a plate wolf head. They have been re-telling the story through picture prompts and making 

pretend cakes for Grandma! To help develop number skills, the children have enjoyed building 

towers to represent numbers and watching the number blocks episodes for numbers 1 and 2. The 

children have been introduced to the letter sound ‘a’ and shared objects which begin with this letter.  

Reception had another exciting week. They have been tasting jelly beans as part of 'The Write Stuff'. 

They came up with fantastic vocabulary to describe how the jelly beans looked and tasted to go with 

their noticing and tasting lenses. In phonics this week, they have learnt the digraphs 'oo', 'oo', 'ar' 

and 'or' and the tricky words ‘was’, ‘they’ and ‘you’.  Our number of the week this week is 3 and in 

maths, we have been learning that each number has a value of 1 more than the previous number. 

We have been representing this using the numberblocks and squares to order quantities up to 5 or 

10. The children have been very keen to build their own ‘staircases' using a range of resources inside 

and outside.  

Year 1 started learning about the history of space travel. Did you know the first animals in space 

were fruit flies? In science, they have started exploring everyday materials, by beginning to identify 

different materials around them. E.g. wood, metal, plastic, glass, fabric, rock. In English, they are 

learning a new story, ‘The Way Back Home’ by Oliver Jeffers. They have also been focusing on 

learning 3D shapes, sorting 3D shapes and making repeating patterns. Year 1 are also developing 

their tag rugby skills. The current skill we are focusing on is passing the ball using 2 hands! 

Year 2 have been continuing their writing about Stardust. They went on a space exploration and 

watched The Big Bang and wrote some fantastic descriptive sentences. In maths, they’ve been 

working on adding and subtracting by partitioning numbers so they can use their number bonds to 

help them. In science, they’ve been exploring the everyday materials that you can find in the 

classroom and around the school. During PE, they looked at high and low shapes and travelling, and 

got to share some elegant routines.  

Year 3 have been continuing their story of ’The Secret of Black Rock' and are beginning to think 

about planning their own ending. In maths, they have been counting on to find the difference 

between two 3-digit numbers and using their own number line to help them. In music, they have 

been learning to sing the song ‘Mama Mia’ and now are learning to play it on the Glockenspiel.  

Year 4 have been finishing writing their class poem about The River and continuing their learning 

about using metaphors and a rhyming pattern. In maths, they have been looking at the language of 

‘groups of’ to represent multiplication and how they can use this to solve more complex problems. 

In history, they have looked at a time line of the Ancient Egyptian and discovered how long ago their 

civilization was. 

 



 
 

Year 5 have been continuing their adventure stories based on ‘The Gorilla’. In maths, they have been 

using their multiplication, division and fraction knowledge to solve scaling problems. In geography, 

they have developed their knowledge of different states of America, creating fact-files and using 

research skills. They have also started a music module where they will be using keyboards to learn to 

play ‘3 Little Birds’. 

Year 6 have been working really hard by applying lots of their learning in test papers. They have also 

been learning about when the Stone Age was, what cave art is and creating their own! In PE, they 

have looked at the difference in technique between passing and scoring in hockey. 

 

Word of the Week 

Reception - nibble 

Year 1 - wander 

Year 2 - ghastly 

Year 3 - immense 

Year 4 - odious 

Year 5 - legitimate 

Year 6 – exaggerate 

 

Anti-bullying Survey Years 3-6 

Thanks to all of you who have completed the permission form for your child to take part in the 

survey. This is your last chance to allow your child to take part in the survey. Please use this link to 

complete the permission form. 

 

Children’s Mental Health Awareness Week 

For this year's Children's Mental Health Week (7-13th February), the School Council have been busy 

putting plans in place. Throughout the week, each class will have 30 minutes of each day set aside 

for a wellbeing activity chosen by the children themselves. A selection of activities have been drawn 

up by the members of the School Council and each class will select a different activity from the list 

each day. The activities range from scribble art to mindful eating, yoga to puzzle time. The main aim 

of the week is to put the pupils in charge of what they would find beneficial and help explore 

different ways in which they can support their own wellbeing.  

 

Sharing Afternoon 

Unfortunately, our sharing afternoon scheduled for Friday 28th January will be postponed due to the 

rising number of cases in school. 

 



 
 

Science Fair 

We are very excited to be holding our annual science fair on Monday. Unfortunately, due to the 

rising number of covid cases in school, we will no longer be inviting parents to view the projects. All 

of the children will get the opportunity to celebrate each other’s work. Keep an eye out for Twitter 

as we will post lots of photos to share with you. 

 

Important Dates 

Monday 24th January - Science Day and Science Fair 

Thursday 27th January 9:00am - 4R PROUD Showcase - additional information to follow 

Thursday 3rd February 9:00am - 3TY PROUD Showcase  

I hope you have a lovely weekend. 

 

Kind regards 

Miss Hunt 

Head of School 

 

Thrive 

Happy new year. 

Please follow the attachment to find some calming activities for children. 

We hope you have fun with these.  

Young people 

https://wp.cdn.thriveftc.com/prod/uploads/2022/01/Thrive-Calming-Activities-for-YP-scaled.jpg 

Children 

https://wp.cdn.thriveftc.com/prod/uploads/2022/01/Thrive-Calming-Activities-for-CH-scaled.jpg 

Early years 

https://wp.cdn.thriveftc.com/prod/uploads/2022/01/Thrive-Calming-Activities-for-EY-scaled.jpg 


