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20th November 2020 

 

Dear Parents/Carers,  

As our celebrations for Friendship Week come to an end, we are looking back on a very busy week at 

Whyteleafe.  

Nursery have been learning about the number 3; letter a; how to write their names and all about squares.   

Reception have been learning about Diwali and the traditions involved. They have learnt about and discussed 

clothes, music, food, fireworks, rangoli and mehndi patterns. The children have enjoyed making paper 

lanterns, drawing round their hands and designing their own mehndi patterns. In maths this week they have 

been learning about the number 4, different ways to make 4 and its relation to a square.   

Year 1 have started to learn about weather and the weather in Autumn. They have learnt a story about 

weather and came up with their own actions to help them perform.  In maths, they have started exploring 

addition within 10, focusing on the purpose of addition and the equals symbols and what they represent.   

Year 2 have started the rehearsal for their Nativity and have been learning about Diwali.  They have created 

and decorated their own rangoli pictures.   

Year 3 have been applying their knowledge of air raid shelters in history to design their own model Anderson 

shelter in art/DT lessons. They have also linked their science topic of ‘light and dark’ to their word of the 

week.   

Year 4 have been learning about the changing states of matter in science, by melting chocolate.  They also 

had a wonderful day celebrating Diwali, created beautiful Mendhi designs and compared Diwali celebrations 

to Christmas celebrations. They also worked up a sweat by learning and creating their own Bollywood dance 

routines. Did you see their Rangoli patterns on the playground?   

Year 5 have been finding out what makes a good newspaper report in English by looking at volcano news 

articles; rounding decimals in maths; refining their rollercoaster designs in DT; reading about the destruction 

of Pompeii; investigating the Richter scale in geography; and learning all about Diwali.   
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Year 6 have been learning about how the body absorbs nutrients and its link to the circulatory system in 

science. They have also been writing their innovation of a journey tale in English. In RE, they have been 

learning about the similarities and differences of Diwali for Hindus and Sikhs, and they have created their 

own rangoli patterns using geometric shapes in maths, as well as creating Mehndi henna designs in art.  

 

Word of the Week 

Reception - annoy 

Year 1 - continent 

Year 2 - stumble 

Year 3 - illuminate  

Year 4 - futile 

Year 5 - conjure  

Year 6 - deceptive 

 

Parents Evening 

Thank you to everyone who attended our virtual parents evening and for your patience with any technical 

issues.  Our new platform worked well and it was lovely that we could still hold some sort of consultation 

where we could see each other.  Thank you for your feedback on School Cloud.   
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No Pens Day 

Next Wednesday 25th November we will be taking part in 'No Pens Day'. 

What is No Pens Day?  

The aim of the day is to encourage spoken language and listening skills and raise awareness of their 

importance in education and beyond.   

For one day, children in the school will put down their pens and pencils and all lessons and activities will 

have a focus on spoken language skills rather than writing skills.  

Why are we taking part?  

Learning to read and write is very important, but people are often not aware of how important spoken 

language and listening skills are too. Being able to express ideas and interact with others are fundamental 

building blocks to children’s development. Research has shown that children who have good language levels 

at a young age achieve better in reading, writing and maths, and are better able to regulate their emotions and 

behaviour.    

Class teachers have lots of exciting activities planned for the day with opportunities for the children to 

express themselves in a variety of ways. 

  

Festive Lunch Day 

Please be reminded that Wednesday 9th December will be our annual Festive Lunch Day and a special 

festive menu is now available for the children on this day. A copy has been attached to this email as there are 

some small changes to the menu. The closing date for bookings for this meal is Friday 27th November. 

On this day we decorate the dining hall, play Christmas music and the children are seated and served their 

festive lunch by staff members. Sadly, we are unable to have crackers this year but it will still be lots of fun! 
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Thrive children are busy making decorations with Mrs Faulkner. All children will be making Christmas hats 

in class to wear for their lunch and it is Christmas Jumper Day too! 

Please remember this is the only menu available on this day and there will be no jacket potato alternative.  

Also, all meals for this day are ordered in advance and so any children not registered for a festive meal must 

have a packed lunch with them on this day please. 

Lunch charges will be added to your child's Parentmail school dinner account on Friday 11th December. 

  

Safety Message 

If you are using the station car park to drop off or pick up your children, please take care when pulling out of 

junctions and be aware of young children crossing.  Please also remind your children the importance of 

looking both ways before they cross the road.  We will be reminding children of road safety in school too. 

  

Children in Need 

Thanks to all parents, staff and children for supporting Children in Need, there were some wonderful 

accessories!  The final amount donated was £697.39 which will be split between Young Minds and Children 

in Need, a very generous amount.  Thanks once again for your continued support.  Mrs Taylor 
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Important dates 

Wednesday 25th November - No Pens Day 

Thursday 26th November - 5S PROUD Showcase 

Thursday 3rd December - Reception PROUD Showcase 

Wednesday 9th December - Festive Lunch Day 

Wednesday 9th December - PTA Christmas Jumper Day 

Thursday 10th December - Year 1 PROUD Showcase 

Thursday 17th December - Year 2 PROUD Showcase 

Thursday 17th December - last day of term 

  

Have a lovely weekend. 

  

Miss Hunt 

Head of School 
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