
 
 

Parentmail – 19/11/2021 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

What a week! We have celebrated Friendship and Anti-bullying Week with the theme of ‘One Kind 

Word’, were treated to an amazing Showcase from 4S and finished the week in our Pudsey 

accessories for Children in Need! 

Nursery have been learning all about light and dark. They have made their own shadow puppets, 

sorted light and dark colour shades and created tissue paper stained glass windows. They’ve enjoyed 

investigating numbers in their water tray and letters and shapes in the gloop! 

Reception have been learning about kindness and friendship. They started the week with 'odd socks' 

day and talked about their choices to celebrate how unique they all are. They had lots of fun 

designing their own socks, then going on a sock hunt and matching them into pairs! All of them have 

tried really hard to be a super friend this week by completing the 'act of kindness' challenge each 

day. In maths, they have been learning how to count objects with care, touching each one in turn. 

They are improving their scissor skills as they learn to follow more complex lines and their writing is 

getting so good! They are now trying to write CVC words all by themselves. In phonics this week, 

they have learnt the sounds j, v, x, y and the tricky words ‘and’, ‘has’, ‘his’ and ‘her’. They finished 

the week with a Children in Need fun day where they completed lots of Pudsey crafts. 

Year 1 have written their own poems all about Whyteleafe School. In geography, they explored how 

unpredictable and dangerous water can be. As part of “Friendship week”, they created posters 

about all the amazing ways they can be kind to each other. 

Year 2 have been working hard on their phonics. They’ve been looking at lots of alien words and 

working on our split digraphs. In maths, they’ve been looking at different types of subtraction and 

working out the difference. They have celebrated ‘Friendship week’ by making kindness posters and 

designing clothing that shows our unique qualities. 

Year 3 have been doing lots of exciting work for ‘Friendship Week’. They made cards and posters and 

listened to stories about kindness. In science, they played ‘Top Trumps’ with their friends to help 

learn about the nutritional values in different foods. They have started a new English topic called 

‘Skeletons and Muscles’ which they are very excited about. 

Year 4 have been continuing to practise their holiday brochures about Sicily, remembering to include 

some really emotive language in their work. In maths, they have been looking at connections 

between the 3 and 6 times tables. For Friendship Week, they have made cards and posters to 

celebrate being kind to each other. 4S have worked hard and produced an assembly that they can be 

incredibly proud of. 



 
 

Year 5 created campaign posters and started a campaign to ban single use plastics! They learnt 

about the damaging effects single use plastic is having on marine life. 

Year 6 have been working hard in their assessments. They have made some really good progress 

with learning the long division algorithm too. For Friendship Week, they have been creating kindness 

quotes and cards and sharing ways they can be kind to others. 

Word of the Week 

Reception - wonder 

Year 1 - kind 

Year 2 - astonished 

Year 3 - seize 

Year 4 - futile 

Year 5 - flabbergasted 

Year 6 - category 

 

No Pens Day Wednesday 

On Wednesday 24th November, we will be joining thousands of other schools and early years 

settings across the country by getting involved in an exciting one-day event called No Pens Day 

Wednesday. No Pens Day is a national day dedicated to speaking and understanding language, No 

Pens Day Wednesday aims to raise awareness of the importance of these skills in children and young 

people’s education and beyond. For one day, Whyteleafe School pupils will put down their pens and 

all lessons and activities will have a focus on speaking and understanding skills rather than writing or 

using a computer keyboard. Why are we taking part? Speaking and understanding skills underpin 

everything we do (learning, making friends, having good mental health, and ultimately getting a job) 

and directly affect pupils’ education and life chances. Including speaking and understanding skills in a 

planned and structured way in pupils’ education can have a positive impact on their learning and 

beyond. How will your child benefit? No Pens Day Wednesday gives your child a chance to practise 

their speaking and understanding skills for a whole school day. Whyteleafe School pupils will be able 

to use what they have learnt from this day throughout the school year. 

 

 



 
 

Young Carers at Whyteleafe 

Who is a Young Carer? 

Every school (indeed every classroom) has pupils affected by disability and illness in the family. A 

‘young carer’ is a young person who provides care to a member of the family or a friend who has 

one, or a combination, of the following conditions: 

• a physical or learning disability. 
• a sensory impairment 
• a chronic condition 
• a terminal illness 
• a mental health problem or illness 
• a drug or alcohol addiction 

By ‘care’ we mean: 

• Practical: A young carer may be helping with cleaning, cooking, laundry, paying bills 
/managing a budget and even helping to collect and give medicine 

• Emotional: May provide a listening ear, comforting, helping the cared for feel better about 
themselves, talking to someone who is distressed (e.g. low because of illness/mental health) 

• Personal: A young carer may assist to help someone to get dressed or wash, helping to feed 
them 

• Physical: A young carer may be supporting a family member with a disability to move: 
getting up from their seat /out of bed. Or they may be helping with shopping, such as 
carrying heavy bags lifting and moving tasks 

Identifying Young Carers 

Whyteleafe school work with local and national organisations to identify Young Carers and signpost 

them to relevant agencies and organisations for support. Parents can also request support for their 

child, if they think they may be a Young Carer, by speaking to a member of school staff or 

emailing info@whyteleafeschool.org 

Our designated member of staff who has responsibility for Young Carers is Caroline Bishop. 

If appropriate, the school can support parents in applying to Surrey Young Carers, or parents can 

complete the referral themselves using this link. 

When a young person looks after someone in their family who has a serious illness, disability or 

substance misuse problem, he or she may need a little extra support to help him or her get the most 

out of school. At Whyteleafe, we run Young Carer groups, which the children love. If you think that 

your child may be a young carer and would benefit from some support, please contact the school for 

more information. 

Important Dates 

mailto:info@whyteleafeschool.org
https://www.actionforcarers.org.uk/who-we-help/young-carers-under-18/


 
 

• Monday 22nd November - Individual and sibling photos 
• Wednesday 24th November - No Pens Day 
• Thursday 25th November - PTA Mufti Day and Jam Jar donations 
• Friday 26th November - INSET Day 
• Wednesday 1st December 2:30pm - Sharing Afternoon 
• Thursday 2nd December 9:00am - 5S Proud Showcase (parents of the class are invited to 

watch) 
• Friday 3rd December - PTA Christmas Jumpers and Cakes/bottles donations 
• Sunday 5th December - PTA Christmas Fair 
• Tuesday 7th December 2:30pm - Nursery Christmas Songs 
• Wednesday 8th December - Christmas Lunch 
• Wednesday 8th December 9:30am - KS1 Nativity 
• Wednesday 8th December 1:30pm - Reception Nativity 
• Thursday 9th December 9:30am - KS1 Nativity 
• Thursday 9th December 1:30pm - Reception Nativity 
• Thursday 9th December 2:30pm - Nursery Christmas Songs 
• Wednesday 15th December 1:30pm - Grandparents’ Tea Party for choir and orchestra 
• Thursday 16th December 6:00 - 7:30pm - Carol Evening 
• Friday 17th December - Last day of term 
• Tuesday 4th January - INSET Day 
• Wednesday 5th January - First day back for children. 

I hope you have a lovely weekend. 

Kind regards 

Miss Hunt 

Head of School 

Thrive activity of the week 

Find a pebble and decorate it, leave it in a place where someone else could find it. 


