
 
 

 

Parentmail Newsletter - 17/06/22 

  

Dear Parents/Carers,  

We have had another wonderful and hot week at Whyteleafe! We have had some 
fantastic opportunities for our children: Reception had an array of animals to hold, 
Year 3 had a super experience at Wakehurst, Year 1 had an exciting toys workshop 
and we had another incredible PROUD showcase yesterday, courtesy of 2KM. 

  

Nursery have been diving deeper into the book ‘The Pirates Love Underpants’ and 
have enjoyed allowing Grandma Fantastic to teach them some new words such as 
‘dashed’ and ‘frightened’. They have been busy on a hunt around Nursery to find and 
make the number ‘7’ in different ways. Outside, the children have been investigating 
items that float and sink and have been learning about different ways to keep safe in 
the sun. At the beginning of the week the children welcomed a wonderful visitor- Mrs 
Smith’s chicken, ‘Forget Me Not’! 

Reception had some very interesting animal visitors this week! The children were 
able to hold, touch or stroke a snake, a tarantula, a millipede, a red-footed tortoise, a 
tenrec and a chameleon. They were so brave and found out some very interesting 
facts about the animals. In English, they have been writing recounts about the 
workshop, what they learnt and their favourite parts. In maths, they have been 
recapping their knowledge of doubles and investigating patterns within numbers. 

Year 1 has begun learning all about money in maths and how counting to 2s, 5s and 
10s can also help them when figuring out how much money they have in coins. In 
their writing, they have been exploring how to write instructions, using bullet points 
and trying to entice the reader to follow their instructions with a catchy 
hook/question. For history, they welcomed Mrs Jenkins to the school who brought 
along nearly a hundred toys for them to play with and learn about. They focused on 
observing how toys had changed over the last 100 years, thinking about what 
materials they were made of and why. They also looked at some family favourites 
and the children have discovered the original gameboy! 

Year 2 - 2KM wowed the school with their brilliant PROUD showcase this week all 
based on their music learning about Jack and the Beanstalk. In maths, they’ve been 
looking at 3D shapes and their properties. In English, they’ve been sentence 
stacking based on the story ‘In my heart’ and describing how they feel when they’re 
happy, brave and mad. In science, they concluded their learning about plants by 
planting their sunflowers outside to enjoy the warm weather!  

Year 3 have had a brillant week and they have all worked so hard.  We have been 
so proud with how well they have handled their English, maths and reading 



 
 

assessments and how amazing they have all done.  It was lovely to finish the week 
with a brilliant (and hot!) trip to Wakehurst.  All the children showed fantastic 
behaviour, they listened well and were enthusiastic in all of the amazing activities we 
did! Well done Year 3! 

Year 4 have been working very hard with their Multiplication Check and deserve a 
huge amount of credit for their desire and effort.  Well done.  In art, they have 
researched different Roman mosaics and they have begun to design their own.  In 
DT, they have investigated the types of shields that the Roman army used and why 
they chose certain colours and symbols on them. 

Year 5 have been learning about relationships this week and finding out about how 
their bodies will change as they grow up. In writing, they have been learning the 
features of a biography and experimenting with puns and alliteration to create 
creative subheadings. 

Year 6 have been working hard learning about scale factors and have used their 
ratio knowledge to support when making conversions. In science, they have been 
investigating the origins of electricity and creating a presentation on famous 
scientists and their discoveries. This week, they have been working hard learning 
their lines and rehearsing for their end of year performance.  

  

Word of the Week 

Reception - connect 

Year 1 - pause(d) 

Year 2 - coax 

Year 3 - obedient  

Year 4 - trait 

Year 5 - pelt 

Year 6 - trepidation 

  

Open afternoon - Monday 11th July. 

We are pleased to be able to invite you into school on Monday 11th July for our open 
afternoon. This is an opportunity to come and look at your child's work, speak to your 
child's current teacher and also explore their new classroom and meet their new 
teacher. You will be able to drop into the school any time from between 3.30-5pm 
and 5.30-6.30pm.  



 
 

Your child will have an opportunity to spend time in their new classroom and meet 
their new teacher on Tuesday 28th June (during the morning). You will find out your 
child’s new teacher on Monday 27th June.  

Your child will be bringing home their end of year report on Friday 1st July, and on 
Monday 11th July during the open afternoon, you will also be able to discuss the 
report with your child's class teacher if you wish. If you would rather, you can email 
the school office to arrange a telephone appointment with your child's current 
teacher to discuss the report.  

We look forward to seeing you on Monday 11th July.  

  

Parent Survey 

Thank you to all the parents who have completed the parent survey. We will be 
getting in touch with some of you before the end of term to discuss your responses. 

  

Attendance 

Rainbows - 88%  

HB - 98% 

BB - 90.6% 

1N - 97% 

1R - 94.7% 

2KM - 96.7% 

2L - 95.3% 

3BE - 93% 

3TY - 96.9% 

4C - 94% 

4R - 97.6% 

5H - 97.2% 

5S - 98.7% 

6K - 95% 



 
 

6N - 98% 

 
 
  

Kind regards 

  

Mrs Emma Skipper & Miss Caroline Bishop 

Interim Co Heads of School 

  

Important Dates 

  

Wednesday 22nd June - Maths workshop EYFS and KS1 parents 9am 

Thursday 23rd June - New Reception Information Evening 6:30-7:30pm 

Friday 24th June - INSET day 

Tuesday 28th June - Transition morning - children spend the morning in their new 
classes 

Thursday 30th June - Honey Bees Showcase 

Friday 1st July - Sports Day KS2 9.30-11am Nursery, Reception and KS1 1:30-3pm 

Friday 1st July - Reports sent home 

Sunday 3rd July - Summer Fair 11:30-2:30 

Tuesday 5th July - Summer Music Concert (more details to follow) 6:30-7:30pm 

Thursday 7th July - Bumble Bees Showcase 

Monday 11th July - opportunity to discuss report 3.30-5pm 5.30-6.30pm 

Monday 11th July - Y6 Leavers’ BBQ 6.30pm-7.30pm 

Friday 15th July - Last day of term - finish at 3pm 


