
 

 

  

  

Parentmail Newsletter 16.09.22 

Dear Parents/Carers,  

The children have had a fabulous second week back at school, culminating in our 
celebration assembly this morning. This morning we had a fire drill and the children were 
absolutely amazing. They left the school building sensibly and swiftly (453 pupils were all 
outside and lined up in just over 2 and a half minutes). We were very proud of all of them; 
the older children were fantastic role models to our youngest children. 

Nursery have been getting used to completing a full school day. We are so proud of all the 
children’s bravery, resilience and ability to adapt and settle so well at school. The children 
have been thinking about starting school, the new rules and routines, and how to safely use 
all of the exciting space and equipment. The children were introduced to the new Nursery 
bikes and had an opportunity to explore them on the playground. In the classroom they have 
been learning about what it means to be a good listener by playing fun circle games. Well 
done everyone!  

Reception have completed their first full week at school. They have been busy creating their 
classroom rules, learning the routines of the day and understanding everyday school life. 
They had their first PE lesson this week, where their listening skills were tested through 
different listening games. They have enjoyed exploring the mark making area, where they 
have been writing lists, their names and drawing pictures. They have started to learn about 
the Whyteleafe Behaviour Sapphires this week and we have been focusing on the kind 
sapphire. 

Year 1 have started their new geography topic, ‘My Local Area’, sharing places and 
locations that are special to them. In PE, they began developing their ball skills, focusing on 
control when dribbling a ball using their hands. As part of their Life Skills lesson this week, 
they explored the word consequences, discussing how we praise good choices in school 
and how some actions can have a negative consequence. The children have also been 
getting back into the flow in their phonics lessons and using these sounds in their writing. 

Year 2 have had an exciting second week. They have been working hard in English and 
creating beautiful firework pastel pieces to mirror what ‘The Owl who was afraid of the dark’ 
would have seen. In maths, they’ve been continuing to deepen their understanding of 
multiples of 10 and learning quick tricks to help them add and subtract. In science, they’ve 
been learning about the importance of exercise and the effect it has on the body. They also 
had a great time during the drama workshop and were all knighted for their hard work in 
scaring off the witch!  

Year 3 they have had a fantastic time helping Merlin during a drama workshop. They have 
started to use their place value knowledge to add and subtract numbers. The children have 
also been working hard during their sentence stacking lessons about ‘The Blue Umbrella’. In 
science, they have been continuing their science topic about different forces and magnets, 
and thinking about how they can create a wonderful display about it. 

Year 4 they have started to use regrouping in column addition calculations. The children 
have been using resources to support their understanding. In English, they have continued 



 

 

their sentence stacking lessons all about the ‘Feast’ film, focusing on adjectives and verbs. 
The children have been exploring modern artists who use mosaics in their work and having 
a go at creating their own piece for their display. 

Year 5 they continued reading ‘Gorilla’ and debated whether animals should be kept in 
enclosures. They researched the pros and cons of animals kept in zoos and designed their 
own enclosures for the gorillas. In science, they analysed Aristotle's theories on a spherical 
Earth and proved why this is true!  

Year 6 have continued to immerse themselves with their writing and have planned, and 
begun to write out, postcards from a fairytale villain. In maths, they have started to 
understand how to balance questions using the same sum rule. This week they enjoyed 
taking part in a round robin of hockey skills and are starting to show excellent coordination. 
We are excited that next week we will be able to share our Kandinsky one-point perspective 
view art during sharing afternoon.  

Word of the Week 

Year 1 - Ancient  

Year 2 - Chaotic 

Year 3 - Alternate 

Year 4 - Anticipation 

Year 5 - Bellow 

Year 6 - Apprehend 

  

Communications 

There are many ways in which you can communicate with the school. If you have a query 
that the office can answer, please contact them on info@whyteleafeschool.org or 0208 
6602062. Teachers are around at the end of the day, so you are more than welcome to 
come and chat to your child’s teacher, or alternatively, you can contact the school office to 
arrange a time to speak to them. 

Clubs 

Clubs start from Monday next week. Thank you everyone who completed the expression of 
interest form. You will be contacted to let you know whether your child gained a space in 
your chosen club, or has been put on the waiting list. 

Sharing afternoon Years 1 - 6 

We look forward to seeing lots of you on Thursday 22nd Sept at 2.30pm for the sharing 
afternoon. We will resend the email on Tuesday which details all the information regarding 
which door to go through and signing in and out procedures, so that you have got all the 
correct information. 

mailto:info@whyteleafeschool.org


 

Nursery starters 2023 

In a few weeks, the applications for our nursery will be available for September 2023. We 
will let you know as soon as they are ready to complete. 

School Fund Donation 22/23 

Like many schools, we request that parents make a contribution of £15 to our school fund 
each year.  Donations are used to benefit the school and our pupils in a variety of ways. The 
donation window is now open and you can make your contribution via Parentmail. Thank 
you in advance for your support. 

Swimming Fees 22/23 - Years 2, 3 4 and 5 only 

Swimming fees per child are £70.00 for the year and are currently payable for years 2, 3, 4 
and 5.  Your child will receive a group swimming lesson each week with a qualified 
swimming instructor. The payment window is now open and you can make your payment in 
full or in instalments if you prefer, via Parentmail.  

Water Bottles 

Please can we remind everyone that glass bottles and food containers should not be 
brought into school for safety reasons. Please ensure your child has a named plastic or 
metal water bottle with them each day. 

Jewellery 

As per our school uniform policy:  

Jewellery: Jewellery (other than watches and plain studs for pierced ears) is not permitted. 

For health and safety reasons, children are not permitted to do PE, games or swimming 
lessons wearing jewellery, including studs. Earrings will need to be removed before your 
child arrives at school, or by your child in school before the swimming, PE or games lesson. 

For the full policy, please see the attached.  

We ask that if you are planning to have your child’s ears pierced, please can this be done in 
the summer holidays so that they do not miss any of their PE or swimming lessons. 

St Luke’s Church 

Saturday 17th Sept the churchyard working party "RAKE and CAKE" will be taking place 
and all are welcome to come and join us from 10am. 

On Sunday 18th September there will be two services at St Luke's Church, Whyteleafe. 

The first will take place at 10am around the RAF war graves in the churchyard.  This will be 
a short service to honour the British and overseas air crew who died defending our nation 
between July 10 and October 31, 1940 - the period known as the Battle of Britain.At 
10.30am we will move into the church for a Service of Holy Communion to focus our hearts 
and minds and prayers on the forthcoming funeral of The Late Sovereign Lady Queen 
Elizabeth II. 



 

 

Attendance 

Rainbows - 94% 

BB - 97% 

HB 94% 

1LY - 97% 

1R - 98% 

2G - 95% 

2L - 97% 

3EH - 98% 

3H - 98% 

4K - 96% 

4R - 91% 

5C - 95% 

5S - 98% 

6C - 97% 

6N - 95% 

Have a great weekend, 

  

Miss Caroline Bishop & Mrs Emma Skipper 

Interim Co Heads of School 

 

Important Dates 

Monday 19th September - Bank Holiday - school closed 

Monday 19th September - School clubs start 

Wednesday 21st September - PTA meeting in school @7.30pm 

Thursday 22nd September 2.30pm - Years 1-6 sharing afternoon 



 

Friday 7th October - Years 1 - 6 School discos - more information to follow 

Monday 10th October - flu vaccinations for  Reception - Y6 

Tuesday 11th October - Year 4 Roman Day 

Thursday 13th October - Year 3 Harvest Festival 

Monday 17th October - Individual and sibling photos 

Thursday 20th October - Year 3 Horrible Histories London Trip 

Monday 24th October - Half term 

Monday 7th November - parent consultations - more information to follow 

Thursday 10th November - parent consultations - more information to follow 

 


