
 
 

Parentmail – 14/01/2022 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

As we come to the end of our first full week of 2022, we definitely haven’t eased ourselves in gently. 

It has been all systems go at Whyteleafe with lots of exciting learning taking place. 

Nursery have been enjoying lots of activities linked to Goldilocks and The Three Bears. They have 

been role playing the story, making porridge, playing ‘wake up Mr Bear’ and comparing the different 

sizes of objects in the story - smallest to largest. They have been introduced to the letter sound ‘s’ 

and making links with words that begin with that sound.  

Reception have started ‘The Write Stuff’ and have been learning all about Jack’s feelings when he 

had to sell poor Daisy, his cow! Their focus has been on careful sounding out, fingers spaces and 

using a full stop in the correct place. In maths, they have explored 2, which is our number of the 

week alongside conceptual subitising skills. They have loved their PE lesson where they took risks, 

challenged themselves and developed their balancing skills along the beams. In phonics, they have 

started Phase 3 and explored the digraphs ‘ai’, ‘ee’, ‘oa’ and the trigraph ‘igh’. To add to such a 

wonderful week, they had the Perform workshop visit which took the children on a jungle adventure 

through the swamp to find the key to rescue Snowy. 

Year 1 have started exploring outer space, starting with the planets in the solar system. In English, 

they have been writing independently to finish their learning about ‘Lily and the Snowman’, 

rewriting the story with a friendly monster instead of a snowman. Carrying on from last week, they 

have been exploring shapes and creating patterns. Their focus this week is 3D shapes (cube, cuboid, 

pyramid, sphere, cylinder and cone).  

Year 2 have been looking at the story ‘Stardust’. They used pastels and tissue paper to create their 

own Stardust planets. In maths, they've been developing their explanation skills of how they found 

their answer. Also, they have recently started learning about The Great Fire of London.  

Year 3 have been looking at a new story called ‘The Secret of Black Rock’. The children are really 

enjoying it! In maths, they have been learning to adjust and redistribute when adding which has 

been a challenge but all the children are working extremely hard. In science, they looked at different 

types of rocks and tried to sort them into their own categories according to their appearance and 

physical properties. 

Year 4 have been looking at the poem ‘The River’ by Valarie Bloom and looking at the language and 

literacy devices she has used to create the river effect. In maths, they have explored the 7 times 

table and used the language of factors and product to describe a multiplication equation. 

Year 5 have read the story Gorilla by Anthony Browne and are writing an adventure story based on 

the book. They also thought about their dreams and goals for the future and learnt about a range of 

different jobs and how much they earn! 

Year 6 have been learning about the rules of hockey and ensuring they are holding a hockey stick 

correctly. They have also learnt how to add fractions with different denominators. In English, they 

have started to look at the features of suspense writing and have written their own suspenseful 

paragraph inspired by the short film, ‘Alma’. 

 



 
 

Word of the Week 

Reception - demolish 

Year 1 - convince 

Year 2 - mysterious 

Year 3 - nestled 

Year 4 - monotonous 

Year 5 - lavish 

Year 6 - environment  

 

COVID Isolation and Remote Learning 

If your child is isolating due to a positive LFT or PCR test but is feeling well, the class teacher will put 

some work on Google Classroom for them to access. Please be aware that these will be in the form 

of slides/sheets and not pre-recorded or live lessons. When children submit their work, the teacher 

will look at each piece but will not be expected to respond directly. If your child is off school because 

they are unwell, no work will be set. 

Naming School Uniform 

Please can you make sure that all items of your child’s school uniform are clearly named. This not 

only helps them to keep track of their belongings but it helps us and the PTA to reunite your child 

with any lost property. You can use any form of labelling to do this but, if you are interested, you can 

order sticky name tags from ‘My Nametag’. A leaflet is attached for your reference. If you quote 

61577 when you place your order, the school receives a small commission payment. 

School Fund Donation 21/22 

Like many schools, we request that parents make a contribution of £15 to our school fund each year. 

Donations are used to benefit the school and our pupils in many ways. Thank you in advance for 

your support. 

Swimming Fees 

Swimming fees are £70.00 for the year and are payable for years 3, 4 and 5. Your child receives a 

group swimming lesson each week with a qualified swimming instructor. 

Gift Aid 

We have attached a Gift Aid donation form to this email and ask that all eligible parents complete 

one of these forms and submit to the school office, or post into the school letterbox. We are allowed 

to claim Gift Aid on both of the above payments each year for the duration of your child’s time at 

Whyteleafe School so it really is worth it. Gift Aid money claimed by the school annually is used to 

benefit the school and our pupils. The most recent example of this is the reading sheds in the 

playground. 

 

 



 
 

Anti-bullying survey 

Thank you to those of you who have completed the google form, or have returned the paper form, 

which allows your child to be part of the anti-bullying survey. The survey is specifically designed for 

children in years 3-6. If your child is in years 3-6, and you would like them to take part in the survey, 

please complete this google form. 

Drama 4 All 

Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 were lucky enough to have a drama workshop this week! The children 

were taken on an exciting jungle adventure! Please see leaflets attached if your child is interested in 

attending drama classes out of school. 

Important Dates 

Thursday 20th January 9:00am - Rescheduled 6K PROUD Showcase (parents invited) 

Monday 24th January - Science Day and Science Fair 

Thursday 27th January 9:00am - 4R PROUD Showcase (parents invited) 

Friday 28th January 2:30pm - Sharing afternoon 

Thursday 3rd February 9:00am - 3TY PROUD Showcase (parents invited) 

 

I hope you have a lovely weekend. 

 

Kind regards 

Miss Hunt 

Head of School 


