
 
 

 

Parentmail Newsletter - 13/05/22 

Dear Parents/Carers,  

We want to start this week by saying a massive well done to our wonderful year 6 
children. They really blew us away this week with their determination, hard work and 
resilience. We couldn’t be prouder. The rest of the school have also been busy and 
working hard too and this culminated in 1N’s PROUD showcase this morning. We 
were out at lunchtime today and it was so lovely to see our older children supporting 
the younger children in their different roles (young leaders and peer mediators).  

  

Nursery children have been very excited to welcome some real caterpillars into the 
Nursery. They have been looking closely at what they look like, how they move, what 
they need to thrive and predicting what changes we might see along the way. They 
have been enjoying learning with Grandma Fantastic and learning new words such 
as ‘delicious’ for how the caterpillar’s food tasted and ‘magnificent’ for how the 
butterfly looked once it pushed its way out of the crystalis. During discovery time the 
children have been practising their writing skills and working on their next steps. 
They have been encouraged to continue to practise this by finding their name cards 
independently and trying to label their learning the best they can.  

 

Reception have embraced their next animal theme based around 'The Animal 
Boogie' story. They have journeyed into the jungle and focused their learning on 
facts about the exciting animals that reside there. They are so proud of their 
independent writing to describe jungle pictures and loved learning all about the 
cheeky squirrel monkeys! They went on an animal hunt and even solved and then 
wrote animal riddles! In PE, they explored animal movements and they have started 
to learn the animal boogie song and dance and had so much fun creating each 
animal pose. In maths, they have been exploring the rekenreks and focused on how 
to use this tool correctly to further develop their subitising skills. Their phonics has 
challenged them this week as they have learnt to read compound words. 

 

Year 1 have been on a trip to the beach in the story ‘The Train Ride’. They have 
described the seaside in their writing, using adjectives and alliteration. They have 
learnt to compare features of Whyteleafe to a nearby city, thinking about the 
similarities and differences between Whyteleafe and London. In science, they have 
continued learning about plants and this week they have learnt to identify and name 
some garden plants and design their own gardens! 1N have also had a very busy 
week practising for their Proud Showcase - Well done :) 

https://www.learningresources.co.uk/blog/what-is-a-rekenrek


 
 

Year 2 have had a very exciting week this week. Both classes have amazed us with 
their independent writing about the princess and the dragon. In maths, they’ve been 
looking at subtraction of 2 digit numbers and using efficient strategies to help them. 
In science, they’ve been learning about what plants need to grow. They’ve then 
planted cress and sunflowers but also experimented to see if they can still get cress 
to grow if they take away one of the things it needs to grow.  

 

Year 3 have continued looking at the story of ‘The Blue Umbrella’ and developing 
their narrative writing.  In maths, they have been focusing on comparing unit 
fractions by looking at the denominator.  3TY have been working hard practising their 
assembly ready for next week and 3BE have been working hard to develop their 
sprinting technique. 

 

Year 4 have been busy learning all about mixed numbers and where they belong on 
a numberline. In science, they have continued to look at the digestive system and 
how it works using tights and biscuits as an example! In English, they have worked 
hard to produce excellent pieces of writing with a twist on the ‘Iron Man.’ They are 
enjoying their current topic all about Romans and loved learning about the strengths 
of the Roman armies. 

 

Year 5 have been learning more about life as an Anglo-Saxon. They learnt about 
what they wore and the type of foods they ate. In science, they compared the life 
cycles of mammals and birds. They’ve also spent time completing an independent 
write of their own fiction stories this week. They can’t wait for you to read them!  

 

Year 6 have worked exceptionally hard in their SATs. We are so incredibly proud of 
the maturity and independence that they have displayed and the unbelievable 
resilience and positivity that you have shown throughout this week. You should be so 
proud of yourselves! Well done: you deserve a restful weekend! 

  

Word of the Week 

Reception - pale 

Year 1 - observe 

Year 2 - possession 

Year 3 -  compassion 



 
 

Year 4 - Stifle 

Year 5 - Nuisance 

Year 6 - Recap of previous words 

  

School Fund Donation 21/22 

Like many schools, we request that parents make a contribution of £15 to our school 
fund each year. Donations are used to benefit the school and our pupils in many 
ways. Thank you in advance for your support. Payments can be made via Parentmail 
or the school office please. 

  

Swimming Fees 

Swimming fees are £70.00 for the year and are payable for years 3, 4 and 5. Your 
child receives a group swimming lesson each week with a qualified swimming 
instructor. Payments should be made via Parentmail or the school office please. 

  

Chicken adoption 

Thank you to the children who have adopted chickens this month. The adoption 
money covers the costs of keeping the chickens at Whyteleafe school and children 
are encouraged to feed, cuddle and help care for their chicken in their month. They 
also get fresh eggs. More details can be found on the website here. Chloe and 
Richard are looking forward to feeding the girls (particularly Forget-me-not) treats 
and Harriett is looking forward to dippy eggs for breakfast from her chicken Jasmine. 

  

Summer reading challenge 

https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/ 

Libraries will be once again running the Summer Reading Challenge aimed at 
primary children. Visiting a library is a great way for parents/carers to explore 
different types of books with their children, and Surrey Libraries have a fantastic 
range of online resources. 

  

 

 

https://www.whyteleafe.surrey.sch.uk/3250/adopt-a-chicken
https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/


 
 

Music 

Surrey Arts run activities throughout term time such as ensembles for different 
abilities as well as holiday clubs too: Music - Surrey County Council (surreycc.gov.uk) 

  

Surrey Youth Games 

Surrey Active are running The Surrey Youth Games where children and young 
people can register for up to 8 weeks free training in a sport between April and June. 
You can find out more about the games on the Surrey Active website: Specsavers 
Surrey Youth Games (activesurrey.com) 

 

Sunnydown School 

Friends of Sunnydown School are running a live band fundraiser - please see the 
link for more details: 

https://www.pta-events.co.uk/sunnydownevents/#.Yn46fOjMKUm 

  

Kind regards 

  

Mrs Emma Skipper & Miss Caroline Bishop 

Interim Co Heads of School 

  

Important Dates 

Thursday 19th May - 3TY Showcase 

Friday 20th May - School Disco 

Monday 23rd May to Thursday 26th May - Year 6 Isle of WIght 

Friday 27th May - PTA Envelope collection and Mufti Day 

Friday 27th May - Last day of half term 

Monday 6th June - Back to school 

  

  

https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/culture-and-leisure/arts/music
https://www.activesurrey.com/SYG
https://www.activesurrey.com/SYG
https://www.pta-events.co.uk/sunnydownevents/#.Yn46fOjMKUm

