
 
 

Parentmail Newsletter - 12/11/2021 

Dear Parents/Carers,  

We have had a lovely week at Whyteleafe, a Showcase from 4R, Year 4 gathered their 
passports and took a flight to Sicily and we finished the week with crazy hair!! 

Nursery have been having fun with colour. They have used their senses in the water tray 
with different coloured jelly, mixing paint colours and painting rainbows. They have enjoyed 
counting coloured towers and making patterns in rainbow salt trays.  

Reception have been learning all about Remembrance Day. The children have made 
beautiful poppy pictures and written captions about Remembrance Day. In phonics this 
week, they have learnt the sounds ff, ll, ss, j and the tricky words put, pull, full and as. In 
maths this week, they have been looking at ‘more than’ and ‘fewer/less than’. 

Year 1 have started their new topic ‘Unpredictable weather’. Their focus this week was wind. 
They learnt about storms, hurricanes and tornadoes. Last Friday, the children loved having 
their visitor from Zoo Lab. They got to hold a corn snake, giant african snail, giant millipede 
and a cockroach! In English, they are continuing to write their Firework poem. They have 
looked at how fireworks are captivating and how they move. 

Year 2 have been imagining climbing up to a moonlit rooftop and describing what they can 
see. In art, they’ve been celebrating fireworks night and Remembrance Day and using their 
collage techniques to create beautiful pictures. The nativity is coming along nicely as parts 
and lines are starting to be learnt and the children have been creating dances for the songs!  

Year 3 have been learning about nutrition and food groups in science. They are also 
developing their questioning and research skills in history, linked to the Second World War 
and Armistice Day.  

Year 4 have been continuing their learning about perimeter and how multiplication can help 
them solve measuring problems. In English, they packed their bags, signed their passports 
and travelled (on a plane) to Sicily, Italy where they learnt about the food, their climate and 
famous volcano, Mount Etna! 

Year 5 have been learning about volcanoes this week and understand why they erupt! They 
learnt about the movement of the tectonic plates and how they can cause volcanoes and 
earthquakes to occur.  

Year 6 have been learning about the features of a non-chronological report and have been 
hearing lots of information on Mount Everest from their book. They have been practising the 
football skills of dribbling and passing in PE. 

Word of the Week 

Reception - nature 

Year 1 - predict 

Year 2 - stumble 



 
 

Year 3 - appreciate 

Year 4 - elaborate 

Year 5 - distraught 

Year 6 - amateur 

Harvest Donations 

Thank you for your kind and generous donations for our Harvest Festival. Caterham Food 
Bank will be very grateful to receive them. 

KS1 Nativity 

Parents and carers will be able to come and watch the Nativity on either Wednesday 8th 
December or Thursday 9th December at 9.30am in the hall. Each child can have a total of 2 
tickets, over the two days, to ensure everyone can experience the fantastic performance in 
person! More information on how to get tickets will be sent out next week. 

Reception Nativity 

Reception are preparing their first performance at Whyteleafe School and will be presenting 
a nativity for parents to come and watch! There will be two performances from 1:30pm on 
Wednesday 8th December and Thursday 9th December. Each child can have a total of 2 
tickets, over the two days, to ensure everyone can experience the fantastic performance in 
person! More information on how to get tickets will be sent out next week. 

Nursery Christmas Songs 

On Tuesday 7th and Thursday 9th December at 2:30pm, our nursery children will be 
performing a range of Christmas songs for parents. Further information has been sent out by 
the nursery team. We look forward to seeing you there! 

Punctuality 

It is really important that children are in school for the start of the day. For Key Stage 2, the 
doors open at 8:35am and close at 8:45am. The register is taken at 8:45am and any children 
who arrive at school after this time, will be marked as late. For Key Stage 1 and Reception, 
the doors open at 8:45am and close at 8:55am. The register is taken at 8:55am and any 
children who arrive at school after this time, will be marked as late. Teachers prepare work 
for the 10 minute arrival period so this is additional learning time as well as a good time to 
settle children and ensure they are prepared for the start of the day. 

Whyteleafe School Standards Board (SSB) 

Here is a message from the chair of our SSB: 

The members of the School Standards Board (SSB) are Liam McGivern (Chair), Chris 

Green (Vice-Chair), Revd. Annie Kurk, Paul Robins and Bounty Enahoro. The members of 

the SSB are appointed by the GLF Trust Board.  



 
 

The role of the SSB is to provide support and challenge the school leadership on the 

core aspects of the education provision of the school. In addition, we also oversee risk 

management within the school and compliance with policies and regulations.  

If you need to contact me my email address is l.mcgivern@hillcroftschool.org  

On behalf of the SSB may I thank for your support for the school during these 

challenging times.  

Liam McGivern 

Remember, you can find out more information about our SSB on the school website. 

Wraparound Care 

When dropping off or picking up your child at wraparound care, please remember there is a 
one-way system. This remains in place as we do not have the facilities to let parents in the 
school grounds via the Church Road gate or out of the school grounds via the front gate. 
Thank you for your continued support. 

Children in Need 

On Friday 19th November, we will be celebrating Children in Need. Children can wear full 
mufti and Children in Need accessories and bring in a donation for charity. Alternatively, 
there is an online Just Giving page too: 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/whyteleafe-childreninneed-2021 

Friendship Week 

As a school, we will be having a ‘Friendship Week’, beginning Monday 15th November. 
During this week, we will be thinking about what makes a good friend and the importance of 
kindness. The theme for this week is ‘One Kind Word’. 

During this week, we will also cover anti-bullying, and the week begins with ‘Odd Socks Day’ 
on Monday 15th November. This is a great opportunity to show support by wearing your odd 
socks to school! The children will be involved in lots of fun activities around kindness and 
friendship across the week. If you would like to get involved please see the parents and 
carers page on the Anti-bullying alliance website here. 

Important Dates 

• Monday 15th November - Friday 19th November - Friendship Week 

• Thursday 18th November - 4S Showcase 

• Wednesday 24th November - No Pens Day! 
• Friday 26th November - INSET Day 

• Thursday 2nd December - 5S Showcase 

• Sunday 5th December - Christmas Fair 
• Wednesday 8th December - Christmas Lunch 

• Wednesday 8th December (am) - KS1 Christmas Play 

• Wednesday 8th December (pm) - Reception Christmas Play 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/whyteleafe-childreninneed-2021
https://anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk/anti-bullying-week/parents-and-carers


 
 

• Thursday 9th December (am) - KS 1 Christmas Play 

• Thursday 9th December (pm) - Reception Christmas Play 

• Wednesday 15th December (pm) - Grandparents’ Tea Party 

• Thursday 16th December (evening) - Carol Evening 

• Friday 17th December - last day of term 

• Wednesday 5th January - First day of term 

I hope you have a lovely weekend and look forward to seeing you next week. 

Kind regards 

Miss Hunt 

Head of School 

 


