
 
 

Parentmail – 11/02/2022 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

This half term has flown by and what a way to finish with time travelling Cavemen visiting 
Whyteleafe School and Native Americans dropping by to help our Year 5 children learn about Native 
America. 

Nursery What a fabulous week they have had in Nursery! They have enjoyed learning all about the 
phoneme ‘i’ and considered what words start with this sound. They have had a go at writing an ‘i’ 
using the phrase, ‘Down the iguana’s body, then draw a dot at the top.’ 

There have been lots of messy activities linked to the Three Little Pigs, including: pigs in mud 
(chocolate angel delight!), shaving foam writing, painting pigs and water play. They have also been 
making pig houses using lolly sticks and blu tac and pig puppets. There has been the opportunity to 
practise cutting, threading, counting, writing and sharing their emotions during our small group 
activities at the start of the day.  

Reception have finished the story of Jack and the Jelly Bean Stalk. For their final plot point they have 
used 2 lenses to write a sentence about how the giant is feeling and how he spoke to Jack. In maths, 
they have been looking at comparison using the language more, fewer and equal when comparing 
groups. In phonics, they have been recapping the phase 3 sounds and using the chunking method to 
blend longer words. They have been talking about their emotions as part of Children’s Mental Health 
Week and discussing ways to help each other feel better if they are feeling sad, upset, lonely, etc. 
They have also completed a range of activities to support our mental health.  

Year 1 learnt about what it takes to become an astronaut and then tested our own skills in Astronaut 
Training camp, where we had to prove our physical fitness, problem solving skills, learn a little 
russian and draw upside down (a.k.a. underneath the tables). To finish the week, we also learnt 
about space shuttles and then planned, made and evaluated our own rockets in DT. We had to 
ensure our core parts were securely attached to each other before adding extra details. For PE, we 
have continued practising our rugby skills and, this week, starting incorporating the actual tags for 
tag rugby. We have all enjoyed the allocated time each day for activities of our choice for Children’s 
Mental Health Week.  

Year 2 have been immersing themselves in the Great Fire of London. They’ve learned about the 
features of a diary and acted out events before the fire started to get them ready for our writing 
next week. In maths, they have started the unit on multiplication by grouping and writing 
multiplication expressions to explain those groups. With help from our school councillors, they’ve 
been enjoying our mental health week activities of yoga, scribble art, joke telling, construction time 
and nap time!  

Year 3 have learned to locate the longest rivers in the UK using atlases. They have also started to 
work on more complex column addition, including solving word problems. In music, they have 
completed their ABBA music unit and are able to play an accompaniment to Mamma Mia on the 
glockenspiel.  

Year 4 have continued their diary writing based on ‘The Secrets of a Sun King’ by Emma Carroll. They 
have focused on using similes and metaphors to describe feelings and emotions. They also enjoyed 
taking part in chariot racing. In maths, they have continued to multiple and divide whole numbers by 



 
 

10 and 100 and discussed what has changed. They have completed a range of mental health 
activities including, quiet time, scribble art and Just dance. 

Year 5 have been learning about the indigenous peoples of the Americas.  

They have been reading and retelling Native American tales such as the Navajo legend ‘How the 
stars fell into the sky’. On Friday, they had an experience day where they learnt more about the rich 
history and culture of different tribal groups. In maths, they have been multiplying decimals and 
using this skill in a variety of different contexts. They have also been taking part in different Mental 
Health Week activities such as mindful eating and nap time. 

Year 6 enjoyed a wonderful Stone Age Experience. The children were thoroughly immersed in 
learning all about the Stone Age, including weapons used, clothes worn and food eaten. They had a 
go at gutting a fish, which was cooked on the fire, before trying it for themselves. In addition, 
children used real Stone Age tools to carve wood, bone and ‘shave’ furs. They have also been taking 
part in a range of activities, chosen by the class, to celebrate Children’s Mental Health Week. 
Activities have included mindful colouring, nap time and going outside and getting active. Well done 
on another fantastic half term and enjoy your holiday, Year 6! 

Word of the Week 

Reception - gravity 

Year 1 - gasp 

Year 2 - tremendous 

Year 3 - shimmer 

Year 4 - persecute 

Year 5 - melancholy 

Year 6 - guarantee 

NSPCC Number Day 

Last week, we celebrated the NSPCC Number Day by coming into school dressed as mathematicians, 
rock stars and in a range of maths related costumes!! As a school we raised £289.55. We also took 
part in lots of exciting mathematical activities and KS2 battled in the Times Table Rockstar 
competition. As a school, we came 390th out of 2345 schools and 3rd out of 6 GLF schools! 

Mental Health Week 

This week, we have been celebrating Children’s Mental Health Week through a range of activities, 
chosen for by each class independently. These activities have ranged from mindful eating, guided 
meditation, scribble art to a good old fashioned nap time/quiet time. The aim of the week was to 
give children a chance to explore different ways of supporting our mental health and learning how to 
take a few moments each day to focus on themselves. 

Goodbye and Good Luck 



 
 

This week, we bid farewell to Miss Alphonso who will be taking her maternity leave. I am sure you 
will join me in wishing her all the best for her new arrival. 

World Book Day - Thursday 3rd March 

The theme at Whyteleafe School for this year’s World Book Day will be ‘Imagine the impossible’. 
We’d like children to come to school dressed up as their favourite character from a book related to 
‘Imagine the impossible’. Books in this area could be; Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, Harry 
Potter, Alice in Wonderland and many more! Alternatively, children can come in dressed in their 
pyjamas ready for ‘bedtime story time’.  

We look forward to seeing all of the costumes! 

School Dinner Payments 

As it is the end of the half term, please can you credit any outstanding school dinner balances. You 
can check your child's school dinner account balance via Parentmail online, or via the school office 
and you can make payments in the same way.  

If you wish to make any changes to your child's school dinner / packed lunch days for next term, 
please email these through to info@whyteleafeschool.org. 

Earrings / Jewellery 

Please can we remind parents that school uniform policy states that children may only wear small 
stud earrings to school. This is for safety purposes. 

If a child has PE or swimming, they must be able to remove their own earrings before the session or 
not wear them to school on these days. Earrings of any type are not allowed in the pool. 

Other jewellery is not allowed within school. Small and suitable watches may be worn if your child 
wishes to but the care of these items is the responsibility of your child. 

M&S Branded School Uniform 

We are aware that Marks and Spencer have had some supply issues for branded school uniform over 
the past few months. As a result, they are changing their embroidery suppliers. This means that 
stock levels will continue to be lower than usual over the coming few weeks, but once the transfer is 
in place stock levels should resume to normal. 

Embroidery will now be made to parents orders, so this does mean you will need to allow extra time 
for delivery going forward.  

More information will be available on their website. 

https://www.mandsyourschooluniform.com//m-s-uniform/uniform-by-
school/surrey/whyteleafe-school 

Important Dates 

• Monday 21st February - First day back at school 

https://www.mandsyourschooluniform.com/m-s-uniform/uniform-by-school/surrey/whyteleafe-school/5637146998.c
https://www.mandsyourschooluniform.com/m-s-uniform/uniform-by-school/surrey/whyteleafe-school/5637146998.c


 
 

• Thursday 24th February - 5H PROUD Showcase - Parents invited 
• Monday 28th February - Parent Consultation Meetings 
• Tuesday 1st March - Safer Internet Day 
• Thursday 3rd March - 2L PROUD Showcase - Parents invited 
• Thursday 3rd March - Parent Consultation Meetings 
• Thursday 3rd March - World Book Day 
• Thursday 10th March - 6N PROUD Showcase - Parents invited 
• Wednesday 16th March - Young Carers Action Day 
• Thursday 17th March - 3BE PROUD Showcase - Parents invited 
• Thursday 24th March - 5S PROUD Showcase - Parents invited 
• Friday 25th March - Year 4 Egyptian Day 
• Monday 28th March - Class Photos 
• Wednesday 30th March - year 4 clarinet assembly 
• Friday 1st April - Last day of Spring Term 
• Tuesday 19th April - First day of Summer Term 

 

I hope you have a lovely half term. 

Kind regards 

Miss Hunt 

Head of School 

 


