
 
 

Parentmail – 10/12/2021 

Dear Parents/Carers,  

After a busy weekend at the Christmas Fair, we have had a busy week at Whyteleafe. Our Nursery 
children have performed their Christmas songs, Reception children have performed their nativity 
‘Whoops-a-Daisy’ and Year 1 and 2 children have performed their nativity. 

Nursery have been enjoying lots of Christmas fun. They have been writing letters to Father 
Christmas, counting out pom poms to decorate Christmas stockings and decorating their big 
Christmas tree with tinsel, baubles and ribbons. The children were absolute stars with their Rockin’ 
Robin’s performances - well done, we are so proud of you all! 

Reception have put on two fantastic nativity performances. We are so proud of all the children for 
singing, acting and remembering their lines. Alongside rehearsals this week, the children have 
written letters to Santa, reviewed the phonics sounds learnt this term and in maths we have 
investigated the composition of 3,4, and 5. Chip and Buddy have also been up to lots of mischief this 
week and the children have enjoyed finding them each morning when they arrive in school.  

Year 1 have had an exciting and busy week with the nativity rehearsals and performances and we 
are very proud of all of you. In English, they have continued to write about Lily and the snowman. In 
maths, they have been learning to partition 9. They have also been learning about unpredictable 
weather. This week they focused on the cold and learnt about snow, ice and blizzards. In phonics, 
they are learning to ‘grow the code’ and develop their understanding of the alphabetic code. In 
science, they have explored the different teeth animals have and how they tell us if the animal is a 
herbivore, carnivore or omnivore 

Year 2 have proudly presented their nativity, after working on it for so long. We are so proud of all of 
our children and would like to thank you again for your support. When they haven’t been boogying 
with Santa, they have consolidated their learning about the UK by drawing and labelling it on the 
playground. In PE, they were joined by Year 6 who taught them their amazing football skills.  

Year 3’s word of the week couldn’t be more appropriate as the children were ‘under pressure’ to 
sew their Christmas decorations in a very short space of time! This was a new experience for the 
majority of the year group but was thoroughly enjoyed by all. 

Year 4 have written their own holiday brochures about Hawaii, that they have now published as 
leaflets. In their art lesson, they used different colours and textures to represent Christmas trees. 
During their maths lessons, they explored how they could find out if a number was divisible by 3, 6 
or 9. 

Year 5 have had another busy week! They have continued to explore earthquakes and the effect 
they have on communities as well as creating their own richter scale to judge the strength of an 
earthquake. They have had a visit from the Dogs Trust and have learnt all about safety around dogs 
and how important it is to treat dogs with respect and kindness. Their favourite part of the week 
though was creating their Christmas Christingles as part of their RE learning. 

Year 6 have been very lucky and watched the KS1 Nativity; they thoroughly enjoyed seeing their 
Year 1 & 2 readers perform. In science, they have created an experiment to investigate how 
microorganisms affect bread; they are looking forward to collecting the results. Also, they have been 
visited by the Dogs Trust to learn how to care and approach dogs safely. 



 
 

Word of the Week 

Reception - nervous 

Year 1 - arctic 

Year 2 - heroic 

Year 3 - pressure 

Year 4 - inevitable 

Year 5 - heroic 

Year 6 - criticise 

Gate Reminder 

The doors for Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and 2 close at 8:55am. The pedestrian gate and Church 
Road gate are on a timer to close just before 9:00am to ensure there is no external access to the 
school after this time in order to safeguard our children. Please make sure you have left the school 
site by 9:00am. 

Christmas Nativities and Songs 

Thank you to all who attended the Christmas nativities and songs this week and thank you for being 
so understanding with the changes - as ever, our priority is to keep our school community safe. They 
were all wonderful performances and we are so proud of the children for the amazing job they did! 
Also, a massive thank you to the staff, as without them these events simply wouldn’t happen. It was 
a lovely festive start to our Christmas celebrations! 

Christmas Church Services 

Next week, we have been invited to St. Luke’s Church for a special Christmas service with Rev, Annie. 
Reception, Nursery, Years 1 and 2 will be taken to the church on Monday morning. Years 3, 4, 5 and 
6 will be taken to the church on Thursday. It is so nice to be able to have a local, festive trip. School 
staff will be escorting your children to and from the church and the children will be attending church 
two year groups at a time. It will just be Whyteleafe members, Revd. Annie and the organ player 
attending the church during these sessions. 

Pantomime 

We have organised a festive surprise for the children this year! On Tuesday afternoon, all children 
will be able to watch ‘Sleeping Beauty’ the pantomime. Thank you to the PTA, who are paying for 
half of this so that the children can enjoy this treat! Please be assured that the performers will 
maintain social distancing from the children at all times in order to ensure the performance is a 
Covid safe treat for our children. 

 

 



 
 

Christmas Fair 

Thank you to the PTA for organising and putting on the Christmas Fair. It was a lovely day for all - 
even in the cold, wet weather. Thank you for all of your hard work. 

Festive Lunch 

The children enjoyed the Festive lunch on Wednesday and were delighted to see the decorated 
dining hall, crackers on their tables and to hear festive music playing. If you booked your child for a 
lunch on this day, it has now been charged to their Parentmail account. Please use Parentmail to 
make your payment online, or you can pay via the school office. 

Children in Need 

Thank you so much for your generous donations for our Children in Need day. As a school. We raised 
over £240! 

Harvest donations 

Please see attached message from Caterham Foodbank thanking you for all of your generous 
donations. 

Wraparound Care Playworker Vacancy 

We are lucky enough to have a vacancy for a staff member to join our wraparound care team! If you 
are interested in joining the team, please follow the link to look at the advert. 
https://www.eteach.com/job/playworker-1191709?lang=en-GB&frmsrh=Y  

Goodbye 

Mrs Fisher will be leaving us at the end of term. I am sure you will join us in wishing her all the best 
for her future endeavours and we thank her hard work this term. I am delighted to announce that 
we have a new teacher, Mr Hardern, joining us in January to teach the class. The children in 5F had 
the opportunity to meet Mr Hardern on Monday. He really enjoyed getting to know them and is very 
excited to start teaching the class in January. 

Important Dates 

• No clubs in the final week. 
• Monday 13th December - Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and 2 trip to the Church. 
• Monday 13th December 7-8pm online safety talk from Breck Foundation (zoom link to be 

shared soon) 
• Tuesday 14th December - Whole school pantomime. 
• Thursday 16th December - Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 to visit the church. 
• Friday 17th December - Last day of term 
• Tuesday 4th January - INSET Day 
• Wednesday 5th January - First day back for children. 

 

 

https://www.eteach.com/job/playworker-1191709?lang=en-GB&frmsrh=Y


 
 

I hope you have a lovely weekend. 

Kind regards 

Miss Hunt 

Head of School 

 

Thrive activity of the week 

New Christmas activities on the Thrive website! 

Jars of Joy, Christmas sensory hunt, Christmas s-elfie props, Christmas decorations and cards.  

Have fun with these. 

I would love to see some! 

Miss Faulkner 

 
https://www.thriveapproach.com/resources/ 

 

https://www.thriveapproach.com/resources/

