
 
 

 

Parentmail Newsletter - 10/06/22 

Dear Parents/Carers,  

  

Welcome back to the last half term of the academic year! We hope that you 
all had a great half term/Jubilee weekend. We have had another busy week 
of learning at Whyteleafe with some of our year 5 children doing ‘bikeability’, 
lots of fun phonics in Year 1 and we were treated to a right royal assembly on 
Thursday by 3BE. The children were also very excited to see Miss Hunt on 
Thursday when she came to say hello with her daughter Maddison! The staff 
enjoyed a cuddle too! 

  

Nursery have returned to school with such excitement for their new topic on 
‘Pirates’. This week the children have been diving into the story ‘Pirates Love 
Underpants’ and have been retelling it in many different ways. The children 
have helped to make new role play areas and have loved making their own 
ships to go on their own voyages. In maths, the children have been 
representing numbers in different ways, looking at the numberness of ‘6’ 
(what makes 6), and counting backwards. They have made their own 
imaginative treasure maps and have taken great pleasure in sharing them 
with the class in great detail.   

Reception have been continuing their work with ‘Animal Boogie’ and using 
the action lens to think about the way the leopard moves in the jungle. In 
maths, they have been counting to 20 and beyond and developing their 
understanding of ‘more’ and ‘fewer’ using the rekenreks. We have made 
some fun animal crafts and enjoyed creating ideas together for their 
upcoming showcases. 

Year 1 completed their phonics screening this week and everyone should be 
so proud of the effort and focus they’ve shown in their reading. In English, 
they have started to learn about instructions and they followed a set of 
instructions to build a den for a small animal. In maths, they began counting 
in 2s, 5s, and 10s and problem solving using this knowledge. We have 
explored our new topic ‘Timeless Play’, sharing their favourite toys and 
thinking about what they are made of and how they work. 

Year 2 have come back with a fantastic attitude to their learning! They have 
started their new unit of English based on the story ‘In our feelings’ and 
they’ve been thinking about their own feelings and creating a feeling house. 
In maths, they’ve started their shape unit and have been exploring the 
properties of different 2D shapes. 2KM have been very busy practising their 



 
 

PROUD showcase, you are in for a real treat! Meanwhile, 2L have been 
learning about kosher and non-kosher foods in RE, creating digital 
pictograms in computing and starting Sports Day preparation in PE.  

Year 3 - 3BE performed a superb assembly all about Queen Elizabeth and 
the Platinum Jubilee. They also enjoyed learning about Theseus and the 
Minotaur through a matching pairs game (available to print from Google 
Classroom to play at home! )  Finally, a big thank you also goes to Tilly’s 
mum who shared her expert knowledge about Ancient Greece with both 
classes and really enthused the children’s learning about this topic! 

Year 4 have worked hard this week on adding and subtracting mixed 
numbers using a number line.  In English, they have written their letters to 
Michael Rosen and have edited them.  In science, they went invertebrate 
hunting and have created bar models with the results.  In history, they looked 
at the 3 main roman invasions of Britain and why they were/weren’t 
successful. 

Year 5 have come back to school with a brand new topic learning about the 
Viking invasion and where they came from. They also started learning about 
Islam this week and deepened their understadning of the key beliefs of 
Islam.   

Year 6 have been working so hard on their writing this week, producing some 
mind-blowing pieces from a soldier's perspective about the battle of Dunkirk: 
some children chose to write a recount, some a diary entry and others a letter 
home but all were incredible! Year 6 have also been learning about how to 
use the scale of a map in maths and understanding what a day in Ancient 
Maya was like in history. Most importantly, Year 6 have begun working hard 
on learning songs and their lines for the production! 

  

Word of the Week 

Reception - dozen 

Year 1 - expert 

Year 2 - queasy  

Year 3 - alternate 

Year 4 - treacherous 

Year 5 - obnoxious 



 
 

Year 6 - sublime 

  

Parent/Carer Survey 

We are eager to work in partnership with parents to help improve the 
outcomes for children and hope that this survey will help identify how we can 
do this more effectively.  

Please complete this survey by Friday 17th June. 

  

Tree work at St.Luke’s Church 

On Tuesday 14th June, St Luke's Church will be having the large sycamore 
tree at the front of the church removed which may take most of the day. This 
is the tree that has already lost two limbs in high winds so a tree surgeon has 
been booked to have this tree removed before it causes further damage. 
Please can parents/carers and children avoid walking through the churchyard 
whilst this work is carried out. There may also  be some disruption to traffic 
while the branches are being removed. 

  

Absence 

If your child is going to be absent from school due to illness, please call the 
school office on 020 8660 2062 before 8.30am and leave a message on the 
absence reporting line. 

If you need to speak to the office team, please call between 8-8.45am to 
report your child's absence. 

If your child requires time off of school during term time for any other reason, 
it is important that the school are aware of this in advance.  For medical 
appointments, please email the school office using 
info@whyteleafeschool.org with details of the appointment date and time and 
a copy of the appointment confirmation.  

For any other circumstance, please download and complete a 'Permission for 
Absence' form from the school website and return it to the school office, or 
you can collect a hard copy of the form from the school office at any time. 
Forms can also be returned via the school letterbox situated at the entrance 
to the main office. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScrucU0U2pMvrTFlJiDkE9OaDBOfnLhFIOihsQyX_noqoTeOw/viewform?usp=sf_link
mailto:info@whyteleafeschool.org


 
 

  

Pupil Voice 

At Whyteleafe we have a whole-school commitment to listening to the views, 
wishes and experiences of all children so that all children feel their opinions 
are listened to and acted upon. We have recently written a pupil voice policy 
to show the different ways pupil voice is collected and used throughout 
school. You can read this policy on our website under Information -> Policies. 

  

New Reception Starters 2022 

An email was sent out yesterday for our new reception children starting in 
September. If you haven’t received it, please can you check your junk box. 
We’re very excited to see you at our new reception parents’ information 
evening on Thursday 23rd June. 

  

Attendance 

Rainbows 84.47     3BE 93.67 

BB 92.26     3TY 98.62 

HB 96.67     4C 95.33 

1N 95.67     4R 89.31 

1R 97.67     5H 95.17 

2KM 91.03     5S 95 

2L 97.33     6K 98.33 

        6N 89 

  

Have a great weekend, 

  

Miss Caroline Bishop & Mrs Emma Skipper 

Interim Co Heads of School 

 
 
  



 
 

Important Dates 

  

Thursday 16th June - 2KM Showcase 

Wednesday 22nd June - Maths workshop EYFS and KS1 parents 9am 

Thursday 23rd June - New Reception Information Evening 6:30-7:30pm 

Friday 24th June - INSET day 

Thursday 30th June - Honey Bees Showcase 

Friday 1st July - Sports Day KS2 9.30-11am Nursery, Reception and KS1 
1:30-3pm 

Friday 1st July - Reports sent home 

Sunday 3rd July - Summer Fair 11:30-2:30 

Tuesday 5th July - Summer Music Concert (more details to follow) 6:30-
7:30pm 

Thursday 7th July - Bumble Bees Showcase 

Monday 11th July - opportunity to discuss report (more details to follow) 

Monday 11th July - Y6 Leavers’ BBQ 

Friday 15th July - Last day of term 

  

  

 


