
 
 

Parentmail - 08/10/21 

Dear Parents/Carers,  

It has been yet another busy week at Whyteleafe!  

Nursery have been learning all about our senses. They have explored different textures 
including coloured, cooked spaghetti and salt trays. They have listened to different musical 
instruments and smelt a variety of citrus fruits. 

Reception have been learning the phonic sounds i,n,m,d and blending the sounds to create 
CVC words. In maths, they have learnt all about subitising and how it is important to 'see the 
amount and not count'. They have also continued to focus on good sharing, being kind and 
tidying up the resources once we have finished. They have really enjoyed using their word of 
the week 'adventure' in their conversations and have described what adventures they like to 
go on.  

Year 1 have travelled to Asia in search of giant pandas, king cobras and Komodo dragons. 
In computing, they have also been practising their typing and trackpad skills using the app 
‘paintz’.  

Year 2 have been busy planning their non-chronological reports about hibernating 
hedgehogs or dozy dormice. In PE, they had a special session with the Year 6 children 
where they taught them their brilliant basketball skills!  

Year 3 have been writing their own version of ‘Little Red Riding Hood’, which was planned 
last week. In History, they have been researching and finding facts about the Blitz. They had 
a list of questions and had to work with a partner to find the answers in their research books. 

Year 4 have begun their new English unit based on the book 'A Journey.' They have 
compared Kent and the Loire Valley in geography and in science they have estimated and 
then measured the different temperatures of water from the fridge, classroom and hot tap. 

Year 5 have been learning about the movement of the moon and the phases of the moon. 
They have sent home moon diaries this week to observe the moon each night and discuss 
our findings!  

Year 6 have been planning a scientific experiment to test how different exercise affects their 
heart rate. They also really enjoyed being ‘mini teachers’ to Year 2 and teaching them their 
basketball skills. 

Word of the Week 

Reception - adventure 

Year 1 - consequences 

Year 2 - devastated 

Year 3 - essential 

Year 4 - blunder 



 
 

Year 5 - catastrophe  

Year 6 - accommodate 

Zip Cards 

As a school, we are really keen to open up opportunities for our children outside the 
classroom. This includes inviting visitors into school and going out on trips. To make regular 
trips more affordable for our families, we are asking families whether they would purchase a 
Zip Card for their children which would mean they could travel for free on trains and buses. 
This would open up so many possibilities for our children, including trips to London, and 
drastically reduce the cost, as we wouldn’t need to book a coach. It will also open up more 
opportunities for free travel out of school too. 

The Zip Card costs £10 and it is simple to apply for it online. Have a look at the following link 
to find out more information: 

https://tfl.gov.uk/fares/free-and-discounted-travel/5-10-zip-oyster-photocard  

Please complete the following Google Form to share your thoughts:  

Zip Card Parent Questionnaire 

Christmas Fair - Save the date 

We are delighted that the PTA are busy arranging a Christmas Fair this year after being 
unable to do so for the last couple of years. Please save the date - Sunday 5th December, 
between 11.30am and 2.30pm. Please keep an eye out for the PTA's newsletters for further 
information. 

African Drumming Workshop 

Please be reminded that payments for this workshop are due today. 

We are asking parents for a fee of £2.20 per child. You can make your payment via 
parentmail online, or you can pay via the telephone to the school office using a debit card.  

The workshop is part of our celebrations of Black History Month, learning about the 
achievements of significant people in black history and celebrating black culture. 

The workshop is for the whole school, including all Nursery children, and will take place over 
two days - Thursday 14th October and Monday 18th October. Your child will have the 
opportunity to take part on one of these days with their class. 

American Day Theme Menu 

The children really enjoyed their burgers and fries for lunch on Thursday's themed menu 
day. We will be running our next themed menu in December which will be our Festive lunch. 
Keep your eyes out for further information to follow in due course. 

The charge for your child’s American themed meal is now available to pay on Parentmail. 

Early Reading and Phonics Workshop 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdQs7DLNVzMMMsDjaoktvuZzgv1aAfjr5FvaUz8047ffm54NQ/viewform?usp=sf_link


 
 

We are looking into arranging a workshop for Reception and KS1 parents, to provide more 
information on early reading and phonics. 

This will include: 

• Why learning to read is so important  
• How children learn to read 

• How we teach phonics at Whyteleafe 

• Our programme overview to see how your child is learning to read 

• Reading fully decodable books 

• Resources to support home learning 

If you are interested in this workshop, please fill in this google form to help us to find out the 
level of interest before the workshop is confirmed. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeY31iCxkvCpPA-
nRfHBDQI3jgTj9QBA2N5ndwLA03yfNIz9Q/viewform 

I hope you have a lovely weekend. 

Kind regards 

Miss Hunt 
Head of School 
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