
 

  

 Parentmail Newsletter - 07/10/22 

Dear Parents/Carers,  

Wow! Another amazing and busy week at Whyteleafe school with visits from real life pilots 
and a trip to space for year 5 via a VR workshop. Today we have been celebrating 10 years 
of GLF by creating a whole school piece of art work and all children across the trust taking 
part in a fun run. 

  

Nursery the children have enjoyed listening and learning all about Supertato and his 
adventures. They have been printing and drawing different vegetables as well as sketching 
their family portraits. The outside learning area has offered the children the opportunity to 
climb at various heights and take part in different obstacle courses. They have had fun 
balancing, crawling, climbing and jumping.  The children have been developing their 
understanding of counting and ordering numbers to 5 and learning to recognise and write 
their name.   

  

Reception the children have been learning a poem called ‘This is Me’. They have been 
creating a paper plate self-portrait using a range of media. The children have also made a 
class people paper chain, where they included their favourite colour or what they like to do. 
In phonics, the children have learnt the sounds ‘g’, ‘o’, ‘c’ and ‘k’. They have been working on 
their letter formation this week. In maths, the focus has been on the purpose of counting. 
They have developed their understanding of counting to cardinality whereby the last number 
in the count tells them how many there are altogether. 

  

Year 1 the children have been continuing their exploration of the 5 senses in science, linking 
the correct body parts to each sense. In Geography, they have had a go at spotting physical 
features in aerial photographs and are now well prepared for spotting them on their walk 
around Whyteleafe next week. For their maths, they have revisited 2D shapes and 
discussed the differences and similarities between different shapes. Through their life skills 
lesson, the children thought about what it means to be responsible and came up with their 
own ways of showing responsibility within their own classroom. 

  

Year 2 have been busy finishing their independent stories for their own character who was 
afraid of the dark. In maths, they have been looking at odd and even numbers and working 
out how to spot an odd or even number. In science, they have been continuing their learning 
about healthy choices by designing healthy meals using the Eatwell plate. In history, they 
have explored why the Great Fire of London burned for so long and so ferociously. They 
performed some amazing scenes of details leading up to the fire, with great teamwork and 
acting skills.  

  



 

Year 3  has been a busy week for Year 3.  In English, the children have been editing their 
own stories, which we wrote last week, to try to make them even better.  In maths, we have 
been looking at measuring using metres and centimetres, and trying to convert between the 
two measurements.  Both classes have been super busy rehearsing and learning their lines 
ready for our Year 3 Harvest assembly next week!  We are very proud of all their hard work 
so far! 

  

Year 4 we travelled to Italy and visited the island of Sicily where we explored some of the 
wonders it has to offer.  In maths, we have begun to subtract using regrouping and the 
formal column method.  We have looked at the sorts of questions we should be solving 
mentally and started looking at converting measurements such as g into kg.  In History we 
have looked at rebellions that the Romans dealt with, such as Boudicca and the Iceni tribe. 

  

Year 5 has started a new topic in english. We are looking at a non-fiction text called ‘Mars 
Transmission’ focusing on mission reports. We have explored different scientific, space 
vocabulary. We have then used this vocabulary to take part in drama activities on our own 
mission to Mars. In RE the children have been looking at the ‘I am’ statements and have 
created some fantastic stained-glass windows incorporating the statements within them. In 
PE we have been learning lots of different football skills, this week we had a go at the 
‘jockey’ position used to block and defend.  

  

Year 6 have been learning how to keep our bodies healthy through diet and exercise and 
how it affects our circulatory system. In English, we have been continuing our sentence 
stacking about Rose Blanche and engaging in experience days that have taught us about 
the mistreatment of the Jewish people. In maths, we have been using our place value 
knowledge to read, write and compose numbers upto one million. In RE, we explored the 
different denominations of Christianity and had a debate based on King Henry VIII and Mary 
I’s views. 

  

Harvest Festival 

Year 3 will be leading our Harvest Festival celebrations on Thursday 13th October. This year 
we will once again be collecting donations for Caterham Foodbank. A recent email from 
them highlighted that demand for their services is growing rather than slowing down and 
therefore it would be great to be able to support our local community. Their top shopping list 
items are - savoury snacks, tinned pasta sauces and soup, rice pudding/custard. Chocolate, 
toothpaste and deodorant. On the day of the festival all donations can be delivered to the 
main hall. Thank you in advance for your support. 

  

Chicken Adoption 

This month Amber and Oscar have adopted Jasmine and they are enjoying eating the eggs 
and are looking forward to spending time feeding the chickens. 



 

More details about chicken adoption can be found here: 
https://www.whyteleafe.surrey.sch.uk/3250/adopt-a-chicken 

  

Inclusion Exhibition 

On Tuesday 1st November we will be holding an Inclusion Exhibition in the school hall from 
6.30-7.30pm. The exhibition is an opportunity for all parents and carers of children from 
nursery to year 6, to see some of the additional interventions, resources and activities that 
are available in school to support your children on their learning journey at Whyteleafe. 
Members of the school staffing team will be at the event to demonstrate how different 
interventions and resources are used to assist children both inside and outside of the 
classroom. Forest School, Thrive, Speech and Language, Occupational Therapy, Spelling 
and dyslexia support, Maths support and precision teaching, vision and hearing impairment 
support, as well as our FamilyLink Worker, are just some of the interventions that will be 
displayed. As stated above, the exhibition is open to all parents and carers as many children 
access some interventions at different points during their time here, but it may be of 
particular interest to any parents of children who have an Individual Support Plan (ISP) or 
Education Health Care Plan (EHCP). The exhibition will be set up so that you can attend for 
as long or as little as you like and you may arrive at any time from 6.30pm. The PTA have 
also kindly offered to serve refreshments at the event. 

  

Themed Menu - Space Adventure Day 

The children very much enjoyed their fun 'space day' meal yesterday. We hope to hold 
another fun menu day next term. 

Yesterday's meal was offered at a special price of just £1 by our catering company, 
Chartwells. As we have already communicated, we cannot change the school dinner 
registers to reflect this and so yesterday's meals will not be charged to your usual school 
dinner account. Neither can we use the credit you may already have on your accounts. 
Instead, this item has been charged separately via Parentmail and is now available for 
payment.  

Please use Parentmail to make your payment online, or if you have any difficulty you can 
pay via the school office. Please make your payment before Monday 10th October if 
possible. 

  

Word of the Week 

Year 1 - Responsible 

Year 2 - Familiar 

Year 3 - Anxious 

Year 4 - Blunder 

https://www.whyteleafe.surrey.sch.uk/3250/adopt-a-chicken


 

Year 5 - Catastrophic 

Year 6 - Authority 

 
  

Attendance 

Rainbows - 90.77% 

BB - 92.67% 

HB - 94.67% 

1LY - 90.33% 

1R -  86.67% 

2G - 95.33% 

2L - 94% 

3EH - 95.17% 

3H - 98.71% 

4K - 94.67% 

4R - 95.52% 

5C - 91.85% 

5S - 97.67% 

6C - 93.79% 

6N - 95.17% 

  

Have a great weekend, 

  

Miss Caroline Bishop & Mrs Emma Skipper 

Interim Co Heads of School 



 

 
 

 Important Dates 

Friday 7th October - Years 1 - 6 School discos  

Monday 10th October - flu vaccinations for Reception - Y6 

Tuesday 11th October - Year 4 Roman Day 

Thursday 13th October - Year 3 Harvest Festival 

Monday 17th October - Individual and sibling photos 

Thursday 20th October - Year 3 Horrible Histories London Trip 

- Year 2 Great Fire of London Workshop 

Friday 21st October - Year 6 Imperial War Museum Trip 

Monday 24th October - Half term 

Tuesday 1st November - Inclusion Exhibition 

Monday 7th November - parent consultations - more information to follow 

Thursday 10th November - parent consultations - more information to follow 

  

 


