
 
 

Parentmail Newsletter - 06/05/22 

Dear Parents/Carers,  

Well, what a fantastic and busy week we have had! Year 5 have been impressing us 
with their computing skills at Whitgift School this week, Year 1 loved visiting Kenley 
Common, 50 children from years 4-6 performed at the O2 arena on Wednesday 
evening and we were treated to 1R’s PROUD showcase on Thursday! The children’s 
behaviour has been impeccable and we would like to thank all the staff and parents 
who made those trips possible. 
  

Nursery have been exploring the story ‘The Very Hungry Caterpillar’ by Eric Carle. 
They have been using Grandma’s words to structure the story and think of new 
vocabulary to describe what happens to the caterpillar at each stage. When learning 
about the butterfly life cycle, the children were excited about the transformation 
journey the caterpillar goes on to metamorphosize into a beautiful butterfly.  In 
maths, the children have continued to revise the accuracy of their counting, number 
recognition and pattern. They made up interesting songs of existing patterns to figure 
out what might come next to successfully complete it. During discovery time, the 
children have been exploring how to be a good friend and look after living things. 
They are so excited for the arrival of the live caterpillars next week!  

Reception have continued their ‘Penguins’ topic and have learnt all about the life 
cycle of a penguin. They used Grandma's words to extend their vocabulary whilst 
describing each stage of the life cycle. The children were fascinated to learn that the 
female penguin regurgitates its food for the chick! In maths, they have been learning 
number bonds to 5 and with some children going up to 10! The children are really 
excited for the challenge we have set for them, which is to automatically recall all 
number bonds to 5 and some to 10 confidently by the end of next week! 

Year 1 have had a very busy week. 1R have practised and performed an amazing 
PROUD showcase - well done :) 1N are busy practising for theirs next week. In 
science, they are learning about plants and went on a walk to Kenley Common to 
look for wild plants. They found daisies, thistles, clovers, forget me nots, nettles and 
bluebells. In mastering number, we have worked on all the ways to make 8. In 
geography, we explored grid maps and found different places on the maps using grid 
referencing. 

Year 2 have been getting ready for their independent write. They have been acting 
out what happened to the dragon and princess when he captured her. Does she 
manage to escape on her own? Does a mouse scare the dragon? Does mummy 
dragon say he has to take her back? In maths, they have been adding two 2-digit 
numbers bridging ten. Their determination and resilience with this has been fantastic. 
In geography, they have been looking at some of the different flags of Africa. In 
science, they went on a tour of the school to identify different plants and flowers. 

Year 3 have continued to focus on fractions in maths, looking at what the 
‘numerators’ and ‘denominators’ are. They have started to learn about the life cycle 
of flowering plants, using appropriate scientific terminology such as : germination 



 
 

and pollination. They have also started to share their existing knowledge about 
Ancient Greece for their history topic.  

Year 4 have begun planning on their stories based on ‘The Iron Man’ by Ted Hughes 
by choosing different materials, characters and settings.  In maths, they have begun 
to understand the different vocabulary associated with fractions and have looked at 
mixed numbers.  In science, they have looked at digestion by locating and labelling 
internal organs. 

Year 5 have had a wonderful week attending the Whitgift Primary project. They were 
taught by Whitgift teachers how to code using micro.bits and they made their own 
animation videos. They also had a Japanese lesson and a science lesson using 
bunsen burners. Be sure to check out the photographs on twitter! 

Year 6 have been working incredibly hard in their revision sessions for their SATs 
next week. Year 6 have shown excellent determination and resilience all week and 
should be really proud of their mature and positive attitude. Well done, Year 6, we’re 
almost there! 

  

Word of the Week 

Reception - similar 

Year 1 - courageous 

Year 2 - vague 

Year 3 -  despise 

Year 4 - smouldering 

Year 5 - sufficient 

Year 6 - conscious 

  

Twitter 

To keep up-to-date with all things Whyteleafe School, please follow us on Twitter 
@Whyteleafe_sch 

  

 

 



 
 

Lunch Boxes 

Just a reminder that lunch boxes for children in years 3-6 should be kept in the 
dinner hall on the trollies. If your child has a healthy snack for break, this can be kept 
in their bag so that it is easy for them to collect at playtime. 

  

Choir 

On Wednesday 5th May, Whyteleafe School choir performed brilliantly at the O2 
Arena London as part of the ‘Young Voices' concert. They sang with 
enthusiasm  alongside 150 other school choirs and guest artists; Connie Talbot, Ruti 
and The Beatbox Collective. It was a fantastic event. The children were so well 
behaved and represented their school in a very positive light. Choir will continue to 
run for the rest of the term as we will now be working towards our Whyteleafe School 
Summer Music Concert - date to be confirmed. 

  

Themed Menu Day - 19/05/22 

On 19th May we will be hosting another American themed menu day for the children. 
Please see the separate Parentmail message sent earlier this week for the full 
details and use the registration form attached if you wish for your child to take part. 

  

Kind regards, 

  

Mrs Emma Skipper & Miss Caroline Bishop 

Interim Co Heads of School 

  

Important Dates 

Monday 9th May  - Year 6 SATs week 

Friday 13th May - 1N Showcase 9am 

Thursday 19th May - 3TY Showcase 9am 

Friday 20th May - School Disco 

Monday 23rd May - Thursday 26th May - Year 6 Isle of WIght Residential 



 
 

Friday 27th May - PTA Envelope collection and Mufti Day 

  

 


