
 
 

Parentmail – 05.11.2021 

Dear Parents/Carers,  

Welcome back to Autumn 2! What an exciting week it has been being able to go back to 
more normality, catch up on Hot Chocolate Friday and have a range of animal visitors in for 
Year 1. 

Nursery has been having a blast!! The children have enjoyed creating firework paintings 
using lots of different colours and glitter and making rangoli patterns using coloured rice. 
They have explored our new space role play and have zoomed off to space for an 
adventure.  

Reception have started their new topic this half-term, which is ‘Celebrations’. This week 
they have been learning all about Bonfire Night and Diwali. They have done some writing 
about Bonfire Night, made sparkling firework pictures and have had a go at making their own 
mehndi patterns. In phonics, they have learnt the sounds h,b,f, and l and the tricky word 
‘the’. 

Year 1 acted out the story of Rama and Sita as they learnt about Diwali. They also started 
creating their own firework poems thinking about the sounds that fireworks make, how they 
make us feel and how they move.  

Year 2 have started learning their songs for the Nativity - they’ve been boogying with Santa! 
In maths, they’ve been looking at different addition strategies and bridging the ten. In 
English, they’ve been writing about crackling campfires and fantastic fireworks.  

Year 3 have been comparing one, two and three digit numbers and using their knowledge to 
estimate where numbers would go on an empty number line. In science, they have started 
our new topic ‘Animals Including Humans’, which they are very excited about! 

Year 4 This week they have been learning about perimeter and how to work out the missing 
sides of a shape using our knowledge of the properties of squares and rectangles. In 
English, they have been preparing and carrying out our independent piece of writing, 
creating their own next parts of the story they have been reading. 

Year 5 have been learning about plastic pollution in our oceans and the damaging impact it 
has on marine life. They investigated different types of plastics, their uses and tested if they 
would float or sink in the ocean by creating waves in the water! 

Year 6 have been learning about why Diwali is celebrated and have created their own 
rangoli patterns using rotational symmetry. They have also learnt about different major rivers 
in the world and used an atlas to locate them. 

Word of the Week 

Reception - delicious 

Year 1- avoid 

Year 2 - ruined 



 
 

Year 3 - hesitant 

Year 4 - dwell 

Year 5 - devour 

Year 6 - ancient 

Harvest Festival Donations 

Next Thursday is 4R’s postponed Harvest Festival assembly. This year we are collecting 
harvest donations to support our local community. Caterham foodbank have sadly seen 
unprecedented demand for their services over the last year, with many people seeking help 
from them, unable to afford the very basics of food. With the Trussell Trust, they are working 
towards a hunger free future, where no one needs to rely on charity to give them food, but in 
the meantime they need our help. They have many food items that are low on stock. The 
items that they would be grateful to receive include:- tinned fruit, soups, shower gel, coffee, 
biscuits, long life milk, jam, tinned fish, long life fruit juice, tinned custard and rice pudding. 
Please bring your donations to the school hall on the morning of Thursday 11th November 
2021. 

Friendship Week 

As a school we will be having a ‘Friendship Week’, beginning Monday 15th November. 
During this week we will be thinking about what makes a good friend and the importance of 
kindness. The theme for this week is ‘One Kind Word’. 

During this week, we will also cover anti-bullying, and the week begins with ‘Odd Socks Day’ 
on Monday 15th November. This is a great opportunity to show support by wearing your odd 
socks to school! The children will be involved in lots of fun activities around kindness and 
friendship across the week. If you would like to get involved please see the parents and 
carers page on the Anti-bullying alliance website here. 

 

Christmas Fair Poster Winners 

The PTA have been looking over all of the fair poster entries and were blown away by how 
hard you have all worked and the quality of the artwork. I am pleased to announce the 
winner and runner up: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk/anti-bullying-week/parents-and-carers


 
 

Winner  

Mila Young 1R 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Runner up 

Evie Baines -3TY 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Children in Need 

On Friday 19th November, we will be celebrating Children in Need. Children can wear full 
mufti and Children in Need accessories and bring in a donation for charity. Alternatively, 
there is an online Just Giving page too: 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/whyteleafe-childreninneed-2021  

Head Lice 

Please can parents / carers of all year groups ensure that you are regularly checking your 
child's hair for head lice. If found, please ensure they are promptly treated. This is a good 
time to issue a reminder that all long hair should be tied up for school please; this is school 
policy. 

I hope you have a lovely weekend of Diwali and Bonfire Night celebrations and look forward 
to seeing you on Monday. 

Kind regards 

Miss Hunt 

Head of School 
 

Thrive activity of the week 

 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/whyteleafe-childreninneed-2021

