
 
 

Parentmail – 04/03/2022 

Dear Parents/Carers,  

What a busy, yet exciting week! We have had parent consultations, Safer Internet Day, 
World Book Day and 2L’s Proud Showcase all about the Great Fire of London!  

Nursery have been experimenting with patterns, letters and mark making using black felt tip 
pens. They have been counting out sets of farm animals to put into the correct pen and 
ordering tractors, cows and sheep according to size. Outside, there has been the opportunity 
to dig, plant and play with vegetables in the soil as well as retell the story of ‘Rosie’s Walk’. 
To develop collaborative play, the children have been adding their own creative work to the 
whole class mural using a mix of media. They have also loved dressing up in a range of 
different outfits and taking on a variety of roles in their play. The children have continued to 
look and match the letter sounds - s,a,t,n,i,p and listen carefully to the adults modelling how 
to orally blend simple words - pat = p-a-t.  

Reception have started their new ‘Write Stuff’ unit based on the story ‘We’re Going on a 
Bear Hunt’. They have written a sentence about the family going on an adventure through 
the grass or the river. They have tried to use Grandma Fantastic's words to make their 
writing even more interesting. In phonics, they have continued to consolidate the phase 3 
sounds, with a focus on er, air, double letters in words and longer words. In maths, they 
have been comparing quantities and considering where numbers up to 8 are in relation to 
each other. They have explored ‘more than’, ‘less than’ and ‘equal to’ to describe the 
relationship between numbers. Their number of the week is 8 and they have enjoyed 
meeting the numberblock Octoblock! As part of celebrating St David’s day on Tuesday, they 
learnt how to sing ‘Heads, Shoulders, Knees and Toes’ in Welsh. They also had a fantastic 
World Book Day where they talked about their costumes, why they chose that character and 
were even able to share stories with the Year 3 children.  

Year 1 have started learning about famous British monarchs throughout history. They 
explored the kings William the Conqueror, King John and Henry VIII and the queens 
Elizabeth I, Queen Victoria and Elizabeth II. In science, they recapped their learning about 
materials and changes that happen in winter as they now prepare to start learning about 
signs of spring. In English, they have started a new book, ‘The Queen’s Hat’ and learnt a 
little more about The Queen’s Guard and had a go at testing their own marching skills! On 
World Book Day, they made their very own books about anything their imaginations could 
think of and enjoyed sharing lots of different stories with each other. 

Year 2 have been using their learning about the Great Fire of London to start their diary 
entries. They are writing as if they are a rat living in Thomas Farriner’s bakery and it’s 
starting to get quite hot! In maths, they have been working on their 10 and 5 times tables and 
writing the multiplication equations to go with it. In science, they have been looking at 
manmade and natural objects. For World Book Day, they have had a great time hearing lots 
of different stories and sharing some great stories with their friends.  

Year 3 have been working so hard. In maths, they have been continuing to learn their 4 
times table. In English, they have nearly finished reading ‘The Stone Age Boy’ and next 
week they will be planning their independent writing. On Thursday, they had a fantastic 
World Book Day! They all looked amazing! During the day, they did a book scavenger hunt, 
made finger puppets, designed their own front cover and read lots and lots of books! 



 
 

Year 4 planned their own diary entry as a character from the story “Secrets of a Sun King” 
and began to write it. In maths, they have started looking at the 11 and 12 times tables and 
different ways that they can remind themselves of the products. In PE, they have been 
working hard at cross country and completing laps around the school playground at different 
speeds. In science, they have continued exploring sound and have learnt how the vibrations 
travel from the source of the sound to their ears. For World Book Day, they investigated their 
characters and completed a character study of them. 

Year 5 continued learning about Queen Idia and how the Kingdom of Benin developed. They 
have also been exploring the theme of bullying through drama and film and reflecting upon 
their own friendships to create a happy and kind classroom and playground. 

Year 6 have learnt what a charity is, in PHSE, and discussed ways to support charities. In 
PE, they have been practising straddle rolls in a safe way. They really enjoyed dressing up 
for World Book Day and designed their own book tokens for the national competition. They 
used lots of literary devices in their creative story openers, including alliteration, similes and 
powerful adjectives. 

Word of the Week 

Reception - shimmer 

Year 1 - ancient  

Year 2 - outrageous 

Year 3 - identify 

Year 4 - primitive 

Year 5 - notorious  

Year 6 - privilege 

 

World Book Day 

We all enjoyed our World Book Day celebrations on Thursday! The costumes were amazing 
and so much effort had been put in!! It was a tough job to choose the winners but there were 
8 winners across the school who will receive their prize early next week. 

EYFS - Mrs Twit and School Gremlin 

KS1 - Tiger who came to tea and Nobot the Robot 

LKS2 - George and his marvellous medicine and Pinocchio 

UKS2 - Iron Man and the Golden Ticket 

Well done to everyone who dressed up and took part! 

 



 
 

Covid Updates 

As you will have seen from the message from Jon Chalenor (the CEO of GLF), as a school, 
we are not changing our restrictions relating to covid and will be keeping our risk 
assessment in place. 

Angel Award - Young Carer Award 

We are really proud to announce that we have received the Angel Award from Surrey Young 
Carers for our work with young carers. The award recognises that as a school we have lots 
of training around young carers and we work, alongside families, to support young carers in 
school. If you would like more information about what we do for young carers at Whyteleafe, 

please see our website. 

Exciting News and Congratulations 

I am pleased to announce the safe arrival of Miss Alphonso’s baby. Oliver was born on 1st 
March. Mum and baby are both doing well. Congratulations to Miss Alphonso on her new 
addition to the family! 

Ukraine Appeal 

You will all be aware of the ongoing situation in Ukraine. Our kitchen staff are working 
alongside a charity to appeal for certain items to be shipped to Moldova to support families in 
need. These items include: 

• Baby nappies 

• Baby wipes 

• Baby milk 

• Chocolate bars 

• Cereal bars 

• Umbrellas 

• Fluffy socks 

• Dry foods 

• Medical supplies 

• Medicines 

• Sanitary wear 
• Underwear  
• Blankets 

• Pet food 

If you would like to support this cause and are able to supply any of these items, please 
bring them to the school office who will pass them on to the kitchen staff. Any support would 
be greatly appreciated. 

Important Dates 

• Thursday 10th March 9:00am - 6N PROUD Showcase - Parents invited 

• Wednesday 16th March - Young Carers Action Day 

• Thursday 17th March 9:00am - 3BE PROUD Showcase - Parents invited 

• Friday 18th March - Red Nose Day - Mufti for £1 where as much red as possible! 
• Friday 18th March - Whyteleafe Has Talent! 
• Thursday 24th March 9:00am - 5S PROUD Showcase - Parents invited 



 
 

• Friday 25th March - Year 4 Egyptian Day 

• Monday 28th March - Class Photos 

• Wednesday 30th March - Year 4 clarinet assembly 

• Friday 1st April - Last day of Spring Term 

• Tuesday 19th April - First day of Summer Term 

I hope you have a lovely weekend. 

Kind regards 

Miss Hunt 

Head of School 

 


