
Parentmail newsletter - 03/02/23 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Although it has been a shorter week this week, we have managed to pack in so much.  We 
started the week with Hot Chocolate with the Head, 2L shared an amazing showcase all about 
their hopes and dreams and Year 5 had a Victorian Day. Thank you to all of the parents who 
came to see 2L’s performance. It was so nice that so many of you made the effort to attend! It 
was such a sell out show, we had to put more chairs out for all of the grown ups!!  This week, we 
tweeted one of our Year 5 poems written from one of ‘The Write Stuff’ units (there were so 
many we could have chosen from they did such an amazing job) and Jane Considine (who wrote 
the scheme) retweeted and agreed it was a ‘stunning’ piece of writing!! Well done, Year 5! 

Nursery have enjoyed exploring the story ‘Goldilocks and The Three Bears’. They were amazed 
to see a crime scene in the classroom role play on Monday and Thursday morning - someone 
had destroyed a chair and poured oats on the floor. The children had to investigate to find out 
who the perpetrator could be. They used their magnifying glasses and used clues from stories 
they already knew, to help the police. They took their own fingerprints and made ‘wanted’ 
posters so that everyone could beware. They have also been painting different bears in the 
creative area.  

In Maths, the children have been looking at prepositional language such as on/ next to/ under/ 
over etc. They have been playing fun games such as “Where is the monkey?” to help them to use 
the correct mathematical language.  

Reception have continued to learn about animals in our topic ‘Our wonderful world’. In the 
creative area, they have been painting different animals (tiger, parrot, giraffe, monkey and an 
elephant), thinking about which colours to use and the size of their brushes.  

In maths, they have compared quantities using ‘more than’ and ‘fewer than’.  

In phonics, they have learnt to read longer words by chunking it up. This week they learnt the 
tricky word ‘pure’.  

In our outside area, the children have explored printing the animal footprints, building a jungle 
with large construction resources and matching animals to their young. 

Year 1 has learnt about Tenzin Norgay, one of the first men to make it to the top of Mount 
Everest. Inspired by Tenzin, they then thought about what they would need to take with them if 
they were to try and conquer the mountain. 

In maths, they have explored using tangrams and also tetromino (4 squares) and pentomino (5 
squares) shape arrangements, creating them with cubes and drawing them in their books. In 
English, they have been putting the finishing touches to their own versions of Grandad’s Island, 
changing the key characters and plot points along the way. 

Year 2 have started their unit looking at multiplication. They have looked at equal and unequal 
groups and used these to write repeated addition sentences and multiplication equations.  

In English, the children have started looking at the story of Jack and the Beanstalk for their 
independent write and have written great character descriptions for the giant.  



In science, children have continued to explore the properties of different materials. Within 
spelling, children have been reviewing the Year 1 and 2 common exception words.  

2L wowed us with their showcase on Thursday. All of the staff are so proud and would like to 
thank the parents for their unwavering support.  

Year 3 have been developing their knowledge of the 4x table this week, looking for patterns and 
applying this knowledge to problems.  

In English, they were editing their non-chronological reports and responding to feedback from 
teachers.  

During gymnastics, the children have been practising different balances and rolls and are ready 
to try and put these into small routines next week.  

The children also enjoyed a poem about a grumpy teacher who is trying to find lost scissors 
during our reading sessions. 

Year 4 have been busy finishing their plans and writing their fantastic stories all about ‘The Lost 
Thing’.  

In maths, children have explored the relationship between numbers in multiplication and 
division calculations and the impact multiplying and dividing by a zero has.  

In history, we have explored Viking, Anglo-Saxon and Pict settlements and how similarities and 
differences to settlements today.  

Year 5 began the week by publishing their independent write poems based on the Malfeasance 
and added illustrations of their creature.  

In Art, they have been learning block printing techniques using ink stamps and rollers to create 
repeated patterns inspired by Victorian artist William Morris. On Friday, the children 
experienced what life in a Victorian school would have been like on Victorian day! 

Year 6 have worked incredibly hard this week throughout their assessments. They have wowed 
us with their resilience and all the information they have learnt.  

In science we continued to look at evolution and have begun to understand how due to changes 
in environments living things change over time.  

Next week we are looking forward to writing our own Paperman Narrative.  

  

Word of the Week 

Reception - nibble 

Year 1 - impossible 

Year 2 - wailed 



Year 3 - tremendous 

Year 4 - optimist  

Year 5 - melancholy 

  

Gift Aid 

We have attached a Gift Aid donation form to this issue of Parentmail and ask that all eligible 
parents complete one of these forms and post it into the school letterbox just outside of the 
office entry door.  
Most of you will have already completed a form in the past but your details may have changed 
since then, rendering the original form useless.  
As a school, we are allowed to claim Gift Aid on certain school payments each year for the 
duration of your child's time at Whyteleafe School so it really is worth it. Gift Aid money claimed 
by the school annually is used to benefit the school and our pupils. This money could be used for 
resources within school, play equipment for the playgrounds or sporting equipment, among 
other things. 

  

Chicken adoption 

Thanks to Sophia and Marley who have adopted Snowdrop and Forget-me-not this month. 
Sophia has enjoyed feeding the chickens corn and Marley enjoyed cuddling Forget-me knot and 
introducing her to all his friends. 

  

Parent Reps / Social Groups 

We are so lucky at Whyteleafe to have parents who volunteer to be class reps.  They are a great 
source of organisation and message reminders between parents and the school.  It is also so 
useful that they create social / messaging groups for communication between parents.  If you 
are unsure of the purpose of these groups please contact your class reps directly.   

If there is a school issue that you want to discuss, please contact the school directly via 
info@whyteleafeschool.org 

 Children’s Mental Health Week 

Next week is "Children’s Mental Health Week" 

In school we will be working on a  "Let’s Connect" theme.  

Let’s Connect is about making meaningful connections. People thrive in communities and this 
connection is vital for our wellbeing. When we have healthy connections – to family, friends and 
others – this can support our mental health and our sense of wellbeing.  

This following website has some great ideas for at home. https://www.place2be.org.uk/ 

mailto:info@whyteleafeschool.org
https://www.place2be.org.uk/


  

Attendance 

Rainbows - 97% 

HB - 93% 

BB - 92% 

1R - 98% 

1LY - 92% 

2L - 96% 

2G - 93% 

3H - 96% 

3EH - 94% 

4R - 95% 

4K - 91% 

5S - 95% 

5C - 93% 

6N - 97% 

6C - 91% 

  

Important dates 

• Tuesday 7th February - Safer Internet Day 

• Thursday 9th February - Y5 PGL information evening 5.30-6pm 

• Friday 10th February - Last day of term 

• Monday 20th February - First day of term 

• Thursday 23rd February - 4R PROUD Showcase 

• Monday 27th February - Parent/carer consultations 3.30-6pm 

• DATE CHANGE: Wednesday 1st March - Parent/carer consultations 3.30-7.30pm 

• Wednesday 8th March - Year 2 visit to Hever Castle 

• Wednesday 15th - Friday 17th March - Year 5 residential visit to PGL 

• Thursday 30th March - Year 3 visit to Wakehurst Place 

• Wrap around care Easter holiday club - 3rd April - 6th April 

  

I hope you have a lovely weekend. 

  

Kind regards, 

Miss Hunt 
Head of School 

  

 


