
 

Parentmail Newsletter - 10/09/21 

Dear Parents/Carers,  

It was so nice to see so many of you at our sharing afternoon on Friday and feel like a proper 
school again. This week our children have been very busy: 

Nursery have been learning all about their bodies. They've been creating face pictures using 
natural materials, drawing around their bodies on large rolls of paper and learning all about their 
body parts through songs.  

Reception have been looking at ‘ourselves’, our families and what makes us unique. They have 
also started their phonics journey this week and have learnt the sounds s, a, t and p.  

Year 1 have travelled to Australia (Oceania) to explore the unique wildlife the continent has to 
offer. They saw platypuses, koalas, Tasmanian devils and wombats. So far, they have visited 
Antarctica, as well as North and South America.  

Year 2 have been focusing on multiples of ten, tens either side of a number and place value. In 
English, they have continued to work on non-chronological reports about hibernation.  

Year 3 have been planning their own alternative story for The Three Little Pigs. 

They have been investigating magnetic properties of materials and sorting them in science. 

Year 4 have been writing about finding a never-before-discovered three hump camel in the 
desert and learning about Christian festivals and their importance to UK life in their RE lessons. 
They have also compared physical and human features of Europe in Geography.  

Year 5 have been learning about how day and night happen in their Earth and Space topic by 
making observations of the sun. They have also been learning to blend watercolours and create 
their own watercolour planets. 

Year 6 have read 'The Journey' about a refugee family seeking a new life and have been 
planning a story about what their new life could be. They have been developing their basketball 
skills in PE and playing mini games. In computing, they have learnt what a web page is and have 
started to make their own. 

Word of the Week 

Each week, our children are taught a challenging word! They guess what it means, find out the 
meaning and are encouraged to try and use it throughout the week: 

Year 1 - respect 

Year 2 - endless 

Year 3 - cautious  

Year 4 - barren  

Year 5 - bewildered  



 

Year 6 - articulate  

Isolating and Classwork 

In line with the updated guidance, children, and adults who are double vaccinated, no longer 
need to isolate after being in close contact with a positive case. Therefore, teachers will not be 
setting work online. If a child is off school, it is because they are ill or have symptoms and 
therefore, would not be expected to work. 

COVID Symptoms and PCR Testing 

Please remember that if your child is unwell and has any of the current symptoms of Covid 19 
(temperature, consistent cough, loss of taste or smell), you must take them for a PCR test and 
keep them at home until the results of the test are received. You should then forward a copy of 
your results to the school using the covid@whyteleafeschool.org email address and we will get 
back to you with further guidance. 

If you are unsure, please do call the school office for advice. The office is open from 8am each 
morning. 

Please be reminded that lateral flow tests should not be used when someone has symptoms, it 
must be a PCR test. 

Themed Menu - Thursday 7th October 

Thank you to everyone who has opted to take part in the American themed menu day on 
Thursday 7th October. We are looking forward to a yummy lunchtime! 

Bookings are now closed so if your child is not registered for a school dinner on a Thursday and 
has not booked in with the office for a meal on this day, please remember to ensure they have a 
packed lunch with them. 

If your child is registered for a school dinner but does not wish to participate in the menu on this 
day, please email the office using info@whyteleafeschool.org 

Please remember that on themed menu days, this is the only menu available and there is no 
jacket potato or tomato pasta option in addition to the main courses. 

All meals will be charged, where applicable, to your child's school dinner account on Parentmail 
on Friday 8th October. 

Homework 

We understand there has been some confusion over messages regarding spellings and 
homework. We are currently reviewing our homework provision. Part of this review involved Miss 
Bishop and I meeting with class reps to discuss homework and we have asked them to gather 
parental feedback on the amount of homework set, how it is set and the impact on their child’s 
well being. Please share any views you have with your class reps who will then pass the 
information on to the school. It is important to us to gather your views and these will be taken into 
consideration alongside research-based evidence and our knowledge of our children.  

Spellings 

We are excited to share that we have transformed the way spellings are now taught at 
Whyteleafe. In line with our approach to the teaching of writing, we will now be teaching spelling 



 

patterns in school for a set of words that will be sent home for you to support your child with. 
There is also the opportunity to practice these on Spelling Shed.  

Parent Consultations 

Parent consultations are scheduled for Monday 8th November and Thursday 11th November. 
Due to covid restrictions last year, these were all held virtually. Some parents have fed back to 
us that they preferred this method of meeting. Therefore, we are asking you to complete this 
quick questionnaire to help us decide on our approach for this term’s parent consultations. This 
parent questionnaire will close on Friday 8th October. 

Parent Consultation Questionnaire 

St Luke's Church 

Rev. Annie Kurk of St Luke's Church, our local Church, would like to extend an invite to these 
events: 

Sunday 3rd October - Harvest Festival (outside weather permitting). 

Sunday 7th November - Pet Blessing service (outside weather permitting). 

Sunday 5th December - Christingle Service (inside) when everyone will get to make a Christingle 
Orange.  

Friday 24th December - St Luke's Family Nativity Service - all are welcome. Come dressed as a 
character from the nativity story. 

African Drumming Workshop 

In October, we will be celebrating Black History Month, learning about the achievements of 
significant people in black history and celebrating black culture. As part of this experience, we 
would like to offer all children the opportunity to take part in an exciting African drumming 
workshop. 

The workshop is for the whole school, including Nursery, and will take place over two days - 
Thursday 14th October and Monday 18th October. Your child will have the opportunity to take part 
on one of these days with their class.  

In order to provide this workshop, we are asking parents for a fee of £2.20 per child. You can 
make your payment via parentmail online, or you can pay via the telephone to the school office 
using a debit card. Payments are due by Friday 8th October please.  

 

I hope you have a lovely weekend. 

Kind regards 

Miss Hunt 

Head of School 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeV58JyulMZFMoU_PIPh5bhhTNUJsDmU0PzCQRihhfYSCGY2A/viewform?usp=sf_link


 

 

Thrive activity of the week 

Write down your hopes and dreams for this year in school like school trips, making and renewing 

new friendships, school clubs etc.  

Thrive quote of the week 

 

 


