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What will we be looking at today?

● The importance of reading  
● How we teach reading at Whyteleafe School
● Reading fluency
● How we assess reading
● National testing (SATs)
● Fluency vs Comprehension
● What can you do to help?



The importance of reading to, and with your children 



How we teach reading at Whyteleafe School

● Reading Speed - Are children able to read the whole text and answer the 
questions accurately?

● Interpret/Inference skills - Do children know what interpret & inference 
mean? How will they know the difference between a retrieval question 
and an interpret/inference question?

● Vocabulary - Do children know what all of the words mean?
● Skimming vs Scanning - What is the difference? And do children know 

when which skill is appropriate?
● The way in which children answer questions - Do some questions 

require different responses to others?



How do we teach reading skills?

Decode
Explain
Retrieve
Interpret
Choice



How do we teach reading skills?
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How we assess reading - Age related expectations 

National Curriculum - Each year group has its own set of Age Related 
Expectations (ARE) in line with the National Curriculum. 

Children will be assessed as below, meeting or above expected attainment.

The majority of teacher judgement on reading is informed by reading 
lessons; listening to children read, and how they answer various types of 
comprehension questions. 



How do we calculate reading speed? 

In age-appropriate books, a year 2 pupil working at ARE should read words accurately and fluently without 
overt sounding or blending, at a rate of over 90 words per minute.

KS2 Children 90-120 words per minute.
1. Children are given a text to read. At 1 minute the adult administering the check records how many 

words the child has read.
2. The adult asks comprehension questions to support judgement.
3. The adult adds notes to cover other relevant information (sounds, specific question types, etc).

Fluent reading is essential. It supports reading comprehension and without being able to 
read fluently, young readers will lack the reading stamina to tackle longer, more complex 
texts. As with everything in reading, if one part of the process doesn’t quite work smoothly, 
it can result in trouble somewhere further down the line.



National tests (SATs)

SATs are carried out at the end of Year 6.

The reading paper comprises 3 texts, a mixture of fiction and non-fiction. 

The paper is 1 hour long. 

Recent papers carried 50 marks, 22 of those were inference questions. 



What is inference?

When we use clues in the text to make informed judgements on what is 
happening. We are using evidence from the text to infer what is going on.

https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/articles/zqmyw6f



What does ‘fluency’ mean?



Fluency vs Comprehension

The speed at which a child reads does not always have a direct correlation to 
understanding. Some children read very fluently but have not fully 
understood what they have read.

Using expression when reading is a good indicator that children are 
understanding the tone and context of what they are reading. 

Varying questions types when reading also helps to understand how much 
children have understood.  



Retrieval

Who are the characters in the story?

What is happening?

How many birds/trees/flowers are there?

Who is sitting in a tree?

Who is sneaking up behind the girl?

What is Red Ridinghood carrying in the basket?

What is Red Ridinghood doing? What is the Wolf 

doing?

Is Red Ridinghood hiding behind the tree?

Where is it happening, what can you see?

Interpret/Inference
Why is Red Ridinghood picking flowers?

Why do you think the wolf is looking cheeky?

Who might the flowers be for? Who do you pick flowers for?

What do you think will happen next? Use the clues in the picture.

What is the wolf thinking/feeling? Why do they feel that way?

What might the Wolf do next?

What time of the day is it? How do you know?

What is the weather like? How do you know?

What would you do if you were…?

Retrieval Vs Inference/Interpret



Vocabulary - How can we help children to understand new words?



What can you do to help?

● Reading everyday with your child
● Varying question types
● Questioning your child’s understanding of vocabulary 



Thank you for coming
Question time!

These slides will be available online on our website


