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What will we be looking at today?

● The importance of reading  
● Phonics
● Reading skills in EYFS & Key Stage 1
● Reading fluency
● How we assess reading
● What must children know by the end of Year 2? (SATs)
● Fluency vs Comprehension
● What can you do to help?



The importance of reading to, and with your children 



The importance of reading to, and with your children 

● Vocabulary
● Imagination
● Awareness of punctuation
● Awareness of writing 

styles
● Love of books



Phonics

Phonics is the way in which sounds link to letters. Letters have sounds and 
letter names. 

A a ‘ay’
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BqhXUW_v-1s

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BqhXUW_v-1s


      Segmenting                              Blending
Segmenting is the breaking down of 
words into their individual sounds.

sat  s-a-t

church  ch-ur-ch 

coins  c-oi-n-s

Blending is the skill of putting 
the individual sounds back together 
in order to say the word.

Useful definitions:

Phoneme - The smallest unit of sound. There are approximately 
44 phonemes in English (it depends on different accents). 
Phonemes can be put together to make words.

Grapheme - A way of writing down a phoneme. 

Digraph - A grapheme containing two letters that makes just 
one sound (phoneme).

Trigraph - A grapheme containing three letters that makes just 
one sound (phoneme).

Split Digraph - When a digraph is split by a consonant it 
becomes a split digraph, e.g.make.

 



Teaching phonics
Phonics is taught in 6 phases from EYFS to Year 2

Phase 1

In Phase 1 phonics, children are taught 
about:

● Environmental sounds
● Instrumental sounds
● Body percussion (e.g. clapping and 

stamping)
● Rhythm and rhyme
● Alliteration
● Voice sounds
● Oral blending and segmenting (e.g. 

hearing that d-o-g makes ‘dog’)

Phase 2

In Phase 2, children begin to learn the 
sounds that letters make (phonemes). There 
are 44 sounds in all. Some are made with two 
letters, but in Phase 2, children focus on 
learning the 19 most common single letter 
sounds. 

By the end of Phase 2 children should be able 
to read some vowel-consonant (VC) and 
consonant-vowel-consonant (CVC) words, and to 
spell them out. They also learn some high 
frequency ‘tricky words’ like ‘the’ and ‘go.’ 

http://www.theschoolrun.com/alliteration-assonance-consonance
http://www.theschoolrun.com/what-is-blending
http://www.theschoolrun.com/what-is-a-phoneme
http://www.theschoolrun.com/cvc-words
http://www.theschoolrun.com/cvc-words
http://www.theschoolrun.com/what-are-high-frequency-words
http://www.theschoolrun.com/what-are-high-frequency-words


Teaching phonics
Phonics is taught in 6 phases from EYFS to Year 2

Phase 3

Phase 3 introduces children to the remaining, 
more difficult and/or less commonly used 
phonemes. There are around 25 of these, 
depending on which scheme is followed, mainly 
made up of two letters such as /ch/, /ar/, 
/ow/ and /ee/. ‘

Alongside this, children are taught to 
recognise more tricky words, including ‘me,’ 
‘was,’ ‘my,’ ‘you’ and ‘they’. They learn the 
names of the letters, as well as the sounds 
they make. 

Phase 4

In Phase 4 phonics, children will:

● Practise reading and spelling CVCC words 
(‘such,’ ‘belt,’ ‘milk’ etc)

● Practise reading and spelling high frequency 
words

● Practise reading and writing sentences
● Learn more tricky words, including ‘have,’ 

‘like,’ ‘some,’ ‘little’
● Initial blends, cccv words, eg ‘splash’ 

‘strike’ 

Children should now be blending confidently to work out 
new words. They should be starting to be able to read 
words straight off, rather than having to sound them 
out. They should also be able to write every letter, 
mostly correctly. 



Teaching phonics
Phonics is taught in 6 phases from EYFS to Year 2

Phase 5

Children learn new graphemes (different ways of 
spelling each sound) and alternative pronunciations for 
these: for example, learning that the grapheme ‘ow’ 
makes a different sound in ‘snow’ and ‘cow’. 

They should become quicker at blending, and start to do 
it silently.

They learn about split digraphs (the ‘magic e’) such as 
the a-e in ‘name.’

They’ll start to choose the right graphemes when 
spelling, and will learn more tricky words, including 
‘people,’ ‘water’ and ‘friend’. They also learn one new 
phoneme: /zh/, as in ‘treasure.’

Phase 6

By Phase 6, children should be able to read hundreds of words 
using one of three strategies:

● Reading them automatically
● Decoding them quickly and silently
● Decoding them aloud

Children should now be spelling most words accurately (this is 
known as 'encoding'), Prefixes and suffixes, e.g. ‘in-’ and 
‘-ed’

● The past tense
● Memory strategies for high frequency or topic words
● Proof-reading
● How to use a dictionary
● Where to put the apostrophe in words like ‘I’m’
● Spelling rules

http://www.theschoolrun.com/what-is-a-grapheme
http://www.theschoolrun.com/What-is-a-digraph
http://www.theschoolrun.com/what-is-encoding
http://www.theschoolrun.com/what-is-a-prefix
http://www.theschoolrun.com/what-is-a-suffix
http://www.theschoolrun.com/what-is-verb-tense
http://www.theschoolrun.com/what-is-an-apostrophe


Reading skills - Fluency 



Decoding
What is ‘decoding’?

Decoding is the process of seeing written words on a 
page and being able to say them out loud.



Moving from decoding to understanding  
Retrieval:

Which letters  can you see? Do you 
know their sounds?

What colour is the letter p? 

How many letters are there 
altogether? 

What type of show are they at?

Explain:

Can you think of a word to describe 
how the duck is feeling?

Can you think of 2 words to 
describe the weather?

Inference:

Who do you think has won the competition, how do 
you know?

What do you think the letter l has in her box?



Applying these skills to text

The unicorn flew over the rainbow 
and swished its glittering tail. 

Retrieval

What animal is in the 
sentence?

What did the animal fly over? 

Explain

Draw what ‘glittering’ looks 
like

Can you think of another 
word for ‘swished’? 

Inference

How do you think the unicorn 
is feeling? 

Why do you think this?



Building on from sentences… 

Lesson 1 Lesson 2



Building on from sentences… 

Lesson 3 Lesson 4 Lesson 5



What do children need to be able to do by the end of Year 2 - SATs



Assessment



What can you do to help?
● Reading everyday to and with your child
● Varying question types when reading
● Mixing reading books with ‘reading’ pictures 
● Encouraging a love of reading
● Online resources that encourage reading

https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/freeIndex.htm

https://www.phonicsbloom.com/

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMH9nytqJHcHp3PzLYXth3Q (Teach Your Monster 
to Read)

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/

https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/freeIndex.htm
https://www.phonicsbloom.com/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMH9nytqJHcHp3PzLYXth3Q


Thank you
Question time!

These slides will be available online on our website


